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As o October 2002, dl GRE test takers must compose two essays as part of their testing
experience. Specificaly the GRE now includesthefollowing two" Anaytical Writing"tasks.

¢ PresentYour Perspectiveon an Issue (45 minutes)
€ Andyze an Argument (30 minutes)

The computerized testing systemwill randomly sel ect your GRE essay questionsfrom
an officia "pool."

Here's the Good News:

Educational Testing Service (ETS), the test maker, has pre-disclosed itscompl ete pool of GRE
essay questions;so you can be ready for any of them—if you're willing to make the effort!

Here's Even Better News:

Top-scoring sample responses to more than 200 official GRE essay questions are right
herein this book! (Youll find them in Parts2 and 3.) Inaddition,in Part 1 the author has
given you dl the tools you need to compose your own high-scoring GRE essays.

For Online Updates on the GRE Essay Topics

Be sureto check the author'sonline supplement to this book. Fromtimeto time, the test
maker (ETS) altersthe sequence of questionsin itsofficial pool aswell asaddsquestions
to the pool. For updates, point your Web browser to:

www.west.net/~stewart/grewa

Also visit the author's main GRE page, where you'll find tutorials and mini-tests for
every section of the General GRE—plus book reviews, links, and more:

www.west.net/~stewart/gre

How to Match Our Essays o the Topics in the O’r’hcia! Pt &

From tuma to tzma tha test;ng semoe maght _arme ’sequence of topxss in its oﬂk; pml
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PART ONE

Getting Ready for
GRE Analytical Writing

Andytica Writingis new on the GRE General Test asof October 2002. If you plantotake
the GRE Gengrd Test, this book will teach you everything you need to know to write
high-scoring GRE essays.Herein Part 1 youl'l learn:

¢

L I R R 4

L 2

How to organize and compose a high-scoring | ssue-Perspective essay
How to organize and compose a high-scoringArgument-Anays sessay
What the Analytical Writing computer interface lookslike

What to expect of the exam's special word processor

How GRE essays are scored and evaluated

How to make the most of the time you have to preparefor the test

InParts 2 and 3, I've provided my sample essay responses to more than 200 of the
questionsappearing in the officia test pool. | recommend that you download via the
Internet the official pool of GRE questions.They’re availablefree of chargeat the officia
ETS(Educational Testing Service) Web site.Although you don't need the officia question
pool to benefit greetly from this book, you'll get more out of the book if you have the
officiad pool of questionsin hand.

To obtain the question poal,follow the instructionsand links at this book's supple-
mentary Web site (www.west.net/~stewart/grewa).




Part One: Getting Ready for GRE Analytical, Writing. ,

GRE Analytical Writing—At a Glance

What's Covered

GRE Analytical Writing consistsof two distinct writing tasks:
Task 1: Present Your Perspective on an Issue (45 minutes). Yau
respond to astatement concerning anissued broad intellectual interest.
('Ll refer to thistask smply by the word" I ssue'from now on.)
Task 22 Analyzean Argument (30 minutes). You critiqueastated argu-
ment.(’ll refer to thistask smply by the word"Argument” from now on.)

The Pool of Essay Topics

The computerized testing system storesatotal of more than 200 |ssue topics and more
than 200 Arguments in a“pool.” During your test, the system will randomly selectt wo of
the Issuetopics,fromwhich you'll choose either onefor your |ssue essay (Task 1).How-
ever,you won't have achoice when it comesto the Argument task (Task 2); the system
will randomly select only one Argument, to which you must respond.

Time Allowed

75 minutes altogether (45 minutes for the Issue writing task, and 30 minutes for the
Argument writing task)

Ground Rules

1. No break is provided between the two writing tasks.

2. Thetesting system does not alow you to spend more than 45 minuteson the Issue
writing task, nor doesit alow you to spend more than 30 minutes on the Argu-
ment writing task.

3. The testing system does not alow you to return to the first writing task once
you've moved on to the second task. (Bt if you'vefinished thefirst one early,you
can proceed immediately to the second one, a your option.)

4. Scratch paper and pencilsare provided (just asfor the multiple-choicesections of
the exam).

5. To compose your essays, you may either use the word processor built into the
testing system or provide handwritten responses.

NOTE: If you wish to provide handwritten responses, you
must elect to do so a the time you make your appointment
to git for the exam.

Skills Tested

Content Your ability to present cogent, persuasive,and relevant ideas and
arguments through sound reasoning and supporting examples

www.petersons.com/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions
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Organization  Your ability to present your ideasin an organized and cohesive

fashion
Language Your control o the English language, as demonstrated by your
vocabulary,diction (word choice),and use of idioms
Mechanics Your facility with the conventions of standard written English,

includinggrammar,syntax (sentence structure),and word usage

NOTE: Your essayswon't be evauated based on spelling and
punctuation, unlessyou make many such errors and they in-
terferewith your ability to communi cateyour ideaseffectively.
(The GRE’s built-inword processor does not include a spell-
checker or grammarchecker.)

Scoring System

Two readersgrade each essay on ascaled 0-6(0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6), 6 being the highest
possible score, based on the skill areas listed above; a single Anaytica Writing score is
then calculated as the average of the four grades(rounded up to the nearest half-point).

NOTE: More detailson scoring and eval uation are provided
later herein Part 1.

The Issue-Perspective Writing Task

Thelssuetask isdesigned to test your ability to present a position on an issue effectively
and persuasively,Your task is to analyze the issue presented, considering various per-
spectives,and to develop your own position on the issue. In scoring your |ssue essay,
GRE readerswill consider how effectively you:

€ Recognizeand deal with the complexitiesand implicationsof the issue

€ Organize,develop,and expressyour ideas

€ Support your ideas(with reasonsand examples)

€ Control the elementsaof standard written English (grammar, syntax,and usage)

NOTE In the Issue section, there is no"correct" answer. In
other words,what'simportant is how effectively you present
and support your position, not what your positionis.

What GRE Issues Look Like

Your GRE Issue will consst of two elements.a brief directive (Statement o your task) fol-
lowed by a1-2 sentencetopic(a quotationwhich isa statement of opinionon an issue).The
GRE Isue directiveisexactly the samefor every Issuetopic,and isessentidly asfollows:

ARCO B GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions www.petersons.com/arcc
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GRE Issuescover abroad spectrum of |ssue£of intellectual interest and Wlth Whl ch
college and graduate-leve students often deal. Here are three sample topics, which are
smilar to the kindsd topicsyou'll find in the official GRE Issue pool. (Note: These are
simulated topicsthat do not appear among the official GRE topics.)

throughgoverri N

voluntary eﬁms Qf = L ‘ "

1; while science seeks 10

nent will be protected and preserved i

iatory measures. No society can rely

s and private busmesses to acmeve these objectives.” - .

What You Should Know about the Issue Writing Task

Beforeyou begin thetimed Issuewritingtask, thetesting system will present to
you one" screen” of directionsspecificto thistask Thesedirectionswill indicatethe
four general scoring criterialisted on page 3,as well as thefollowing guiddines:

¢ Your timelimit is 45 minutes.

® ¢ o o0

Writing on any topic other than the one presented is unacceptable.

The topic will appear asa brief statement on an issue of general interest.

Yau arefree to accept, reject,or qualify the statement.

Yau should support your perspectivewith reasons and/or examplesfrom such

SOUrces as your experience, observation,reading,and academic studies.

2

You should take afew minutesto plan your response before you begin typing.

4 Yau should leave timeto reread your responseand make any revisions you think

are needed.

Thetopicsin the official | ssue pool share many common themes. Although
each o the officid Issue topics is unique, their basic themes cover alot of common
ground. Heresalis of themesthat cover most of the officid Issue topics(they'relisted

herein no particular order):

wwuw.petersons.com/arco
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Conformity and tradition versusindividuality and innovation
Practicality and utility versus creetivity and personal enrichment
The importancedf cultural identity (customs, rituals,and ideals)
Keysto individual successand progress

Keysto societal progress,and how we define it

® ¢ 6 0 0 0

How we obtain or advance knowledge, and what constitutes knowledge or ad
vancement of knowledge

The objectivesand methods of formal education

Thevaue o studying history

Theimpact of technology on society and on individuas

The sortsaof people society considersheroesor great |leaders
Thefunction and value of art and science (for individualsand for society)

® ¢ 6 0 0 0

The proper role of government, business,and individualsin ensuring the well-
being of society

Considered callectively, the GRE |ssue topicsinvite discussion involving al areas of
intellectual inquiry —including sociology, anthropol ogy, history,educati on,law and gov-
ernment, political science,economics,philosophy,the physical and behavioral sciences,
the fine arts,and the performingarts.

NOTE: For research ideas,see pages 32 and 33.

Thereis no "correct" response to any | ssue topic. Yau won't encounter any
statement in the officia topic pool that iseither clearly irrefutableor clearly wrong. The
test makers have written the Issues this way in order to gauge your ability to argue
persuasively for or against aposition as well as to qualify, or “hedge,” your position.

Thereisno prescribed or " correct” lengthfor an | ssueessay.Theonly limita
tion on length that the testing system imposesis the practical limitation associated with
the 45-minute timelimit.So do GRE gradersprefer brief or longer | ssue essaysaVdl, it dl
depends on the essay's quality. An essay that is concise and to the point can be more
effective than along-winded, rambling one. On the other hand, a longer essay that is
nevertheless articulate and that includes many insightful idess that are well supported
by exampleswill score higher than a brief essay that lacks substance.

My experiencein writing GRE | ssue essaysis that you can score a6 with an essay as
brief as 400 words. The sample Issue essay you'll encounter afew pages ahead, which
meetsthe ETS criteriafor atop score of 6,isintentionally brief —about 400 words—to
demonstratethat you don't have to write alengthy essay to score high.

The sample essaysin Part 2 of this book are longer;they rangefrom 500 to 750 words
in length,and most include five or six paragraphs.The only modd (“6”) Issue essay that

ARCO B GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions wwuw.petersons.com/ar
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ETS has publishedisabout 700 wordsin length,and contains seven paragraphs. However,
ETS admitsthat"other'6' responsesmay not be asel oquent asthisessay." Sofor atop score
o 6 your Issue essay need not be aslengthy or as polished as my samples,or ETS model.

How to Approach the Issue Writing Task

To score high on the Issue writing task, you need to accomplish the four basic tasks
listed on page 3.To make sure you accomplishdl four tasks within the 45-minute time
limit,follow this 7-step approach:

1. Braingorm,andget your pencil moving(2-3 minutes). Try tocomeup with
afew reasons both for and againgt the stated opinion,as well as afew examples
supporting each side of the issue.Jot down any idea you can think of, even if it
seemsfar-fetched,trite,insupportabl eor unconvincingat the moment;asyou com-
poseyour essay, it might occur to you how to transform one of your weaker ideas
into astrong one. In other words,during step 1 is not the time to censor yourself!

2. Adopt apodgtion,and or ganizeyour ideas(1-2 minutes). Indicate “pro”or“con”
next to each one d the reasons and examplesyou jotted down during step 1. Arrange
your idess into three or four body paragraphs, then decide tentatively on a logica
order in which to present them. Number the pointsin your outline accordingly.

3. Composeabrief introductory paragraph (3—4 minutes). In your first para:
graph,you should accomplish each o the following tasks:

€ Demondrate that you understand the complexitiesor implicationsadf the issue
¢ Ld the reader know that you have aclear perspective on the issue
€ Anticipatethe ideasyou intend to present in your essay's body paragraphs
Yau can probably accomplish dl three tasks in two or three sentences.Don't go
into detall yet about your reasoning, and don't provide specific examples. This is
what your essay's body paragraphsarefor.
NOTE: Unlessyou're submitting handwritten essays,consider
waliting until you've completed the rest of your Issueessay be-
fore composing your introduction.Why?If your position on
the issue evolves as you compose the body o your essay (it
could happen),you won't haveto rewriteyour introduction.

4. Typethebody of your r esponse(20-25 minutes). Try to stick to your outline,but
beflexible Start withwhichever point isead est for you to articulateand which seems
most ingghtful or persuasive to you. Laer,in step 6,if you determine that this point
should appear after one or more other points,through the magic o word processing
you can rearrange your paragraphsfor logical sense and continuity. During step 4,
your chief ambition is to peck away a your keyboard like mad,in order to get your
ideas onto the screen! Try to devote no more than three or four sentencesto any one

W petersons.com/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Ansnersto the Real Essay Questions
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point in your outline,and don't worry if you don't have time to include every sngle

point from your outline. The readers understand that the 45-minute time constraint

preventsmog test takersfrom coveringevery point they want to make.

5. Writeabrief concluding (summary) paragraph (3—4 minutes). Unlessyour
essay hasaclear end, the reader might think you didn't finish in time; so be sureto
make time to wrap up your essay. Convey the main thrust of your essay in two or
three sentences. If an especidly insightful concluding point occurs to you, the
find sentence of your essay isthe placefor it.

6. Reviseand rearrangeyour essay as needed to ensure continuity and bal-
ance(8-10 minutes). Try to reserveasubstantial amount of timefor revisngand
reworking your essay. Here'swhat you should try to accomplish during step 6:

& Be sure you've presented varying perspectives on the issue. There's nothing
wrongwith adopting astrong position;but you shoul d dwaysacknowledgethe
merits and drawbacks o other viewpointsas well. If your essay appears too
one-sided,now's the time to add a paragraph that remediesthis problem.

€ Rearangeyour paragraphsso your essay flowslogically and persuasvely from one
point to thenext. Be surethefirst sentencedf each paragraph beginsadistinct train
o thought and clearly conveysto the reader the essenced the parégmph.

€ Check your paragraphsto seeif they are balanced in length. If they aren't, per-
haps you were overly wordy or repetitivein one area of discussion,while in
another you neglectedto provide adequatesupport (reasons and/or examples).
During step 6 is the time to trim back and fill out as needed to achieve aba-
anced presentation.

@ Check your introductory and concluding paragraphsto make surethey're con-
sistent with each other and with the topic.

7. Proofread for mechanical problems (3—4 minutes). Rework awkward sen-
tencesso they flow more naturally.Check for errorsin diction,usage,grammar,and
spelling. Kegp in mind: To score a6, your essay need not be flawless.GRE readers
won't mark you down for the occasional awkward sentence and minor error in
punctuation,spelling, grammar,or usage. Don't get hung up on whether each sen-
tence is something Hemingway or Steinbeck would be proud of. Use whatever
timeremainsto fix the most glaring mechanical problems.

Putting It Together—a Sample Issue Essay

Now, take alook at an essay response to the third Issue topic you saw earlier,on page 4.
In thisresponse I've underlined certain transitional wordsand phrases,in order to help
you see how | organized ny ideas—the"pros'and"cons'from Step 1 —s0 that they flow
naturdly from one to the next. (On the red exam you won't be able to underline,itali-
cize, or otherwise highlight text.)

ARCO B GRE CAT—Ansnersto the Real Essay Questions wwuw.petersons.com/arco
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Asyou read theresponse below,keep in mind:
€ Noneof thepointsl'vemadeareirrefutable becausetheissueisfar from “black-
and-white " It’s all amatter of opinion.That’s what the | ssueessay isall about.
4 My responseisrdatively smplein style and language,and brief enough(400
wor ds) to compose and type in45 minutes.
4 | didn't compose this essay under the pressureof time,so don't worry if your
practiceessaysdon't turn out quiteas polished.

Sample Responseto Issue on Page 4

While nearlv everyone would aaree in principle that certain efforts to preserve the natural
environment are in humankind's best interests, exclusive reliance on volunteerism would
be naive and imprudent, especially considering the stakes involved. For this reason, and
because serious environmental problems are generally large in scale, | aaree that govern-
ment participation is needed to ensure environmental preservation.

Experience tells us that individuals and private corporations tend to act in their own
short-termeconomic and political interest, not on behalf of the environment or the public
at large. For example, current technology makes possible the complete elimination of
polluting emissions from automobiles.

Nevertheless, neither automobile manufacturers nor consumers are willing or able to
voluntarily make the short-term sacrifices necessary to accomplish this goal. Only the
government holds the regulatory and enforcement power to impose the necessary stan-
dards and to ensure that we achieve such goals.

Admittedly, government penalties do not guarantee compliance with environmental regu-
lations. Businesses often attempt to avoid compliance by concealingtheir activities, lobby-
ing legislators to modify regulations, or moving operations to jurisdictions that allow their
environmentally harmful activities. Others calculatethe cost of polluting, in terms of punish-
ment, then budget in advance for anticipated penalties and openly violate the law. How-
ever, this behavior only serves to underscore the need for government intervention, be-
cause left unfettered this type of behavior would only exacerbate environmental problems.

One must admit as well that government regulation, environmentalor otherwise, is fraught
with bureaucratic and enforcement problems. Regulatory systems inherently call for legis-
lative committees, investigations, and enforcement agencies, all of which add to the tax
burden on the citizens whom these regulations are designed to protect. Also, delays typi-
cally associated with bureaucratic regulation can thwart the purpose of the regulations,
because environmental problems can quickly become grave indeed. However, given that
the only alternative is to rely on volunteerism, government regulation seems necessary.

Wwww.petersons.com,/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Ansners to the Real Essay Questions
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Einally, environmental issues inherently involve public health and are far too pandemic
in nature for individuals to solve on their own. Many of the most egregious environmental
violations traverse state and sometimes national borders, Individuals have neither the
power nor the resources to address these widespread hazards.

In_the final analvsis, only the authority and scope of power that a government pos-
sesses can ensure the attainment of agreed-upon environmental goals. Because indi-
viduals are unable and businesses are by nature unwilling to assume this responsibility,
government must do so.

DOs and DON’Ts for the Issue Writing Task

Heresaquick list of DOs and DON’Ts to keep you on the right track in organizing and
composing your |ssueessay.To internalizetheideasin thislist,earmark thelist and refer
back toit from time to time asyou read the sample essaysin Part 2.

DO try to break apart the statement into components or discrete areas of consider-
ation. In fact, many GRE |ssue statements are intentionally designed for you to do so.

DON'T waste time second-guessingwhat the reader might agree (or disagree) with.
Instead, just be sure to acknowledge various perspectives on the issue and develop a
well-supported position on it.

DO"hedge"your position by quaifying your viewpoint and acknowledgingothers.In
doing so,you won't appear wishy-washy, but rather thoughtful and scholarly!

DON'T be reluctant to take a strong stance on an issue; but avoid coming across as
fanatical or extreme.Approach the |ssue essay as an intellectual exercise, not asaforum
for sharing your personal belief system.

DON'T dwell on the details, but don't try to cover everything. Try to cover as many
pointsin your outline asyou have timefor,devoting no more than one paragraph to each
one.At the sametime,don’t worryif you're forcedtoleavethe secondary and moretangen-
tial pointson your scratch paper. GRE readers understand your time constraints.

DON'T overdoit when it comesto drawingon personal experiencesto support your
position. Try instead to demonstrate a breadth of both real-world experience and aca
demic knowledge.

DON'T approach the Issuetask asatrivia contest. Bolster your position with names
and events with which the readers are likdly to have at least some familiarity, not by
recounting statistics, quoting obscure sources, or citing little-known historical events.

DO explain how each exampleyou mention illustratesyour point.Anyone can Ssmply
list along string of examples and claim that they illustratea point. But the readers are
lookingfor incisiveanalysis, not fast typing.

ARCO B GRE CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions wwuw petersons.com/arco
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The Argument-Analysis Writing Task
The Argument writing task is designed to test your critical-reasoning skills as well as
your writing skills. Your task isto critique the stated argument in terms of its cogency
(logical soundness) and in terms of the strength of the evidence offered in support of
theargument.In scoring your Argument essay, GRE readerswill consider how effectively
you:

€ I|dentify and analyzethe key elements of the argument

4 Organize,develop,and express your critique

€ Support your ideas (with reasonsand examples)

€ Control the elementsof standard written English (grammar,syntax,and usage)

What GRE Arguments Look Like

Each Argument in the officia pool consistsof a brief directive(statement of your task)
followed by a paragraph-length passage, which presents an argument.The directiveis
the samefor every Argument in the officia pool:

The Argument itself will be introduced as a quotation from some fictitious source.
Here are two GRE-gyle Arguments. Keep in mind, however,that neither of these two
examplesisincluded in the officia pool,so you won't see either on your exam.

www.petersons.com/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions




What You Should Know about the Argument Writing Task

Beforeyou begin the timed Argument writing task, the testing systemwill present to you
two"screens' of directions specificto thistask.In addition to indicating the four general
scoring criterialisted on page 10,thesedirectionswill indicate essentially thefollowing:

Screen 1 (general guidelinesand suggestions):

ARCO

L K K 2B JEN JBK 2

Your time limit is 30 minutes.

You must critique the logical soundness of the argument presented.

A critique of any other argument is unacceptable.

Yau should take afew minutes to plan your response beforeyou begin typing.
Yau should devel op your ideasfully and organizethem in acoherent manner.

You should leave time to reread your response and make any revisionsyou think
are needed.

Screen 2 (specific guidelinesfor critiquing the argument):

*

4

B GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions

Yau are not being asked to agree or disagree with any of the statements in the
argument.

You should analyze the argument's line of reasoning.
Yau should consider questionabl e assumptions underlying the argument.

Yau should consider the extent to which the evidence presented supports the
argument's conclusion.

You may discuss what additional evidence would help strengthen or refute the
argument.

11
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¢ You may discuss what additional information,if any,would help you to evaluate
the argument's conclusion.

Yaur analysis mug focusgrictly on the Argument'slogical festuresand on its
evidence. Do not confuse the Argument writing task with the Issue task. Your Argument
essay isnot the placeto present your own opinions about an issue that the Argument might
involve. Condider, for example, the firs of the two Argumentsyou just read (page 10).An
Issue topic involving advertising dams might cal for you to present varoius viewpoints
about the duty of abusinessor businessesto provide compl eteand unbiased productinfor-
mation to consumers. But such viewpointsareirrelevant to the Argument task, in which you
mugt focusdtrictly on the internal cogency (logical soundness) o the Argument.

The test makers have intentionally loaded each argument with numer ous
flaws(fallaciesand other weaknesses) that you mugt addr esseffectivelytoscore
high. In contrast to the instructionsfor the Issue writing task, the instructionsfor the
Argument task do not state:“There iSNO correct response.” Why not?In designing each
Argument, the test makers made sure to incorporate into it certain logical problems
(fallaciesand other weaknesses) for you to identify and addressin your essay. That’s what
theArgument writing task isdl about.Should you fal to identify and addressthese built-
in problems,you won't attain a high score.

A typical GRE Argument Will containthree or four discretelogica flaws. Herésalist
o the seven typesof flawsthat appear most frequently in the official GRE Arguments:

4 Drawing awesk analogy between two things

€ Confusing a cause-andeffect relationship with a mere correlation or temporal
sequence

Assuming that characteristicsof agroup appliesto each group member
Assumingthat acertain conditionisnecessary and/or sufficient for acertain outcome
Reying on potentially unrepresentative statistical results

Reying on tainted resultsfrom asurvey or pall

®* ¢ ¢ ¢ o0

Assuming that dl thingsremain unchanged over time

- Beginning on page 17 youll find detailed explanationsand illugtrationsd theseflaws.

Al GRE Argumentsarenot creat ed equal. Having composed essaysfor more GRE
Argumentsthan any other human being, | can state with authority that some GRE Argu-
mentsaretougher to handlethan others.Cf course, after reading Parts1 and 3df thisbook,
you shouldn't have much troublewith any d them.Nevertheless, if you peruse the officid
pool of Arguments, you'll no doubt noticethat in some of them the logicd flawsseemto
jump off the paper (or screen) a you,one a atime,while in othersthe flaws are inter-
twined or hiddenfrom clear view,makingit especialy challengingto extract, separate,and
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organizethem.And therear € no guarantees that the test will deal you afavorablehand.But
who said lifeisfair?At least you have this book to help even the playing field.

Thereisno prescribed or " correct”" length for a high-scoring Argument es-
say. Thelength of your Argument essay islimited only by the 30-minute time limit and
the number of logica flawsthat are available to discuss.In my experience composing
Argument essays,400 wordscan sufficefor atop-scoring responseto any GREArgument.
(The essaysin Part 3 run a bit longer because in the first paragraph of each one I've
included a recapitulation of the entireArgument—for your reference.)

How to Approach the Argument Writing Task

To score high on an Argument essay, you need to accomplish the four basic taskslisted
on page 10.To make sure you accomplishal four tasksin the 30 minutesall otted,follow
this 7-step approach:

1. Read the Argument; asyou do so, identify itsconclusion and itssupporting
evidence(1 minute).Asyou read the Argument for thefirst time,be sureyouidentify
its final conclusion. (Youll probably find it in either thefirst or last sentence o the
Argument.)Jot it down on your scratch paper! In the Argument it might be caled a
“claim,”a“recommendation;” or a“contention.”"Why isStep 1 important?Unlessyou ar e
clear about the Argument's final conclusion,it'simpossible to evduate the author's
reasoningor the strength o the evidence offered in support o itsconclusion.

2. Braingorm, and get your pencil moving (2-3 minutes). Try to identify at
least three or four discreteflawsin the Argument. Commit the Lig of flawson page
12 to memory to help you during the exam. If additional logical problems jump
out at you, by dl means jot them down. Be on specia |ookout for any unsubstanti-
ated or unreasonabl eassumpti onsupon which theArgument'sconclusion depends.
Don't worry at thispoint that someflawsyou identifiedoverlap.You can sort them
out during the next step.

3. Organizeyour essay (2-3 minutes). Using your notesfrom step 2 as aguide,
arrangeyour ideasinto paragraphs(probably three or four,dependingon the num-
ber of flawsbuilt into theargument).Take a minuteto consider whether any o the
flaws you identified overlap and whether any can be separated into two distinct
flaws.In many casesthe best sequencein whichto present your pointsd critique
isthe same order in which they appear in the Argument.

4. Writeabrief introductory paragr aph (1-2 minutes). The introductionis not
ascrucia asthe pointsaof your critique.Here'sdl you should try to accomplishin
an introductory paragraph:

€ Indicate the Argument'sfinal conclusion.

€ Describe briefly the Argument's line of reasoning and evidence offered to sup-
port the conclusion.

13
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4 Allude generdly to the problemswiththe Argument’s line of reasoningand use o
evidence.

Don't waste time repeating the entire Argument in an introductory paragraph.
The reader,whom you can assume is dready well familiar with the Argument,is
interestedin your critique—not in your transcription skills.

NOTE: The essaysin Pat 3includelonger introductory para:
graphs, in which I've indicated the Argument's supporting
evidencein great detail for your referenceto helpyou in ana
lyzing the Argument. But there's no need for you to include
such detail in your introductory paragraph.

5. Composethebody of your response(15-20 minutes). Unlessyou are provid-
ing handwrittenessays,skip any introductionfor now. Try to stick to your outline,
but be flexible. Start with whichever points o critique strike you as the most
important,are clearest in your mind,and are easiest to articulate. (Y ou can dways
rearrange your pointslater.) As in the Issue essay,during thisstep your chief amis
to peck medly at your keyboard in order to get your ideasonto the screen!

6. Composeaconcluding paragraph (3—4 minutes). In thisfinal paragraph you
should sum up the pointsof your critique.This paragraph isagood placefor you to
review each point in terms d either of the following:

4 How theArgument can be strengthened,or

4 What additional information would be helpful in evaluating the Argument's
conclusion.

Whether or not you incorporateeither element into your essay,both of which are
optional,be sureyour essay hasaclear end; otherwise,the reader might think you
didn't finish in time.

7. Reviseand proofread your essay (3-5 minutes). Check for errorsin diction,
usage, and grammear. Check the flow of your essay, paying particular attention to
transitions. Unless you are providing handwritten essays, if you have time, rear-
range paragraphs so they appear in alogica sequence,and rework awkward sen-
tences so they flow more naturally.

Putting It All Together—a Sample Argument Essay

Now, take alook at aresponseto the Argument on page 11.In thisresponse I've under-
lined certain transitional wordsand phrasesthat | useover and over in the essaysin Part
3.This should hel p you see how | formulate my introductory and concluding paragraphs
and how | organizeand present pointsof critiqueso that they flow logicaly fromoneto
the next.(On therea exam you won't be able to underline,italicize,or otherwise high-
light text.)
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As you read thefollowing essay,keep in mind:

® Thisessay meetsall theETScriteriafor atop scoreof 6.

® Ths essay isbrief enough (500 words) to or ganize and composein 30 minutes.
& | didn't compose thisessay under the pressure of time,so don't worry if your

practice essaysdon't turn out quite as polished asmine.

Sample Response to Argument on Page 11

ARCO

Citing a general demographictrend and certain evidence about two other hair salons, the
manager of Uppercuts (UC) concludes here that UC should relocate from suburban to
downtown Apton in order to attract more customers and, in turn, improve its profitability.
However, the manager's araument relies on a series of unproven assumptions and is
therefore unconvincina as it stands.

To beain with, the araument assumes that Apton’s demographic trend reflects the
national trend. Yet, the mere fact that one hair salon has moved downtown hardlv suf-
fices to infer any such trend in Apton. Without better evidence of a demographic shift
toward downtown Apton, it is iust as likely that there is no such trend in Apton. For that
matter, the trend might be in the opposite direction, in which event the manager's recom-
mendation would amount to especially Door advice.

Even assumina that downtown Apton is attracting more residents, relocating down-
town might not result in more customers for UC, especially if downtown residents are not
interested in UC's upscale style and prices. Besides, Hair-Dooz might draw potential
customers away from UC, just as it might have at the mall. Without rulina out these and
other reasons why UC might not benefit from the demographic trend, the manager can-
not convince me that UC would attract more customers, let alone increase its profits, by
moving downtown.

Nor can the manaaer justify the recommended course of action on the basis of the
Brainard salon's success. Perhaps hair salons generally fare betterin downtown Brainard
than downtown Apton, due to demographic differences between the two areas. Or oer-
haps the salon thrives only because it is long-established in downtown Brainard — an
advantage that UC clearly would not have in its new location. In_short, the manager
cannot defend the recommended course of action on the basis of what might be a false
analogy between two hair salons.

Finally, even assumina that the proposed relocation would attract more customers, an
increasein the number of patrons would not necessarilyimprove UC's profitability. Should
UC's expenses turn out higher downtown, they might very well offset increasing rev-
enues, thereby frustrating UC's efforts to improve its profitability.

15
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In sum, the araument relies on what might amount to two poor analogies between UC
and two other salons, as well as a general demographic trend that may or may not apply
to Apton. To strenathen the araument the manager should provide better evidence of a
demographic shift in Apton toward the downtown area, and clear evidence that those
demographics portend success there for an upscale hair salon. Even with this additional
evidence, in order to properlv evaluate the araument | would need to know why Hair-
Dooz relocated, what factors have contributed to the Brainard salon's success, what
factors other than location might have contributed to UC’s sagging profits at the mall,
and what additional, offsetting expenses UC might incur at the new location.

DOs and DON’Ts for the Argument Writing Task

Heresaquick list of DOs and DON'Ts to keep you on the right track in organizing and
composi ng your Argument essay.To reinforcethe ideasin thislist, refer back to it from
time to time as you read the sample essaysin Part 3.

DON'T merdly restateor rehash the stated Argument.The only way to score pointsis
to tell the reader what's wrong with the argument, so keep your i ntroductory paragraph
brief. (Remember: My essaysin Part 3 contain longer introductionsfor the purpose of
recapitulatingthe Argument—for your reference.)

DO andlyzethe Argument with an eyefor uncoveringat least three or four flaws—in
theauthor'slinedf reasoning and use of evidence.Remember:Unlessyou've recognized
and discussed at least threelogical flaws, you've missed somethingsign  cant—and you
won't scorea5 or 6.

DO support each point of your critiquewith sound reasonsand/or relevant examples.

DON'T dray from the argument a hand. Your personal opinions about the issue
discussed in the argument are irrelevant to the Argument writing task.

DO discuss what is required to make the Argument more persuasive and/or what
would help you better evaluate it—if you have time.The last paragraph of your essay is
agood place to accomplish thist ask.

DON'T introduceany new flawsin the concluding paragraph.Your job hereissimply
to reiterate the main points of your critique and possibly to indicate what would be
required to make the Argument more convincingor what additional information would
help you evauateit.

DO organize your pointsof critiquein alogica order,and use transition words and
phrases to connect the various points of your critique. Keep in mind: The sequencein
which theflawsappear in theArgument itsdf isoften asgood asequenceasany for the
pointsdf your critique.
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Reasoning Problems Appearing Frequently in GRE Arguments—and
How to Handle Them

The test makersintentionally incorporate into each GRE Argument numerous flawsin
reasoning and use of evidence that render the Argument vulnerable to criticism.In a
typical Argument you can find three or four distinct areasfor critique. (Glance through
the more than 100 essaysin Pan 3,and you'll notice that most of them contain three or
four body paragraphs—onefor each distinct flaw built into the Argument.)

In thissection you'll explore the logical fallacies and other reasoning problems that
appear most frequently in GRE Arguments. For each problem you'll find a simulated
Argument that illustratesthe problem (you'll recognize some of these as variations of
the two on pages 10 and 11), along with an effective essay response.

NOTE: The examplesin thissection arenot takenfrom actual
GRE Arguments; but they closdly simulate many of the Argu-
ments you'll find in the officia Argument pool. Also keep in
mind that these examplesareabit briefer than complete GRE
Arguments— becauseeach oneisintended toisolate one par-
ticular reasoning problem.

Drawing a Weak Analogy between Two Things

A GRE Argument might draw a conclusion about one thing (perhaps a city, school, or
company) on the basisof an observation about asimilar thing. However,in doing so the
Argument assumesthat because the two things are smilar in certain respects they are
similar in dl respects, at |east asfar as the Argument is concerned. Unless the Argument
provides sufficient evidence to substantiate this assumption (by the way, it won't), the
Argument isvulnerableto criticism. The following example actually involvestwo weak
anaogies.

Argument:

17
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Respons=

Confusing a Cause-and-Effect Relationship with a Mere Correlation or Tem-
poral Sequence
May GRE Arguments rely on the claim that certain events cause other certain events.A
cause-and-effect cdlaim might be based on:
1 asdggnificant correlation between the occurrence o two phenomena (both phe
nomena generally occur together), or
2. atemporal relationship between the two (one event occurred after another).

A dgnificantcorreation or atemporal rel ationshi p between two phenomenaisoneindi-
cationd acause-and-effect relationship between them. However,neither in itsdf sufficesto
prove such arelationship. Unlessthe Argument also considersand eliminatesall other plau
Sble causes d the presumed"result” (by the way, it won't), the Argument is vulnerable to
criticism.The following exampleincorporatesboth dams(1 and 2) listed above.

Argument:
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Respons=

Theargumem conciudes eda
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Assuming That Characteristics of a Group Apply to Every Member of That
Group

A GRE Argument might point out some fact about agenera group—such as students, em-
ployeesor cities—to support aclaim about one particular member of that group. Unlessthe
Argument suppliesclear evidencethat themember isrepresentatived thegroupasawhole
(by the way,it won't), theArgument is vulnerableto criticism.Followingis an example.

Argument:
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Assuming That a Certain Condition Is Necessary and/or Sufficient for a
Certain Outcome
A GRE Argument might recommend acertain course of action, based on one or both of
thefollowing claims:

1. Thecourse of actionisnecessaryto achieveadesired result.

2 Thecourse of action issufficient to achievethe desired result.

Both claimsoften occur in the same Argument, and both are potentially vulnerableto
criticism.With respect to claim 1, the Argument must provide evidence that no other
means of achieving the same result are available (by the way, it won’t). With respect to
clam 2,theArgument must provide strong evidence that the proposed course of action
by itself would be sufficient to bring about the desired result (by the way, it won't).
Lacking this son of evidence, the Argument cannot rely on these claimsto support its
recommendation. In thefollowing example, the response includes two paragraphs; the
first challengesclaim 1, while the second challengesclaim 2.

b Coumysoncdl |

istrict’s elementary-
e national average,
ogram. After all, this
Jing skillsamong
asics the parents of our
iidren will develop the read-

s assumptton mat no alternative means of ;m- . :‘ ;

skible that maé?s other than this or any other reading program
sired result. Perhaps the desired improvement could be
i hired special reading instructors, or encouraged par-
ents to read with ) simply devoted more timeduring schiool to reading.
Without gaaisicering and mﬁng m&t these and other altermative man s of improving
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Relying on Potentially Unrepresentative Statistical Results

A GRE Argument might cite statistical evidence from astudy,survey,or poll involvinga
"sample" group or population, then draw a conclusion about alarger group or popula
tion that the sample supposedly represents.But in order for astatistical sample to reli-
ably represent alarger population,the sample must meet two requirements:
1. Thesamplemust be significant in size (number),asaportion o the overal popu-
lation.
2. Thesample must be representative of the overal populationin termsd relevant
characteristics.

GRE Arguments that cite stati sticsfrom studies,surveys,and pollsoften fal to estab-
lish either of these two requirements. Of course this falure is by design o the test
makers,who are inviting you to cal into question the rdiability of the evidence.The
following example shows how you can handle both problems together,in one para:
graph o your response.

Argument:

21
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Respons=:

Gne brobiem with the oL

Relying on Tainted Results from a Survey or Poll

Asyou just learned,aGRE Argument might draw some conclus oninvolvingagroup based
on datistical data about an insufficient or unrepresentative sample. However,thisis not
theonly potentia problemwith statistical data. The processdf collectingthedatad.e.,the
methodology) might be flawed in away that cdlsinto question the quality d the data,
rendering the data"tainted" and therefore unreliable for the purpose of drawing any con-
clusons.In order for survey or poll resultsto be reliablein qudity:

1. Thesurvey or poll responses must be credible (truthful and accurate). If respon-
dents have reason to provideincompleteor false responses,the resultsare tainted
and unreliable.

2. Themethod of collectingthe data must be unbiased. If responsesare not manda
tory, or if the survey'sform predisposessubjectsto respond in certain ways, then
the resultsare tainted and unreliable.

The following Argument relies on a survey that poses both problems, and the re
sponse addresses both in asingle paragraph.
Argument:

www petersons.com/arco ARCO W GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions



Part One: Getting Ready for GRE Analytical Writing 23
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Assuming That All Things Remain Unchanged over Time

A GRE Argument might rely on evidence collected in the past in order to draw some
conclusion about (or make arecommendationfor) the present or the future. But unless
the Argument providesclear evidence that key circumstancesare smilar now as they
were @ the time past,the Argument isvulnerable to criticism.Followingis an example.

Argument:
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DOs and DON’Ts for Writing Style

According to ETS officias, GRE readers are instructed to place less weight on writing
style and mechanicsthan on content and organization. But thisdoesn't mean that your
writing stylewon't influence the reader or affect your Andytica Writing score. You can
bet that it will! To score high your writing must be:
4 Articulateand precise (through the use of good diction and clear expression)
4 Correct in grammar, mechanics,and usage (conforming to the requirements of
standard written English)
4 Persuasivein style(using rhetorical deviceseffectively)
4 Vaied in sentencelength and structure (to add interest and variety aswell asto
demonstrate maturity and sophistication in writing style)

Al of thisiseasier said than done,of course.Although there's only so much you can
doin afew weeksor even afew monthsto improveyour writing, here are some specific
stylerelated guidelinesthat you can implement right away in your GRE essays.

DO maintain a somewhat formal tone; avoid slang and colloquialisms. Otherwise,
instead of hitting a"home run” with your essay, you'lll be"out of luck" with the GRE
readers,and you'll haveto"snake"your way into a"'bottom-barrel " graduate program.Get
theidea?

DON'T try to make your point with humor or sarcasm. Not that the GRE readers
don't haveasense of humor;it's just that they leaveit at the door when they go to work
for ETS

DONT overuse Latinand other non-English terms.The occasional use of Lain terms
and acronyms—suchas per sg, i.e., and e.g. —is perfectly acceptable. Non-English words
used commonly inacademicwriting— such asvis-a-visand caveat — areal so acceptabl e.
Just don't overdo it.(Note:The GRE word processor won't allow you to include diacriti-
cal marks, liketheoneabovethe"a'in"visavis." But don't worry about it;again,the GRE
readers understand the exam's constraints.)

DONT try too hard to impressthe readerswith your vocabulary By al means, try to
demonstrate a strong vocabulary.(Notice the words“imprudent,”“unfettered,” and " pan-
demic" in my sample Issue essay on page 8).Just don't overdo it; and avoid technical
terminology that only specialistsand scholarsin a specificfield can understand.

DO refer to yourself,at your option. Self-references—singular as well as plural —are
perfectly acceptable, though optional . Just be consistent.

DO be sureyour referencesto the sourceof the statement or argument are appropri-
ate. If no specific source is provided, try using "speaker" or "statement” in your Issue
essay and"author" or "argument” in your Argument essay.
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The Analytical Writing Computer Interface
Asyou'll noticein the screen shot below, the Analytical Writing computer interfacehasa
lot in common with theinterfacefor the multiple-choicesectionsd theexam.At the top
of the screen youll see:
€® Thetime remaining (in minutes) for the current writing task
€& The namedf the test
€ The task,or section,number (either 1 or 2)
At the bottom of the screen you'll see:
4 A QUITTEST button (to stop and cancel your test)
¢ An EXIT SECTION button (to move ahead to the second writing task or to the
next section of your exam)
€ ATIME button (to display time remaining to the nearest second)
€ A HHE Pbutton (to digplay directionsfor using the word processor and the toolbar
buttonsand for responding to the writing topics)
Don't worry:To prevent you from unintentionally quitting the test or exiting a sec-
tion,the test will prompt you to confirm these actions.
NOTE: You'll notice in the screen shot below that the NEXT

button appears light gray, signifying that the button's func-
tioniscurrently disabled.

GRE Analytical Writing.

The following appeared in an advertisement for United Motors trucks:

car-and-truck safety survey that over the course of the last ten years United Motors
vehicles were involved in at least 30 percent fewer fatal accidentsto drivers than

vehicles built by any other single vehicle manufacturer. Now United is devetoping a
one-of-a-kind computerized crash warning system for all its trucks. Clearly, anyone

| "Last year the local television-news program In Focus reported in its annual

This advertisement claims that truck buyers should favor new United
Motors trucks over other new trucks. To support this claim. the ad dtes
United's overall fatality record overa 10-year period, andihe
development of new safety features for United trucks. | n several
respects, however, this evidence provides little credible support for the
the ad's claim.

To begin with, the ad provides no information about the scope of the
survey upon which

Quit Exit

25
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The Analytical Writing Computer Tutorial
Before you begin the timed exam, the testing system will lead you through a multi-
section tutoria that coversdl exam sectionsincludingAndytica Writing. (Each section
stepsyou through aseriesof screens.) During the tutorial,you'l learn:

€ How to use the mouse

€ How to scroll the screen display up and down

€ How to use the toolbar buttons (at the bottom o the screen)

4 How to use the built-in word processor

Yauwon't havetheoption d skippingany section or any screen,and the system will
requireyou to demonstrate competence in using the variouscomputerized features—
including the system's word processor —before you can begin the actual test. You can
aso practice usng the word processor,at your option, before beginning the timed test.

NOTE: Remember that you can elect to provide handwritten
essaysingead of usingtheexam'sword processor;but you must
do so when you make an appointment to st for the exam.

Features and Limitations of the Word Processor

Built into the computerized testing system is a bare-bonesword processor.Let'slook at
itsfeaturesand limitations.

Navigation and Editing —Available Keyboard Commands

Here are the navigationa and editing keysavailablein the test's built-in word processor:

Backspace removes the character to theleft o the cursor
Ddete removes the character to the right of the cursor
Home moves the cursor to the beginning of theline
End movesthe cursor to the end of the Line

Arrow Keys move the cursor up, down, left,or right

Enter insertsa paragraph break (startsanew line)
Page Up movesthe cursor up one page (screen)

Page Down moves the cursor down one page (screen)

Common Keyboard Commands Not Available

Certain often-used features of standard word-processing programs are not availablein
the GRE word processor. For example,no keyboard commandsare availablefor:
TAB—dissbled (does not function)
Beginning/end of paragraph (not available)
Beginning/end of document (not available)
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Mouse-driven editing functions

Cut, Paste, and Undo. In addition to editing keys, the GRE word processor includes
mouse-driven QUT (but not "copy"), PASTE, and UNDO.To cut text, select the text you
wish to cut with your mouse.To paste, position the mouse pointer a the desired inser-
tion spot, then click your mouse. Drag-and-drop cut-and-pasteis not available. Also, the
GRE word processor storesonly your mogt recent cut, paste, or undo.

NOTE: The GRE word processor does not include a"copy"
function. If you want to copy certain text. first cut the text,
and immediatdy pasteit back in thesame position;then move
the cursor and paste the same text elsewhere in your docu-
ment as needed.

Thevertical scroll bar. Onceyou key in 10 linesor s0.you'll have to scroll toview
your entire response. If you don't know how to scroll, the computer tutorial preceding
the test will show you how. For the Argument task,avertical scroll bar will also appear to
the right of the topic itsdf. Be sureto scroll dl the way down to make sure that you've
read the entireArgument.

Spell checking, fonts, attributes, hyphenation, and special characters. The
GRE word processor does not include a spell checker,nor doesit alow you to choose
type-faceor point size.Neither manual nor automeatic hyphenationisavailable.Attributes
such as bold,italics,and underlining are not available, nor are specia charactersthat do
not appear on astandard computer keyboard.

NOTE: Asfor wordsyou would otherwiseitalicize or under-
line (such astitlesor certain non-English words), it's okay to
leave them as is. To dgnify an em-dash (—), use either two
hyphens (- -) or one hyphen with a space both before and
after it (-).

Speed Tips for Using the GRE Word Processor

Let's faceit: Fed typists hold an advantage over dower typists when it comes to GRE
Anaytica Writing.So if you know you'll be in atime crunch, consider using the follow-
ing shortcutsto speed up the pecking process(and be sure to practice these shortcuts
prior to the actual test):

4 In your GRE Argument essay, use shorthand names or acronyms for multiple
word proper nouns. if you use an acronym, be sure to identify it the first time
you use it. For example,in the essay on page 15, which involves UpperCuts, |
indicated “UpperCuts (UC)” in the first sentence, then smply used "UC" from
that point forward.
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€ |nthe GRE Argument essay,cut and paste phrasesthat you use repeatedly.Here
are three examples of the kinds of phrasesyou might wish to use more than
oncein your Argument essay:
"The argument depends on the assumption that..”
"Ancther problemwith the author's recommendationisthat..”
‘Lacking evidence to support this assumption, the author cannot confi-
dently concludethat..”
Instead of typing these phrasesagain and again in your Argument essay,cut and
paste! Then"tweak" them jugt a bit so they aren't dl exactly the same.

4 Inthe GRE Issue essay,if you're running out of timeto compose your introduc-
tory and concluding paragraphs(both of which you should compose after your
body paragraphs),cut and paste your summary paragraph to the end and to the
beginning of your essay. Then, quickly "tweak" the introductory paragraph so
that it readslike an introduction rather than aconclusion.

Scoring, Score Reporting, and Score Evaluation

Shortly after the exam, both of your essayswill be read by qudified ETS "readers,"and one
single Analytical \Writing score (not two separatescores) on ascaefrom0 to6 will beawarded
and reported to you and to the schoolsto which you have directed your scorereport.In this
section I'll explainfurther thisscoring, reporting,and score eva uation process.

How Your Two GRE Essays Are Scored

Within one week after the test, your two essays will be read and graded. Two "readers’
will read and score your Issue essay, and two other readers will read and score your
Argument essay. Each reader evaluatesyour writing independently o the other readers,
and no reader is informed d the others scores. Each reader will employ a"holistic"
grading method in which he or shewill assgn asinglescorefrom0t06 (0,1, 2,3,4,5,0r
6) based on the overdl qudity of your writing. Your final Andytica Writing scoreisthe
averaged thefour readers grades(in half-point intervals).Average scoresfaling midway
between half-pint intervalsare rounded up.

NOTE: If scoresfor an essay differ from each other by more
than one point,athird,very experienced reader will read the
essay and determineits final score.

Just aswith the multi ple-choicesections,you'll aso receive apercentil e rank,from oO-
99 percent.A percentilerank of 60 percent,for example,indicatesthat you scored higher
than 60 percent of all other test takers (and lower than 40 percent of dl other test
takers). Percentileranks reflect your performancerédative to the entire GRE test-taking
population, not jus thosetest takers responding to the same essay topicsasyou.
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The Official Scoring Criteria for GRE Essays

GRE readersfollow the officid scoring criteriathat are printed in the officia GRE Bulle
tin a the officia GRE Web site (www.gre.org). Here are the essentia requirementsfor
topscoring ("6") essays (notice that you can attain atop score of 6 even if your essays
contain minor errorsin grammar,word usage, spelling, and punctuation):

Present Your Perspective on an Issue—
Requirements for a Score of 6 (Outstanding)

¢ The essay developsa position on the issue through the use of incisive reasons
and persuasive examples.

¢ Theessay'sideasare conveyed clearly and articulately.

€ Theessay maintains proper focus on the issue and is well organized.

¢ Theessay demonstratesproficiency fluency,and maturity in itsuse of sentence
structure,vocabulary,and idiom.

¢ The essay demonstrates an excellent command o the elements o Standard
Written English, including grammear, word usage, spelling, and punctuation—
but may contain minor flawsin these areas.

Analyze an Argument—
Requirements for a Score of 6 (Outstanding)

¢ The esay identifiesthe key featuresdf the argument and analyzeseach onein
athoughtful manner.

¢ Theessay supportseach point of critiquewithinsightful reasonsand examples.

¢ Theessay developsitsideasin aclear,organized manner,with appropriatetran-
sitionsto help connect ideas together.

€ Theessay demonstratesproficiency fluency,and maturity in itsuse of sentence
structure, vocabulary,and idiom.

4 The essay demonstrates an excellent command of the elements d Standard
Written English, including grammear, word usage, spelling, and punctuation—
but may contain minor flawsin these areas.

Thecriteriafor lower scoresare based on the onesabove;the only differenceis that
the standard for quality decreasesfor successvely lower scores.

The ETS scoring criteriafor dl six score levelsare publishedin the officiad GRE Bui-
letin,which you can download from the ETSWeb site (www.gre.org). ETSdso provides
the scoring criteriadirectly on itsWeb site.
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Reporting of Scores to Test Takers and to the Schools

Within two weeks after testing, ETS will mail to you an officia score report that will
include your Analytical Writing score. At the same time, ETS will mail a score report to
each school that you have designated to receiveyour score report. BeginningJuly 2003,
score reportswill dso includethe essay responses themsalves.

NOTE: If you elect to provide handwritten essays, expect a
delay o at least four weeksfor score reporting.

How the Schools Use GRE Analytical Writing Scores

Each graduate department determinesfor itsdf how much weight to place on writing
scores relative to other admission criteria (GRE Generd Test scores, GRE Subject Test
scores, GPA, personal statements,recommendation|etters,etc.).An admissions commit-
tee might use writing scores as a preliminary screen for dl applicants;or it might use
writing scores to decide between two equaly quaified candidates. Again, contact the
individual academic departmentsfor their particular policies.

Making the Most of the Time You Have to Prepare for the
GRE Essays

With hundreds of possible GRE essay questions,it would seem adaunting,if not impos
sible, task to prepare for dl of them. Cf course, by reading Part 1 of thisbook you've
dready made significant strides toward attaining your optimal Analytical Writing score.
But what about Parts 2 and 3 of this book?Whet about doing research for the Issue
essaysAVhat about composing practi ce essays?In thissectionare my recommendations
for making the best use of the time you have to get ready for GRE Analytical Writing.

Don't Try To Memorize My Sample Essays

If you actudly were to memorizedl of the sample essaysin Parts 2 and 3 of this book
and reproduceany two of them on the actual exam,you would well deserve the highest
possiblescore, jud for the effort! OF course, that's my opinion. Unfortunatdly, that's not
theway thefalksat ETS view things.Beforewarned:GRE readerswill haveaccessto this
book and are Likdy to recognize plagiarism when they see it. There’s nothing wrong
with borrowing idess, reasons,and trangitional phrasesfrom my sample essays. Do try,
however, to include your own specific examples, especidly in your Issue essay; and be
surethat in both essaysyou expressyour ideasin your own words.

Practice, Practice, and Practice!

Yau could read this book cover to cover ten timesand still perform poorly on the actual
exam.There’s no substitutefor putting yoursaf to the task under simulated exam condi-
tions, especidly under the pressure of time. Compose as many practice essays as you

ww.petersons.com/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions



wiPariQne; Getting,Ready for GRE Analytical Writing

reasonably havetimefor,responding to theofficial questions.As you do so,keepin mind
thefollowing points of advice:
4 Always practice under timed conditions.l cannot overemphasize this point. Un-
lessyou are put under the pressurecf time, you redly won't be reedy for the test.
€ Unlessyou planto provide handwritten essays,dwaysuseaword processor for
your practice tests. Restrict your use of editing functionsto the ones provided
on the real exam.
€ Evduate your practice essays. Practicing isn't all that helpful if you make the
same blunders again and again. After composing an essay, use the officia scar-
ing criteriato evaluateit. (Better yet, ask an English professor to evaluateit for
you.) Then reflect on your weaknesses,and concentrate on improvingin those
areasthe next time.Don't worry if your essaysdon't turn out as polished asthe
samplesin Parts 2 and 3 of this book. Concentrate instead on improvingyour
own performance.

Take Notes on a Variety of Issue Topics and Arguments from the
Official Pool

Download the complete pool via this book's supplementary Web site (www.west.net/
~stewart/grewa). Select ten to fifteen |ssue topics covering diversethemes,and any ten
to fifteen Arguments. For each one perform the pre-writing steps you learned about here
in Part 1.Limit your timeto my recommended limits,and keep your mind aswell asyour
pencil moving!

Take Notes on Selected Essays from Parts 2 and 3 of This Book

For the I ssuewriting task,identify thematic areas (from the Lig earlier in Part 1) inwhich
you're especially deficient, then get up to speed for these areas by reading the relevant
essaysin Part 2.As you read these selected essays.

€ Pick up thesisideasfrom thefirst and last paragraphsof each essay.
€4 Make note d reasonsyou find clearest, most convincing,or most useful.

4 Highlight transition and rhetorical phrases. (Then, asyou compose practice es-
says, make a special effort to incorporate your favorite phrases so that they be-
come part of your natural writing style.)

For the Argument writing task, randomly select as many essays from Part 3 as you
reasonably have time to consider. For each essay:

€ |dentify each type of reasoning problem that the essay discusses and that you
learned about earlierin Part 1.

€ Highlighttransition phrases, which connect the essay'spoints of critique. (Make
aspecial effort to incorporate similar phrasesinto your practice essays.)

31
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Consult My Other GRE Analytical Writing Book

If your analytical-writingskills need significant improvement further help isavailablein nmy
complementary book: Writing Skills for the GRE/GMAT Tests (a0 published by Peterson's).
The book places special emphasison building rhetorical writing skills, organizingyour two
GRE essays, and avoiding or correcting common language, granmar,and other mechanica
problems.The book &0 exploresadditiona (lessfrequent) reasoning problemswith Argu-
mentsin theofficid pool.Findlyto hel pimproveand polish your andytica writingskills, the
book containsavariety of reinforcement exercisesfor each writing task.

Dig Even Further for Issue Ideas and Examples

Referring to the list of Issue themesearlier in Part 1, roll up your deevesand hit the
proverbial stacksfor Issueideas.All formsof mediaare fair game.

Magazines
The periodicaslisted below feature articlesthat cover common Issue themes:

US. News & World Report: notable current events

The Economist: political and economic ideology

Reason: ideology and culture (loads of "cross-discipling’ articles)

The New Yorker: arts, humanities,sociology, popul ar culture

The Futurist: cultural and technological trends

With thislist in hand, head to your loca library or the magazineésWeb site and rifle

through some back issues or archived articles.Y oull come away brimming over with
ideasfor Issue essays.

Books
Check out booksthat survey key peopl e, events, and developmentsin variousareas of
human endeavor. Here are two useful onesto start with:

A History of Knowledge: Past, Present, and Future,by Charlesvan Doren (Birch Lane
Press,1991)

The World’s Greatest Ideas: An Encyclopedia of Social | nventions,ed. by Nicholas
Alberly, et d (New Society Publications, 2001)

Your notes from college course work

Try dusting off your notesfrom college survey coursesin art, science, history, politics,
and sociology.You might surpriseyourself with what you'll find that you can recycleinto
aGRE Issue essay.
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The Web

Take advantage of the World Wide Web to brush up on common Issue themes. At the
supplementary Web site for my book Writing Skills for the GRE/GMAT Tests
(www.west.net/~stewart/ws),['ve providedlinksto avariety of Web sitesthat are ussful
for this purpose. (Go to the"ExpandedTable of Contents," then click through to"Online
Resourcesfor IssueTopics.")

Television and Video

If you're acouch potato, tunein to the History Channdl or to your local FBS station for
Issue-essay ideas. Also consider purchasing (or renting from a library) "History of the
Millennium,"a 3-hour A&E (Arts & Entertainment) channel production, which surveys
the 100 most influential people of the most recent millennium (1000-1999).Zeroin on
afew of thefeatured artists, scientists, political leaders,and philosophers,and you'll be
ready with good Issue examples.

Keep Your Perspective

The strategieslisted above can be time-consuming. If you have ample time before exam
day,then go the extramile (or kilometer).But what if you don't have timefor additional
reading and brainstorming?Take heart: The specific reasons and supporting examples
you citeinyour |ssue essay are only one of several scoring criteria,and by no meansthe
most important. Your primary concern should be with:

€ developing aposition that accountsfor the statement'scomplexity and implica
tions,and that acknowledgesother viewpoints,and
€ expressing that position clearly,in abalanced, well-organized essay.

Also keep in mind: During your exam the testing systemwill present to you two Issue
topics, and you can choosefor your response whichever topic you are morefamiliar or
comfortablewith.
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Sample Responsestothe
Real | ssuePer goective
Questions

PART 2 contains sample responses to more than 100 officid |ssue-Perspectiveques-
tions.You can download the officia questionsviathisbook' s supplementaryWeb site
(www.west.net/~stewart/grewa). Asyou study the responses here in Part 2, keepin
mind:

€ These essaysare not responsesthat actual GRE test takers composed;they are
responsesthat | wrote. And,they are not"the" answers;after all, thereisno one
"correct” responseto any GRE Issue-Perspectivequestion.

€ | did not composethese essaysunder timed conditions. Moreover,| did quitea
bit of fine-tuning to make them better models for you to study. So don't be
concerned if your essaysaren't as polished,or as lengthy,as mine. Be redlistic
about what you can produce in 45 minutes.

€ Theseessaysareintended to provide you with substantive,organizational,and
style ideas for composing your |ssue-Perspective essay; but they are not for
copyingword-for-word.Beforewarned:GRE readers will beon thelookout for
plagiarism.
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Issue 1
Do we learn the most from people whose views we share?

Do we learn more from people whose ideas we share in common than from those
whoseideas contradict ours? The speaker claimsso,for thereason that disagreement
can cause stressand inhibit learning.| concede that undue discord can impede learn-
ing. Otherwise, in my view we |learn far more from discourse and debate with those
whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own.

Admittedly,under some circumstances disagreement with others can be counter-
productive to learning. For supporting examples,one need look no further than a
television set. On today'stypical television or radio talk show, disagreement usually
manifestsitsalf in meaninglessrhetorical bouts and shouting matches, during which
opponents vie to have their own message heard, but have little interest either in
finding common ground with or in acknowledgingthe meritsof the opponent's view-
point. Understandably,neither the combatants nor theviewerslearn anything mean-
ingful.In fact, these battlesonly serve to reinforce the predispositions and biases of
al concerned.The end result isthat learning isimpeded.

Disagreement can also inhibit learning when two opponents disagree on funda-
mental assumptions needed for meaningful discourse and debate. For example, astu-
dent of paleontology learns little about the evolution of an anima species under
current study by debating with an individual whosereligiousbelief system precludes
the possibility of evolutionto begin with. And,economics and financestudentslearn
little about the dynamics of a laissez-faire system by debating with a socialist whose
view is that a centralized power should control al economic activity.

Aside from the foregoing two provisos, however, | fundamentally disagree with
the speaker's claim. Assumingcommon ground between two rational and reasonable
opponents willing to debate on intellectual merits, both opponents stand to gain
much from that debate. Indeed it is primarily through such debate that human know!l-
edge advances,whether at the personal, community,or global level.

At the personal level, by listening to their parents rationalefor their seemingly
oppressive rules and policies, teenagers can learn how certain behaviors naturally
carry certain undesirable consequences. At the sametime, by listeningto their teen-
agersconcerns about autonomy and about peer pressures parentscan learn the valu-
ablelesson that effective parenting and control are two different things. At the com-
munity level ,through dispassionatedialogue an environmental activist can come to
understand the | egitimate economic concerns o those whose jobs depend on the
continued profitableoperation of afactory. Conversaly,thelatter might standtolearn
much about the potential public-health price to be paid by ensuring job growth and
alow unemployment rate. Findly,at the global level,two nationswith opposing po-
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litical or economic interests can reach mutudly beneficia agreementsby striving to
understand the other'slegitimateconcernsfor its national security,its political sover-
eignty,the stability of itseconomy and currency, and so forth.

In sum, unless two opponentsin adebate are each willing to play on the same
fiedld and by the samerules,| concede that disagreement can impedelearning. Other-
wise, reasoned discourse and debate between people with opposing viewpointsis
the very foundation upon which human knowledge advances. Accordingly,on bal-
ance the speaker isfundamentally correct.

Issue 4

Advancementsin a field of study and outside experts

ARCO

| strongly agree with the assertion that significant advancesin knowledge require
expertisefrom various fields.The world around us presentsa seamlessweb of phys-
ca and anthropogenicforces,which interact in waysthat can be understood only in
the context of avariety o disciplines. Two examples that aptly illustrate this point
involve thefidds o cultura anthropol ogy and astronomy.

Consider how a cultural anthropologist's knowledge about an ancient civiliza
tion is enhanced not only by the expertise of the archeologist—who unearths the
evidence—but ultimately by the expertise of biochemigts, geologists,linguists, and
even astronomers.By andyzingthe hair, nails, blood,and bonesof mummified bodies,
biochemists and forensic scientists can determinethe life expectancy,general well-
being,and common causesof death of the population.These expertscan aso ensure
the proper preservationdf evidencefound a the archeological site. A geologist can
help identify the source and age o the materialsused for tools, weapons, and struc-
tures—thereby enabling the anthropologist to extrapolate about the civilization's
economy, tradesand work habits,lifestyles,extent of travel and mobility,and soforth.
Linguistsare needed to interpret hieroglyphicsand extrapol atefrom found fragments
o writings. And an astronomer can help explain the layout of an ancient city aswdll
asthe design,structure and position o monuments, tombs, and temples—since an-
cients often looked to the starsfor guidancein building citiesand structures.

An even more striking example of how expertisein diversefields is needed to
advance knowledgeinvolvesthe areaof astronomy and spaceexpl oration.Significant
advancementsin our knowledged the solar system and the universerequireincreas
ingly keen tools for observation and measurement. Telescope technology and the
measurement of celestial distances, masses, volumes,and S0 forth, are the domain o
astrophysicists. These advances aso require increasingly sophisticated means of ex-
ploration. Manned and unmanned exploratory probes are designed by mechanica,
electrical,and computer engineers. And to build and enable these technologiesre
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quiresthe acumen and savvy of businessleaders, managers,and politicians. Even dip-
lomatsmight play arole—insofar as mgjor space projects require international coop-
erative effortsamong theworld's scientistsand governments. And ultimately it isour
philosopherswhose expertise helps provide meaning to what we learn about our
universe.

In sum,no areadf intellectual inquiry operatesin avacuum. Because the sciences
are inextricably related, to advance our knowledge in any one areawe must under-
stand the interplay among them al. Moreover, it isour non-scientistswho make pos-
sible the science,and who bring meaning to what we learn from it.

Issue b5
The merits of a national curriculum for schools

The speaker would prefer a national curriculum for al children up until collegein-
stead of adlowing schoolsin different regions the freedom to decide on their own
curricula.| agree insofar as some common core curriculum would serve useful pur-
poses for any nation. At the same time, however,individua states and communities
should have somefreedomto augment any such curriculum asthey seefit;otherwise,
anation'seducational system might defeat itsown purposesin the long term.

A national core curriculumwould be beneficia to anation in a number o re-
spects.Firgt of all,by providingal children with fundamental skillsand knowledge,a
common core curriculumwould help ensure that our children grow up to become
reasonably informed, productive members of society. In addition, a common core
curriculum would provide a predictabl e foundation upon which college administra:
tors and faculty could more eadly build curricula and select course materials for
freshmen that are neither below nor above their level of educational experience.
Hnaly,acorecurriculumwould ensure that al school-childrenare taught core values
upon which any democrati c soci ety dependsto thrive,and even survive—vauessuch
astolerance of otherswith different viewpoints,and respect for others.

However,acommon curriculumthat isaso an exclusveone would pose certain
problems,which might outweigh the benefits, noted above. First of al,on what basis
would certain course work be included or excluded,and who would be the fina
decison-maker?In dl likelihood these decisions would be in the hands o federal
legidators and regulators,who are likdy to have their own quirky notions o what
should and should not be taught to 'children—notionsthat may or may not reflect
thosedf most communities,schools,or parents.Besides,government officidsare no-
torioudy susceptible to influence-peddling by lobbyists who do not have the best
interestsaf society's children in mind.
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Secondly,an officid ,federally sanctioned curriculumwould facilitatethe dissemi-
nation of propaganda and other dogma—which because o its biased and one-sided
nature underminesthe very purpose d true education:to enlighten.l can eesily fore-
see the banning of certain text books, programs,and Web sitesthat provide informa
tion and perspectivesthat the government might wish to suppress—assome sort of
threat to its authority and power. Although this scenario might seem far-fetched,
these sortsdf concernsare being raised dready at the state level.

Thirdly, the inflexible nature of a uniform national curriculum would preclude
the incluson o programs, courses, and materialsthat are primarily of regiond or
local significance.For example,Cdiforniarequireschildren at certain grade levelsto
learn about the history of particular ethnic groupswho make up the state'sdiverse
population. A national curriculum might not alow for thisfeature,and Cdifornias
youngsters would be worse off as a result of their ignorance about the traditions,
vaues,and cultura contributionsor &l the peoplewhose citizenship they share.

Findly,it ssemsto me that imposing a uniform national curriculum would serve
to undermine the authority of parents over their own children, to even a greater
extent than uniform state laws currently do. Admittedly, laws requiring parents to
ensure that their children receive an educeation that meets certain minimum stan-
dardsare well-justifiedfor the reasons mentioned earlier. However,when such stan-
dardsare imposed by the state rather than a the community level parents are left
with far less power to participate meaningfully in the decision-making process. This
problem would only be exacerbated were these decisionsleft exclusvely to federal
regulators.

In thefinal anays s homogeni zation o el ementary and secondary educationwould
amount to adouble-edged sword. While it would serve asan insurance policy againgt
afuturepopulated withilliteratesand ignoramuses,at the same time it might serveto
obliteratecultura diversity and tradition. The optimal federa approach,in my view,is
a balanced one that imposesa basic curriculumyet leavesthe rest up to each state—
or better yet,to each community.

Issue 7
The growing significance of the video camera

According to the speaker, the video recording is a more important means o docu-
menting contemporary life than awritten record because video recordingsare more
accurateand convincing. Although | agree that avideo providesamore objectiveand
accurate record o an event's spatial aspects, there isfar more to document in life
than what we see and hear.Thus, the speaker overstatesthe comparative significance
d video as adocumentary tool.
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For the purpose of documenting temporal,spatial eventsand experiences,I agree
that a video record is usualy more accurate and more convincing than a written
record. It is impossible for anyone, no matter how keen an observer and skilled a
journaligt, to recount in complete and objective detail such eventsas the winning
touchdown at the Super Bowl, a Balanchine ballet,the Tournament of Roses Parade,
or the scene a the intersection o Florence and Normandy streets during the 1992
Los Angdesriots. Yet these are important eventsin contemporary life—the sort of
eventswe might put in atime capsulefor the purpose of capturingour lifeand times
a the turn o thismillennium.

The growing documentary role of video is not limited to semina eventslike those
described above.Video surveillancecamerasare obj ectivewitnesseswith perfect memo-
ries. Thus, they can play avitd evidentiary role in legd proceedings—such as those
involving robbery, drug trafficking, police misconduct, motor vehicle violations, and
even malpracticein a hospital operating room. Indeed, whenever moving images are
central to an event the video cameraissuperior to thewritten word. A written descrip-
tion of ahurricane, tornado, or volcanic eruption cannot convey itsimmediate power
and awesome nature like a video record. A diary entry cannot "replay" that wedding
reception, dance recital, or surprise birthday party as accurately or objectively as a
video record. And a real estate brochure cannot inform about the lighting, spacious
ness,or general ambiancedf afeatured property nearly as effectively asavideo.

Nonethelessfor certain other purposeswritten recordsare advantageousto and
more appropriate than video records.For example,certainlegd mattersare best left
towritten documentation:videoisdf no practical use in documenting the termsaof a
complex contractual agreement,an incorporation,or the establishment of a trust.
Andvideoisdf littleuse when it comesto documenting a person’'ssubjectivestate of
mind,impressions,or reflectionsd an event or experience.l ndeed, to the extent that
personal interpretation adds dimension and richness to the record, written docu-
mentation is actually moreimportant than video.

Fndly,avideo record is o no use in documenting statitical or other quantitative
information.Returning to the riot example mentioned earlier,imaginerelying on avideo
to document the financia loss to store owners, the number of police and firefighters
involved,and so forth. Completeand accurate video documentationd suchinformation
would requirevideo camerasat every street corner and in every aded every store.

In sum, the speaker'sclaim overstatesthe importanced video records,at least to
someextent.When it comesto capturing,storing,and recalingtemporal gpatid events,
video recordsare inherently more objective,accurate,and compl ete. However,what
we view through a cameralens providesonly one dimension of our life and times;
written documentation will aways be needed to quantify, demystify, and provide
meaning to the world around us.
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Issue 8
Should political leaders withhold information from the public?

| agree with the speaker that it is sometimes necessary,and even desirablefor politi-
cal leadersto withhold informationfrom the public. A contrary view would reved a
naivete about the inherent nature of public politics,and about the sorts of compro-
mises on the part of well-intentioned political |eaders necessary in order to further
the public's ultimate interests. Neverthel ess,we must not alow our political leaders
undue freedom to withhold information; otherwise,we risk sanctioning demagogu-
ery and undermining the philosophical underpinningsaof any democratic society.

One reason for my fundamental agreement with the speaker isthat in order to
gain the opportunity for effective public leadership.awoul d-beleader must first gain
and maintain political power. In the game o palitics. complete forthrightnessis a
dgn o vulnerabilityand naivete,neither of which earn apoalitician respect among his
or her opponents,and which those opponents will use to every advantageto defeat
the palitician.In my observation, some measure of pandering to the electorate is
necessary to gain and maintain political |eadership.For example,weredl politicians
tofully discloseevery personal foibles,character flaw, and detail concerning personal
life,few honest politicianswould ever by elected. While thisview might seem cynical,
personal scandals havein fact proven the undoing of many a political career;thus, |
think thisview isredlidtic.

Another reasonwhy | essentially agree with the speaker isthat fully disclosingto
the public certain types of information would threaten public safety and perhaps
even national security. For example,if the President were to disclosethegovernment's
strategiesfor thwarting specific plansof an international terrorist or adrug trafficker,
those strategies would surdly fail,and the public's health and safety would be com-
promised as aresult. Withholding information might aso be necessary to avoid pub-
lic panic. While such casesare rare,they do occur occasiondly.For example,during
thefirstfew hoursaf the new millenniumthe U.S. Pentagon'smissile defense system
experienced a Y2K-related malfunction. This fact was withheld from the public until
later in the day,once the problem had been solved;and legitimately so,since immedi-
ate disclosure would have served no useful purpose and might even have resulted in
mass hysteria.

Having recognized that withholding information from the public is often neces
say to servetheinterestsof that public,legitimate political |eadership nevertheless
requiresforthrightnesswith the citizenry as to the leader's motives and agenda. His-
tory informs us that would-be leaders who lack such forthrightness are the same
oneswho seize and maintain power either by bruteforce or by demagoguery —that
is, by deceiving and manipulating the citizenry. Paragons such as Genghis Khan and
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Hitler, respectively, come immediately to mind. Any democratic society should of
course abhor demagoguery,which operates against the democratic principleof gov-
ernment by the people. Consider dso less egregious examples, such as President
Nixon’s withholding of information about his active role in the Watergate cover-up.
His behavior demonstrated aconcern for self-interest above the broader interestsof
the democratic system that granted his political authority in the first place.

In sum,the game of poaliticscalsfor a certain amount of disingenuousnessand
lack of forthrightnessthat we might otherwi se characterize as dishonesty. And such
behavior is anecessary meansto the final objectiveof effective political leadership.
Neverthel ess,in any democracy aleader who relieschiefly on deception and secrecy
to preservethat leadership,to advanceaprivateagenda,or to conceal salfish motives,
betraysthe democracy —and ends up forfeiting the political game.

Issue 10
Government's duty to preserve cultural traditions

The speaker'scam isactualy threefold: (1) ensuringthe survival of large citiesand,
inturn,that of cultural traditions,isaproper functionaof government;(2) government
support isneeded for our large citiesand cultural traditionsto surviveand thrive;and
(3) cultural traditionsare preserved and generated primarilyin our largecities.| strongly
disagreewith dl three claims.

Frg of all, subsidizing cultural traditionsis not aproper role of government. Ad
mittedly, certain objectives, such as public health and sifety, are so essentia to the
surviva of largecitiesand of nationsthat government has aduty to ensurethat they
are met. However, these objectives should not extend tenuously to preserving cul-
tural traditions. Moreover,government cannot possibly play an evenhanded role as
cultural patron. Inadequate resources call for restrictions,priorities,and choices.Itis
unconscionable to rel egate normative decisions as to which cities or cultural tradi-
tionsare moredeserving, valuable, or needy to afew legidatorswhose notionsabout
culture might be misguided or unrepresentative of those of the general populace.
Also,legidatorsare dl too likdy to make choicesin favor of the cultural agendas o
their home towns and states, or of lobbyistswith the most money and influence.

Secondly,subsidizing cultural traditionsis not anecessary role of government. A
lack of private funding might justify an exception. However, culture—by which |
chiefly mean the fine arts—has dways depended primarily on the patronage o pri-
vateindividualsand businesses,and not on the government. The Medicis, a powerful
bankingfamily of Renaissanceltdy, supported artistsMicheangeoand Raphadl .Dur-
ing the twentieth century the primary sourced cultural support were private foun-
dations established by industrial magnates Carnegie, Mdlon, Rockefdler,and Getty.
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And tomorrow cultural support will comefrom our new technology and media mo-
guls—including the likes of Ted Turner and Bill Gates. In short, philanthropy is dive
and well today, and so government need not intervene to ensure that our cultural
traditionsare preserved and promoted.

Fndly, and perhaps most importantly, the speaker unfairly suggests that large
cities serve as the primary breeding ground and sanctuaties for a nation's cultural
traditions. Today a nation's distinct cultura traditions—its folk art, crafts, traditional
songs, customsand ceremonies—burgeon instead in smdl towns and rural regions.
Admittedly, our cities do serve as our centersfor "high art"; big cities are where we
deposit, digplay, and boast the world's preeminent art, architecture,and music. But
big-city culture haslittle to do anymore with one nation'sdistinct cultura traditions.
After al, modern cities are essentially multicultural stew pots;accordingly, by assst-
ing large cities agovernment is actually helping to create agloba culture aswell to
subsidizethe traditions of other nations cultures.

In thefina analysis,government cannot philosophicaly justify asssting largecities
for the purposed either promotingor preservingthe nation'scultural traditions;nor is
government assistance necessary toward these ends. Moreover, assiging large cities
would havelittle bearing on our distinct cultural traditions,which abide €l sewhere.'

Issue 11

The benefits of a global university

ARCO

| agreethat it would serve the interestsdf dl nationsto establish agloba university
for the purposecdf solving theworld's most persistent social problems.Nevertheless,
such a university poses certain risksthat dl participating nations must be careful to
minimize—or risk defeating the university's purpose.

One compelling argument in favor of agloba university hasto do with the fact
that its faculty and studentswould bring diverse cultural and educational perspec-
tivesto the problemsthey seek to solve.lt seemsto me that nationscan only benefit
from a globa university where studentslearn ways in which other nations address
certain socia problems—successfully or not. It might be tempting to think that an
overly diversfied academic community would impede communication among stu-
dents and faculty. However,in my view any such concerns are unwarranted,espe-
adly considering the growing awarenessdf other peoplesand culturesthat the mass
media,and especidly the I nternet,have created. M oreover,many basic principlesused
to solveenduring social problemsknow no nationa boundaries;thus,auseful insight
or discovery can come from aresearcher or student from any nation.

Another compelling argument for a globa university involves the increasingly
global natured certain problems.Consider, for instance,the depl etion d atmospheric
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ozone,which haswarmed the Earth to the point that it threatens the very survival of

the human species. Also,we are now learning that clear-cuttingtheworld'srainforests
can set into motion a chain of animal extinction that threatens the delicate balance
upon which dl animas—including humans— depend. Also consider that afinancia

criss—or a political crisisor natural disaster—in one country can spell trouble for
foreign companies, many of which are now multinational in that they rely on the
|abor forces,equipment, and raw materialsof other nations.Environmental, economic,

and political problemssuch asthese dl carry grave socia consequences— increased
crime, unemployment,insurrection, hunger,and so forth. Solving these problemsre
quiresglobal cooperation—whichaglobal university can facilitate.

Notwithstanding the foregoing reasonswhy aglobal university would help solve
many of our most pressing socia problems, the establishment of such a university
posescertain problemsadf itsown that must be addressed in order that the university
can achieveitsobjectives. First, participant nationswoul d need to overcomeamyriad
of administrativeand political impediments.All nationswoul d need to agreeon which
problemsdemand the university'sattention and resources,which areas of academic
research are worthwhile, aswell as agreeing on policiesand procedures for making,
enforcing,and amending these decisions.Query whether afunctional global univer-
sity ispalitically feasible,given that sovereign nations naturally wish to advance their
own agendas.

A second problem inherent in establishing a global university involvesthe risk
that certain intellectual and research avenues would become officialy sanctioned
while others of equal or greater potential value would be discouraged, or perhaps
even proscribed. A telling example of the inherent danger of setting and enforcing
official research prioritiesinvolvesthe Soviet government'sattemptsduring the 1920s
to not only control the direction and the goals o its scientists research but also to
distort the outcome of that research— ostensiblyfor the greatest good of the greatest
number of people. Not surprisingly, during this time period no significant scientific
advances occurred under the auspices of the Soviet government. The Soviet lesson
provides an important caveat to administrators of a globa university: Significant
progressin solving pressing socia problemsrequiresan open mindto al soundideas,
approaches, and theories—irrespective of the ideologiesaof their proponents.

A find problem with a globa university isthat the world's preeminent intellec-
tual talent might be drawn to the sonsdf problemsto which the university ischarged
with solving, while parochial social  problem go unsolved.While this is not reason
enough not to establishagloba university,it neverthel essisaconcern that university
administratorsand participant nations must be aware of in allocating resources and
intellectual talent.
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To sum up, given the increasingly global nature of the world's socid problems,
and the escalating costsof addressing these problems,aglobal university makesgood
sense. And,since dl nationswould have acommoninterest in seeing thisendeavor
succeed, ity intuition isthat participating nationswould be able to overcome what-
ever procedural and political obstaclesthat might stand in the way of success. As
long aseach nation is careful not to neglect its own unique socia problems,and as
long as the university'sadministratorsare careful to remain open-minded about the
legitimacy and potential vaue of variousavenuesaf intellectual inquiry and research,
agloba university might go along way toward solving many o the world's pressing
socia problems.

| ssue 13
Government's duty to preserve lesser-known languages

The speaker asserts that governments o countries where lesser-known languages
are spoken should intervene to prevent these languages from becoming extinct. |
agree insofar as a country'sindigenous and distinct languages should not be aban-
doned and forgotten atogether. At some point, however, | think cultura identity
shouldyidd to the more practical considerationsof day-today Lifein agloba society.

Onthe one hand,the indigenouslanguage of any geographical regionis part-and-
parcel of the cultural heritagedf the region's natives.In nmy observation,we humans
have a basic psychological need for individual identity, which we define by way of
our membershipindistinct cultural groups. A culturedefines itsdf in variousways—
by its unique traditions,rituals, mores, attitudes,and beliefs, but especially language.
Thereforewhen a peopl €'slanguage becomesextinct the result isadiminished sense
of pride,dignity,and self-worth.

One need look no further than continental Europe to observe how peoplecling
tenacioudy to their distinct languages,despite thefact that thereis no practical need
for themanymore. And on the other side of theAtlantic Ocean,the French Canadians
stubbornly insist on French astheir officia language,for the sole purpose of preserv-

-ing their distinct cultura heritage. Even where no distinct language exists, people
will invent one to gain asense o cultura identity, as the emergence o the distinct
Ebonic cant among today'sAfrican Americansaptly illugtrates. In short, people resist
language assimilation because of a basic human need to be part of adistinct cultural
group.

Another important reason to prevent the extinction of alanguageisto preserve
the distinct ideasthat only that particul ar language can convey.Certain Native Ameri-
can and Oriental languages,for instance, contain words symbolizing spiritual and
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other abstract conceptsthat only these culturesembrace. Thus, in some casesto lose
alanguage would be to abandon cherished beliefs and ideas that can be conveyed
only through language.

On the other hand,in today's high-tech world of satellite communicationsglobda
mohility,and especialy the I ntemet,languagebarriersserve primarily toimpedecross
cultural communication,which in turn impedes international commerce and trade.
Moreover,|language barriersnaturally breed misunderstandingacertain distrust and,
asaresult,discord and even war among nations. Moreover,in my view the extinction
o al but afew mgjor languages is inexorable—as supported by the fact that the
Intemet has adopted English asitsofficial language. Thus, by interveningto preserve
a dying language a government might be deploying its resources to fight alosing
battle, rather than to combat more pressing social problems—such as hunger,
homel essness, disease, and ignorance—that plague nearly every society today.

In sum, preservingindigenouslanguagesis,admittedly,aworthy goa ;maintaining
its own distinct language affords a people a sense of pride, dignity,and self-worth.
Moreover, by preserving languageswe honor a peopl €'s heritage, enhanceour under-
standing of history,and preserve certain ideas that only some languages properly
convey. Neverthel ess,the economic and political drawbacksaof language barriersout-
weigh the benefitsdf preserving adying language. In the final anayss, government
should devoteitstimeand resourceselsewhere,and leaveit to the peoplethemsalves
to take whatever steps are needed to preserve their own distinct languages.

Issue 16
Do luxuries prevent our becoming strong and independent?

Do modem luxuriesserveto undermineour true strength and independenceasindi-
viduals?The speaker believes so, and | tend to agree. Consider the automobile,for
example.Mog peopleconsider the automobilea necessity rather than aluxury; yet it
isfor thisvery reason that the automobileso aptly supports the speaker's point. To
the extent that we depend on carsas crutches,they prevent usfrom becoming truly
independent and strong in character asindividuals.

Considerfirgt theeffect of the automobileon our independenceasindividualsin
some respects the automobile servesto enhance such independence. For example,
carsmakeit possiblefor peoplein isolated and depressed areaswithout public trans
portation to become moreindependent by pursinggainful employment outsidetheir
communities. And teenagersdiscover that owning a car,or even borrowing one on
occasion, affords them a needed sense o independencefrom their parents.

However, cars have diminished our independencein a number of more signifi-
cant respects.Weve grown dependent on our carsfor commuting to work.We rdy
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on them like crutchesfor short tripsto the corner store,and for carting our children
to and from school. Moreover, the car has become a means not only to our assorted
physica destinations but aso to the attainment of our socioeconomic goals,insofar
as the automobile has become a symbol of status.In fact,in my observation many,if
not most, working professionalswillingly undermine their financial security for the
sake of being seen driving thisyear's new S W or luxury sedan. In short,we've be-
come davesto the automobile.

Consider next the overdl impact of the automobileon our strength as individu-
as by which | mean strength of character,or mettle. | would be hard-pressedto list
one way in which the automobile enhances on€e's strength of character. Driving a
powerful S W might afford a person a feeling and appearance of strength, or ma
chismo.But thisfeeling has nothing to do with a person'strue character.

In contrast, there is a certain strength o character that comes with eschewing
modern conveniencessuch ascars,and with the knowledge that oneiscontributingto
acleaner and quieter environment,asafer neighborhood,and arguably a more genteel
society. Also, dternative modes o transportation such as bicycling and walking are
formsd exercisethat require and promote the virtue of selfdiscipline.FAndly,in my
observationpeoplewho haveforsaken theautomobilespend moretimeat home,where
they are moreinclined to prepare and even grow their own food,and to spend more
timewith their families. The former enhances one'sindependence;thel atter enhances
theintegrity of one's values and the strength of one's family.

To sum up, the automobile hel psillustratethat when aluxury becomes a neces
gty it can sap our independence and strength as individuals. Perhaps our society is
better off,on balance,with such"luxuries';after dl,the automobileindustry hascre-
ated countless jobs, raised our standard of living, and made the world more interest-
ing. However, by becoming davesto the automobilewe trade off acertain indepen-
dence and inner strength.

Issue 17

Our duty to disobey unjust laws

ARCO

According to this statement, each person has aduty to not only obey just laws but
adso disobey unjust ones. In my view this statement istoo extreme,in two respects.
Firgt,it wrongly categorizesany law as either just or unjust; and secondly, it recom-
mends an ineffective and potentially harmful meansof legd reform.

Firgt,whether al awis just or unjust is rarely astraightforwardissue. The fairnessof
any law dependson one's personal vauesystem.This is especialy truewhen it comesto
personal freedoms. Consider,for example, the controversia issue of abortion.Individuas
with particular rdigiousbdiefstend toview lawsalowing mothersan abortionchoiceas
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unjust,while individuaswith other value sysems might view such lawseas jud.

Thefairnessof alaw aso dependson one's personal interest,or stake,in the lega
issue at hand. After all,in ademocraticsociety the chief function of lawsisto strikea
bal ance among competing interests. Consider, for example, alaw that regulates the
toxic effluentsa certain factory can emit into a nearby river.Such lawsare designed
chiefly to protect public health. But complying with the regulation might be costly
for the company; the factory might be forced to lay off employees or shut down
altogether,or increasethe price o its productsto compensatefor the cost of compli-
ance. At slake are the respectiveinterestsd the company's owners, employees,and
customers, as well as the opposing interests o the region's residents whose health
and safety are impacted. In short, the fairness d the law is subjective, depending
largely on how one's personal interests are affected by it.

The second fundamenta problem with the statement is that disobeying unjust laws
often has the opposite affect d what was intended or hoped for. Mag anyone would
argue for instancethat our federd sysem o incometaxationisunfair in one respect or
another.Ye the end result d widespread disobedience,in this case tax evasion, is to
perpetuate the sysem. Freeridersonly compel the government to maintain tax ratesat
high levelsin order to ensureadequate revenuefor thevarious programsin its budget.

Ye another fundamental problemwith the statement isthat by justifying aviola
tion of one sort o law we find ourselves on a dlippery slope toward sanctioning dl
typesd illega behavior,includingegregiouscrimina conduct. Returningto the abor-
tion example mentioned above, a person strongly opposed to the freedom-of-choice
position might maintain that theillegd blocking of accessto an abortion clinic amounts
to judtifiable disobedience. However, it isa precarioudy short leap from this sort of
civil disobedienceto physical confrontationswith clinic workers, then to the inflic
tion of property damage,then to the bombing o the clinic and potential murder.

In sum, because the inherent function of our lawsisto balance competing inter-
ests, reasonable people with different prioritieswill dways disagree about the fair-
nessaf specificlaws. Accordingly,radica action such asresistance or disobedienceis
rardly judified merdy by one'ssubjective viewpoint or personal interests. And in any
event, disobedienceis never justifiablewhen the legd rightsor safety of innocent
peopleare jeopardized as aresult.

Issue 25
Does it require effort and courage to make things simple?

Whether making thingssimplerequiresgreater effort and couragethan making them
bigger and more complex dependson the sort o effort and courage.lndisputably the
many complex technological marvelsthat are part-and-parcel of our lives today are
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ARCO

the result o the extraordinary cumulative efforts of our engineers, entrepreneurs,
and others. And, such achievementsdways cal for the courage to risk faling in a
large way. Yet, humans seem naturally driven to make things bigger and more com-
plex;thus, refraining from doing so,or reversing this natural process, takes consider-
able effort and courage of adifferent sort, asdiscussed below.

The statement brings immediately to mind the ever-growing and increasingly
complex digita world.Today’s high-tech firmsseem compelled to boldly go to what-
ever effort is required to devise increasingly complex products, for the ostensible
purpose of staying ahead of their competitors.Yet, the sort of effort and courage to
which the statement refersisadifferent one—bred of vision,imagination,and awill-
ingnessto forego near-term profitsfor the prospect of making lasting contributions.
Surdy,a number of entrepreneursand engineers today are mustering that courage,
and are making the effort to create far simpler,yet more elegant, technologies and
applicationswhich will truly meke our livess mpler —in sharp contrast to what com-
puter technology hasdelivered to us sofar.

Lending even more credenceto the statement is the so-called "big government”
phenomenon. Human societies have a natural tendency to create unwieldy bureau-
cracies,afitting example o which is the U.S tax-law system.The Internal Revenue
Code and its accompanying Treasury Regulations have grown so voluminous and
complex that many certified accountantsand tax attorneysadmit that they cannot
begin to understand it all. Admittedly, thissystem hasgrown only through consider-
ableefforton the part o al three branchesof thefederal government,not to mention
the effortsaof many specid-interest groups.Yet, therein liesthe statement'scredibility.
It requiresgreat effort and courage on the part of alegidatorto risk aienatingspecia
interest groups, thereby risking reelection prospects, by standing on principlefor a
smpler tax system that isless costly to administer and better serves the interestsof
most taxpayers.

Adding further credibility to the statement is the tendency of most people to
complicatetheir personal lives—a tendency that seems especially strong in today's
age o technology and consumerism.The greater our mobility,the greater our number
o degtinationseach day;the more time-saving gadgetswe use,the more activitieswe
try to pack into our day;and with readier accessto informationwe try to assmilate
moredf it each day.| an hard-pressed to think of one person who hasever exclaimed
to me how much effort and courage it hastaken to complicate hisor her lifein these
respects. In contrast,a certain salf-restraint and courage of conviction are both re-
quired to eschew modern conveniences,to smplify one's daly schedule,and to es-
tablish and adhere to asmple plan for the use o one'stime and money.

In sum, whether we are building computer networks,government agencies, or
persondl lifestyles,great effort and courage are required to make thingssimple,or to
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keep them that way.M oreover,because humans naturaly tend to make things big and
complex,it arguably requires more effort and courage to movein the opposite direc-
tion.In the find anaysis, making thingssmple—or keeping them that way —tekes a
brand of effort born of reflection and restraint rather than sheer exertion,and acou-
rageous character and conviction rather than unbridied ambition.

Issue 26
Historic buildings —preservation vs. practicality

Thespeaker assertsthat wherever apractical,utilitarian need for new buildingsarises
this need should take precedence over our conflictinginterest in preserving historic
buildings as a record of our past. In my view, however, which interest should take
precedence should be determined on a case-by-casebasis—and should account not
only for practical and historic considerations but also aestheticones.

In determining whether to raze an ol der building, planners should of course con-
sder the community's current and anticipated utilitarian needs. For example, if an
additional hospital isneeded to adequately servethe health-care needsof afast-grow-
ing community, this compelling interest might very well outweigh any interest in
preservingahistoric building that sitson the proposedsite. Or if additional parkingis
needed to ensure the economic surviva o acity's downtown district, thisinterest
might take precedence over the historic value of an old structure that standsin the
way of a parking structure. On the other hand,if the need is mainly for more office
space,in some cases an architecturallyappropriate add-on or annex to an older build-
ing might serve just aswell asrazing the old building to meke way for anew one.Cf
course, an expensive retrofit might not be worthwhileif no amount o retrofitting
would meet the need.

Competing with a community's utilitarian needs is an interest preserving the
historical record. Agan,theweight o thisinterest should be determined on a case-
by-case bass. Perhapsan older building uniquely represents a bygone era, or once
played a central role in the city's history as a municipal structure. Or perhaps the
building once served asthe home d afounding family or other significant historical
figure, or as the location of an important historical event. Any o these scenarios
might justify saving the building at the expense d the practical needsdf the commu-
nity. On the other hand, if severa older buildings represent the same historical era
judt aseffectively,or if the building'shistory isan unremarkable one, then the historic
vaue of the building might pale in comparison to the value of a new structure that
meets acompel ling practical need.

Al competing with a community's utilitarian needsis the aesthetic and archi-
tectural value o the building itsdf —apart from historical eventswith whichit might
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be associated. A building might be one d only afew that representsa certain archi-
tectural style.Or it might be especialy beautiful, perhaps asaresult of the craftsman-
ship and materiad semployedin its construction—whichmight be cost-prohibitiveto
replicate today. Even retrofitting the building to accommodate current needs might
undermineits aesthetic aswell as historicvaue,by dtering itsappearance and archi-
tectural integrity. O course it is difficult to quantify aesthetic vdue and weigh it
againg utilitarian considerations. Yet plannersshould strive to account for aesthetic
vaue nonetheless.

Insum,whether to raze an older building in order to construct a new one should
never be determined indiscriminately. | nstead, planners should make such decisions
on acase-by-case basi sweighingthe community's practical needsagaing the building's
historic and aesthetic value.

Issue 28

Should students learn concepts before they memorize facts?

ARCO

The speaker makes athreshold cdlam that studentswho learn only facts learn very
little, then concludes that students should dways learn about concepts, ideas, and
trends before they memorize facts. While | wholeheartedly agree with the threshold
claim,the conclusion unfairly generadlizesabout the learning process. In fact,follow-
ing the speaker'sadvice would actualy impede the learning of conceptsand ideas,as
well asimpeding the development of insightful and usefu new ones.

Turning firg to the speaker's threshold claim,| strongly agree that if we learn
only factswe learn very little. Condder the task of memorizing the periodic table of
elements,which any student can memorize without any knowledge of chemistry,or
that the table relatesto chemistry. Rote memorization of the table amountsto abit of
mental exercise—an opportunity to practice memorization techniquesand perhaps
learn some new ones. Otherwise, the student haslearned very little about chemical
elements, or about anything for that matter.

Asfor the speaker's ultimate claim,l concede that postponing the memorization
o facts until after one learnsideas and concepts holds certain advantages.With a
conceptual framework aready in place, a student is better able to understand the
meaning of afact and to appreciate its significance. As a result, the student is more
likely to memorize the fact to begin with, and lesslikdly to forget it as time passes.
Moreover,in my observation students. whose first god is to memorizefacts tend to
stop there—for whatever reason. It seemsthat by focusingon factsfirst studentsrisk
equating the learning process with the assmilation of trivig;in turn, students risk
learning nothing of much use in solving rea-world problems.
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Conceding that students must learn ideas and concepts,as well as facts rdaing to
them, in order tolearn anything meaningful,I neverthel essdisagreethat theformer should
dwaysprecedethelater—for threereasons.In thefirg place,l seeno reason why memo-
rizing afact cannot precedelearning about its meaning and significance—as long asthe
student doesnot stop a rote memorization. Consider onceagain our hypothetical chem-
istry student. The Speaker might advise this student to first learn about the higtorica
trendsleading to the discovery o the eements,or tolearn about the conceptsd dtering
chemical compoundsto achieve certain reactions—before studying the periodic table.
Having nofamiliarity with the basicvocabulary of chemistry,whichincludestheinforma
tion in the periodic table thisstudent would come awvay from thefirst two | essonsbewil-
dered and confused in other words, having learned little.

In the second place, the speaker misunderstands the process by which we learn
ideasand concepts,and by which we devel op new ones. Consider,for example,how
economicsstudents learn about the relationship between supply and demand, and
the resulting concept of market equilibrium,and of surplus and shortage. Learning
about the dynamics o supply and demand involves (1) entertaining a theory,and
perhaps even formulating a new one; (2) testing hypothetical scenarios againgt the
theory;and (3) examining red-world factsfor the purpose of confirming, refuting,
modifying, or qualifying the theory. But which step should come first?The speaker
would have usfollow steps1 through 3in that order.Yet, theories,concepts,andideas
rarely materidizeout o thin air;they generdlly emergefrom empirical observations—
i.e., facts. Thus, the speaker's notion about how we should learn concepts and ideas
getsthe learning process backward.

In thethird place, strict adherenceto the speaker'sadvice would surdly lead toill-
conceived ideas, concepts,and theories.Why?An ideaor concept conjured up with-
out the benefit of data amountsto little more than the conjurer'shopesand desires.
Accordingly,conjurerswill tend to seek out facts that support their prejudicesand
opinions,and overlook or avoid factsthat refute them. One telling exampleinvolves
theories about the center d the universe. Understandably, we ego-driven humans
would prefer that the universe revolve around us. Ealy theoriespresumed sofor this
reason,and facts that ran contrary to this ego-driven theory were ignored, while ob-
serversof these facts were scorned and even vilified.In short, studentswho strictly
follow the speaker's prescription are unlikely to contribute significantly to the ad-
vancement of knowledge.

To sum up, in a vacuum facts are meaningless,and only by filling that vacuum
with ideas and concepts can studentslearn, by gaining useful perspectives and in-
sights about facts. Yet, sincefacts are the very stuff from which ideas, concepts,and
trendsspring, without somefactsstudentscannot |learn much of anything. In thefina
andysis then,students shouldlearnfactsright aong with concepts,ideas,and trends.
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Issue 29
Should public figures expect to lose their privacy?

ARCO

Thisstatement isfundamentally correct; public figures should indeed expect to lose
their privacy. After all,we are asociety of voyeurswishingto transform our mundane
lives, and one way to do so isto live vicarioudy through the experiences of others
whose lives appear more interesting than our own. Moreover,the media recognize
thissocietal foibleand exploit it a every opportunity. Neverthel essa more accurate
statement would draw a distinction between political figures and other public fig-
ures;theformer haveeven lessreason thanthelatter to expect to beleft aloneforthe
reason that their duty as public servants legitimizes public scrutiny of their private
lives.

The chief reason why | generadly agree with the statement is that, for better or
worse, intense media attention to the livesof public figuresraisesa presumptionin
the collectivemind of the viewing or reading public that our publicfigureslivesare
far more interesting than our own. This presumptionis understandable. After dl, |
think most people would agree that given the opportunity for even fleeting fame
they would embraceit without hesitation. Peeringinto the privatelivesof thosewho
have achieved our dreamsallows usto live vicarioudy through thoselives.

Another reason why | generally agree with the statement has to do with the
forcesthat motivate the media. For the most part,the mediaconsist of large corpora
tions whose chief objective is to maximize shareholder profits. In pursuit of that
objective the media are mply giving the public what they demand—a voyeuristic
look into the privatelives of public figures. One need look no further than anews-
stand,local-televis onnews broadcast,or talk show to find ampleevidencethat thisis
so. For better or worse,weloveto peer a people on public pedestals,and weloveto
watch them fal off. The mediaknow thisdl too well, and exploit our obsession at
every opportunity.

Nevertheless,the statement should be qudified in that a political figure hasless
reason to expect privacy than other public figuresWhy?The private affairsd public
servants become our businesswhen those effairs adversdy affect our servants ability
to serveuseffectivay,or when our servantsbetray our trust. For example,severd years
agothechancellor of auniversity located in my city wasexpelled from officefor misus-
ing university fundsto renovatehis posh personal residence. The scandal becamefront-
page newsin the campusnewspaper and prompted a ussful system-widereform. Alo
consider the Clinton sex scandal ,which sparked adebate about the powersand duties
of legd prosecutorsvisavisthe chief executive.Also,the court rulingsabout executive
privilege and immunity,and even the impeachment proceedingsdl o which resulted
from the scandal, might serve as useful lega precedentsfor the future.
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Admittedly, intense public scrutiny of the persond lives of public figures can carry
harmful consequencesfor the publicfigureaswdl asthesociety. For instance, the Clinton
scandd resulted inenormousfinancia coststo taxpayersand it harmed many individuals
caught up in the legd process. Ard for more than ayear the scandd served chiefly to
distract usfrom our mogt pressing nationa and globd problems.Yet, until asasociety we
cometo appreciatethe potentialy harmful effectsof our preoccupationwith the livesof
publicfigures,they can expect to remain the cynosuresof our attention.

Issue 30
The primary goal of technological advancement

The speaker contends that technology's primary god should be to increase our effi-
ciencyfor the purposed affording us morele suretime.l concedethat technology has
enhanced our efficiency aswe go about our everyday lives.Productivity software helps
us plan and coordinate projects;intranets, the I nternet,and satellite technology make
us more efficient messengers; and technology even helps us prepare our food and
access entertainment more efficiently. Beyond this concession, however, | find the
speaker's contention indefensiblefrom both an empirical and a normative standpoint.

The chief reason for my disagreement liesin the empirical proof with techno-
logica advancement comesdiminished leisure time.In 1960, the average U.S family
included only one breadwinner,who worked just over 40 hoursper week.Since then
the average work week hasincreased steadily to nearly 60 hourstoday;and in most
families there are now two breadwinners.What explains this decline in leisure de-
spite increasi ng efficiency that new technol ogieshave brought about?l contend that
technology itself isthecul prit behind the decline. We use the additional freetime that
technology affords us not for leisure but rather for work. As computer technol ogy
enablesgreater and greater office productivity,it aso raises our employers expecta
tions—or demands—for production.Further technol ogi cal advances breed still greater
efficiency and, in turn, expectations.Our spiraling workload is only exacerbated by
the competitivebusinessenvironmentin which nearly al of uswork today.Moreover,
every technol ogical advancedemandsour time and attention—in order to learn how
to use the new technology. Time devoted to keeping pace with technology depletes
timefor leisure activities.

| disagree with the speaker for another reason as well: the suggestion that
technology'schief god should be to facilitateleisure is Smply wrongheaded. There
are far more vita concerns that technology can and should address. Advancesin
biotechnology can help cure and prevent diseases; advances in medical technology
can dlow for sofer, less invasive diagnosis and treatment; advances in genetics can
help prevent birth defects, advancesin engineering and chemistry can improve the
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structural integrity of our buildings,roads, bridges,and vehicles;information technol-
ogy enables educati on while communication technology facilitates global participa
tion in the democratic process.In short, heal th,safety, education,and freedom—and
not leisure—are the proper fina objectivesd technology. Admittedly, advancesin
these areas sometimesinvolve improved efficiency; yet efficiency is merely a means
to these more important ends.

In sum, | find indefensible the speaker's suggestion that technology'svaue lies
chiefly in the efficiency and resulting leisure time it can afford us. The suggestion
runscontrary to the overwhel ming evidencethat technol ogy diminishesleisuretime,
and it wrongly places leisure ahead o goals such as health, safety, education, and
freedom as technology's ultimate aims.

Issue 31

Investing in research which may have controversial results

ARCO

| agree with the speaker's broad assertion that money spent on research isgeneraly
money well invested. However, the speaker unnecessarily extends this broad asser-
tion to embrace research whose results are "controversia,” while ignoring certain
compelling reasonswhy some types of research might be unjustifiable.My pointsof
contention with the speaker involve the fundamental objectives and nature of re-
search,as discussed below.

| concede that the speaker ison the correct philosophical side of thisissue. After
al,researchisthe exploration of the unknown for true answersto our questions,and
for lasting solutionsto our enduring problems. Research is aso the chief means by
which we humans attempt to satisfy our insatiable appetite for knowledge,and our
craving to understand ourselves and the world around us.Yet, in the very notion of
research also lies my first point of contention with the speaker,who illogicaly pre-
sumesthat we can know the resultsof research beforeweinvest init.To the contrary,
if researchisto bed any vaueit must explore uncharted and unpredictableterritory.
In fact, query whether research whose benefits are immediate and predictable can
break any new ground,or whether it can be considered"research”at al.

While we must invest in research irrespective of whether the results might be
controversia,at the same time we should be circumspect about research whose ob-
jectives are too vague and whose potential benefits are too speculetive. After dl,
expensive research aways carries significant opportunity costs—in terms of how
the money might be spent toward addressing society's more immediate problems
that do not require research.One apt illustrationof this point involvesthe so-called
"Star Wars' defenseinitiative, championed by the Reagan administrationduring the
1980s.1n retrospect, thisinitiative was ill-conceived and largely awaste of taxpayer
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dollars;and few would dispute that the exorbitant amount of money devoted to the
initiative could have gone along way toward addressing pressing socia problems of
the day—by establishing after-school programsfor delinquent latchkey kids, by en-
hancingAIDS awarenessand education,and so forth. Asit turnsout,at the end of the
Star Wars debacle we wereleft with rampant gang violence,an AIDS epidemic,and an
unprecedented federal budget deficit.

Thespeaker'sassertionistroublingintwo other respectsaswell. First,no amount
of research can completely solve the enduring problems of war, poverty, and vio-
lence, for the reason that they stem from certain aspects o human nature— suchas
aggression and greed. Although human genome research might eventually enable us
to engineer away those undesirableaspects of our nature,in the meantimeitisup to
our economists, diplomats, social reformers, and jurists—not our research laborato-
ries—to mitigate these problems.Secondlyfor every new research breakthrough that
helpsreduce human sufferingisanother that serves primarily to add to that suffering.
For example, while some might argue that physics researchers who harnessed the
power of the atom have provided uswith an aternativesource of energy and invalu-
able"peace-keepers,” thisargument fliesin the face of the hundreds of thousands of
innocent people murdered and maimed by atomic blasts,and by nuclear meltdowns.
And,in fulfilling the promise of "better living through chemistry" research hasgiven
us chemical weapons for human slaughter. In short, so-called "advances' that scien-
tific research has brought about often amount to net lossesfor humanity.

In sum, the speaker's assertion that we should invest in research whose resultsare
"controversid" begs the question,becausewe cannot know whether research will turn
out controversial until weveinvested init. As for the speaker'sbroader assertion,| agree
that money spent on research is generally a sound investment —becauseit is an invest-
ment in the advancement of human knowledge and in human imagination and spirit.
Nevertheless when we do research purely for its own sake—without aim or clear pur-
pose—we risk squandering resourceswhich could have been applied to relieve theim-
mediatesufferingof our dispirited,disadvantaged,and disenfranchised members of soci-
aty.In thefina andyssgiven finiteeconomic resourceswe ar e forced to strikeabalance
in how we all ocate those resources among competing societal objectives.

Issue 33
Is image more important than the truth behind it?

Has creating an image become more important in our society than thereality or truth
behind the image?| agree that image has become a more central concern, at least
where short-term businessor political successisat stake.Nevertheless,| think that in
the longer term image ultimately yieldsto substance and fact.
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The important role of image is particularly evident in the businessworld. Con-
sider,for exampl e, today's automobile industry. American cars are becoming essen-
tidly identical to competingJapanese carsin nearly every mechanical and structural
respect, as well asin price. Thus, to compete effectively auto companies must now
differentiate their productslargely through image advertising, by conjuring up cer-
tain illusory benefits—such as machismo, status, sengbility, or fun. The increasing
focuson imageisaso evident in the book-publishing business. Publishersarerelying
more and more on the power of their brandsrather than the content of their books.
Today mass-market booksare supplanted within ayear with productsthat are essen-
tidly the same—except with fresh faces, titles, and other promotional angles.| find
quite telling the fact that today more and more book publishers are being acquired
by large media companies. And the increasing importance of imege is especialy
evident in the musicindustry, where origindity, artistic interpretation,and technical
proficiency have yielded amost entirely to sex appeal .

The growing significance of imageisaso evident in the palitical realm, particu-
larly when it comesto presidential politics. Admittedly,by its very nature politicking
has dwaysemphasi zed rhetori c and appearancesabove substance and fact.Yet, since
the invention of the camera presidential politicians have become increasingly con-
cerned about their image.For example, Teddy Roosevelt wasvery careful never to be
photographed wearing atennisoutfit,for fear that such photographswould serveto
undermine his rough-rider image that won him his only term in office With the ad-
vent of television,image became even more central in presidential politics. After al,
it wastelevision that elected J.EK. over Nixon. And our only two-term presidentsin
the television age were elected based largely on their image. Query whether Pres-
dents Lincoln, Taft, or even ED.R. would be elected today if pitted against the hand-
some leading man Reagan,or the suave and politically correct Clinton. After al,Lin
coln was homely,Taft was obese,and ED.R. was crippled.

In the long term,however,the significance of image wanes consderably. Theimage
o the Marlboro man ultimately gave weay to the truth about the health hazardsof ciga
rette amoking. Popular musicd actswith nothing truly innovativeto offer musicaly even
tudly disappear from the music scene. And anyonewho frequentsyard sadesknowsthat
today's best-slling books of ten becometomorrow'spul p.Evenin politics,| think history
hasaknack for pedlinganay imagetofocuson red accomplishments.| think history will
rememberTeddy Roosevetfor example,primarily for building the PanamaCand and for
egtablishingour Nationa Pak Sysem—and not for his rough-and-readywardrobe.

In the find andyds it seemsthat in every endeavor where success depends to
some degree on persuasion, marketing,or salesmanship,image has indeed become
the central concern of those who seek to persuade. And as our lives become busier,
our attention spans briefer,and our choicesamong products and servicesgreater, |
expect thistrend to continue unabated—for better or worse.
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Issue 36
Can only history determine an individual's greatness?

Can aperson'sgreatnessbe recognized only in retrospect,by thosewho live after the
person, as the speaker maintains?In my view the speaker unfairly generaizes. In
some areas, especidly the arts, greatnessis often recognizablein its nascent stages.
However,in other areas, particularly the physica sciences,greathess must be tested
over time beforeit can be confirmed.In till other areas,such as business, theincuba
tion period for greatnessvariesfrom case to case.

We do not require arear-view mirror to recognize artisticgreatness—whetherin
music,visud arts,or literature. The reason for thisissimple:art can be judged a face
value. There's nothing to be later proved or disproved, affirmed or discredited,or
even improved upon or refined by further knowledge or newer technology. History
isreplete with examplesdf artistic greatnessimmediately recognized,then later con-
firmed. Through his patronage,the Pope recognized Michel angelo'sarti sticgreatness,
while the monarchs of Europe immediately recognized Mozart's greatnessby grant-
ing him their most generous commiss ons.Mak Twain became a best-selling author
and household name even during hislifetime. And theleadersaf the modernist school
of architecturemarveled even as Frank Lloyd Wright wasel evating their notionsabout
architecture to new aesthetic heights.

By contrast,in the sciencesit isdifficult to identify greatnesswithout the benefit
of historical perspective. Any scientifictheory might be disproved tomorrow thereby
demotingthetheorist's contributionto the statusdf historical footnote.Or the theory
might withstand centuriesdof rigorous scientific scrutiny.In any event,atheory may
or may not serve asaspringboardfor later advancesin theoretical science. A current
exampleinvolvesthe ultimate significanced two opposing theoriesdf physicswave
theory and quantum theory. Some theoristsnow clam that a new so-called "string"
theory reconcilesthe two opposing theories—at least mathematically. Yet "strings'
have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time will tell whether the string theory
indeed provides the unifying laws that al matter in the universe obeys. In short, the
significance of contributionsmade by theoretical scientistscannot be judged by their
contemporaries—only by scientistswho follow them.

Inthe reelm of business,in some cases great achievement is recognizableimme
diady,whilein other casesit is not. Consider on the one hand Henry Ford's assem-
bly-line approach to manufacturing affordable cars for the masses. Even Ford could
not have predictedtheimpact hisinnovations would have on theAmerican economy
and on the modern world. On the other hand, by any measure,Microsoft'sBill Gates
has made an even greater contributionthan Ford;after all, Gatesislargdy responsible
for lifting American technology out of thedoldrumsduring the 1970storestore America
to the status of economic powerhouse and technological leader of the world. And
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thiscontributionisreadily recognizablenow—asit is happening.Of course, the DOS
andWindowsoperating systems,and even Gates monopoly,might eventually become
historical relics.Yet his greatnessis already secured.

In sum, the speaker overlooks many great individuals,particularly in the artsand
in business,whose achievementswere broadly recognized as great even during their
own time. Nevertheless, other great achievements, especially scientific ones, cannot
be confirmed as such without the benefit of historical perspective.

Issue 38
Does television render books obsolete?

ARCO

The speaker contends that people learn just as much from watching televison as by
reading books,and therefore that reading booksis not asimportant for learning as it
once was. | grongly disagree. | concede that in afew respects television, including
video, can be a more efficient and effective means o learning. In most respects,how-
ever,these newer media serve as poor substitutesfor bookswhen it comesto learning.

Admittedly, televison holds certain advantages over books for imparting certain
typesd knowledge.For the purposed documenting and conveying temporal ,Spatia
eventsand experiencesfilm and video generally provideamoreaccurate and convinc-
ing record than abook or other written account.For example, it isimpossiblefor any-
one, no matter how keen an observer and skilled a journdigt, to recount in complete
and objectivedetall such eventsasaBalanchineballet,or the scene at theintersection
o Florence and Normandy streets during the 1992 Los Angdlesriots.Besdes sincethe
world is becoming an increasingly eventful place,with each passing day it becomesa
moreoneroustask for journdists,authors,and book publishersto recount these events,
and disseminatethem in printed form. Producers o televised broadcasts and videos
have an inherent advantage in this respect. Thus, the speaker's dam has some merit
when it comesto artseducationand to learning about modem and current events.

However the speaker overlooksseverd respectsinwhich booksareinherently supe
rior to televisonasamediumfor learning. Watching televisonor avideo isno indication
that any significant learning is teking place;the comparatively passve nature o these
media can render them ineffectua in the learning process. Also, books are far more
portabl e than television sets. Moreover, booksdo not bresk,and they do not depend on
eectricity,batteries,or accessto airwavesor cable connections—all of which may or may
not be avalable in a given place. Findly, the effort required to read activdy imparts a
certain disciplinethat servesany person well throughout alifetimed learning.

The speaker ds0 ignoresthe decided tendency on the part of ownersand managers
d tdevison media to filter information in order to appedl to the widest viewing audi-
ence,and thereby maximize profit. And cagting the widest possiblenet seemstoinvolve
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focusng on the sensationa —that is,an appedal to our emotionsand basic ingtinctsrather
than our intellect and reasonableness.The end result isthat viewersdo not receive com
plete, unfiltered,and baanced information, and therefore cannot rely on tdevison to
developinformed and intelligent opinionsabout important socid and politica issues.

Another compelling argument againgt the speaker's dam has to do with how
well booksand televison serve their respectivearchiva functions. Books readily en-
able readers to review and crossreference material, while televised broadcasts do
not. Even the selective review of videotapeisfar more troublethan it isworth, espe-
cidly if aprinted resourceisaso available.Moreover,the speaker'sclam carriesthe
implication that dl printed works,fiction and non-fiction alike, not transferred to a
medium capable of being televised,are less significant as a result. This implication
serves to discredit the invaduable contributionsd dl the philosophers, scientists,
poets,and others o the past, upon whose immense shoul ders soci ety standstoday .

A final argument that books are made no less useful by television hasto do with
the experience d perusing the stacks in a library, or even a bookstore. Switching
television channels, or even scanning a video library, smply cannot duplicate this
experience.Why not?Brows ng among booksalowsfor serendipity —unexpectedly
coming across an interesting and informetive book while searching for something
el se,or for nothingin particular.Moreover, browsi ng through alibrary or bookstoreis
a pleasurablesensory experiencefor many people—an experiencethat the speaker
would have usforego forever.

In sum, television and video can be more efficient than books as a means o
staying abreast of current affairs,and for education in the arts that involve moving
imagery. However, booksfacilitate learning in certain ways that television does not
and cannot. In the find analysis the optimal approach isto use both media side by
sde—televison to keep us informed and to provide moving imagery, dong with
booksto provide perspective and insight on that information and imagery.

Issue 40
Scholars and academic inquiry and research

Should academic scholars and researchers be free to pursue whatever avenues of
inquiry and research interest them, no matter how unusual or idiosyncrétic, as the
speaker asserts?Or should they grive instead to focus on those areas that are most
likdy to benefit society?l strongly agree with the speaker,for three reasons.

Firg of al,who isto decide which areas of academic inquiry are worthwhile?
Scholarscannot be left to decide. Given achoicethey will pursuetheir own idiosyn-
cratic areas of interest,and it is highly unlikdly that al scholars could reach afully
informed consensus as to what research areas would be most worthwhile. Nor can
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these decisions be |€eft to regulatorsand legislators,who would bring to bear their
own quirky notions about what would be worthwhile, and whose susceptibility to
influencerendersthem untrustworthy in any event.

Secondly,by human naturewe are motivated to pursue those activitiesin which we
excel. To compel scholarstofocusonly on certain areaswould betoforce many to waste
their truetalents.For example,imagine relegating today'spreeminent astrophysi cist Stephen
Hawking to research theeffectivenessd affirmative-actionlegidation in reducing work-
place discrimination. Admittedly, this example borders on hyperbole. Yet the aggregate
effect o redigtic caseswould beto waste the intellectua talentsd’ our world'sscholars
and researchers.Moreover, lacking genuine interest or motivation,a scholar would be
unlikely to contributemeaningfully to hisor her"assigned'fidd of study.

Thirdly,itis"idiosyncratic’and"unusual" avenuesof inquiry that lead to the great-
est contributionsto society. Avenuesof intellectual and scientific inquiry that break
no new ground amount to wasted time, talent,and other resources.Higory isladen
with unusua claims by scholars and researchersthat turned out stunningly signifi-
cant—that the sunliesat the center of our universe,that time and space are relative
concepts, that matter consistsdf discrete particles,that humans evolved from other
lifeforms, to name a few. One current area of unusual research is terraforming—
creating biological life and a habitable atmosphere where none existed before. This
unusual research area does not immediately address society's pressing socia prob-
lems.Yet, in the longer term, it might be necessary to colonize other planetsin order
to ensurethe surviva of the human race; and after dl, what could be amore signifi-
cant contribution to society than preventingitsextinction?

Those who would oppose the speaker'sassertion might point out that public uni-
versitiesshould not alow their faculty to indulgetheir personal intellectual fantasiesat
taxpayer expense. Yet as long as our universities maintain strict procedures for peer
review, purequackery cannot persist for verylong.Other detractorsmight argue that in
certain academic aress, particularly the artsand humanities,research and intellectua ly
inquiry amount to little more than a personal quest for happinessor pleasure. This
specious argument overlooks the societal benefitsafforded by appreciatingand culti-
vatingthe arts. And,earnest study in the humanitiesaffordsuswisdom to know what is
best for society, and hel ps us understand and approach societal problems more criti-
cdly, cregtively, and effectively. Thus, despite the lack o a tangible nexus between
certainareasd intellectual inquiry and societal benefit,the nexusisthere nonethel ess.

In sum, | agree that we should alow academic scholars nearly unfettered free-
dom o intellectual inquiry and research—within reasonablelimitsas determined by
peer review. Engaging one'sindividua talentsin one's particular areaof fascinationis
most likely to yied advances, discoveries, and innovationsthat serve to make the
world a better and more interesting placein which to live.
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Issue 41
The role of nonmainstream areas of inquiry

Thisstatement actualy consistsdf two dams.(1) that non-maingream areasd inquiry
arevitd insatisfying human needs,and (2) that theseareasare thereforevitd to society.
| concedethat astrology, fortune-telling,and psychic and paranormal pursuits respond
to certain basic human needs. However,in my view the potential harm they can inflict
on their participantsand on society far outweighstheir psychologica benefits.
Admittedly,these non-mainstream areas of inquiry address certain human needs,
which maingtream science and other areas o intellectual inquiry inherently cannot.
One such need involvesour common experienceas humansthat we freely meake our
own choices and decisions in life and therefore carry some responsibility for their
consequences. Faced with infinite choices,we experience uncertainty,insecurity,and
confusion;and wefed remorse, regret,and guilt when in retrospect our choicesturn
out be poor ones. Undergandably, to prevent these bad fedings many peopletry to
shift the burden of making difficult choicesand decisionsto some nebul ousauthority
outsidethemselves—by relying on the starsor on astack o tarot cardsfor guidance.
Two other such needs have to do with our awareness that we are mortal. This
awarenessbringsacertain measured pain that most peopletry to rdieve by searching
for evidenced an afterlife. Absent empirical proof that life extends beyond the grave,
many people attempt to contact or otherwise connect with the so-called " other side”
through paranormal and psychic pursuits. Another natural responseto the prospect of
being separated from our loved ones by death isto search for adeeper connectionwith
others here on Earth and elsewhere,in the present aswell asthe past.This response
manifestsitsdlf in peopl €'s enduring fascinationwith the paranormal searchfor extra:
terrestrial life,with so-called "past life' regression and"channeling,"and the like.
While the sorts of pursuitsthat the speaker lists might be"vital" insofar as they
help some peoplefeel better about themsel vesand about their choicesand circum-
stances,query whether these pursuitsare otherwise useful to any individual or soci-
ety.Inthefirgt place,because these pursuitsare not rooted in reason,they arefavorite
pastimesd charlatansand others who seek to prey on dupes driven by the afore
mentioned psychological needs. And the dupes have no recourse. After al, it isim-
possibleto assessthe credibility of atarot card that tells us how to proceed in life—
smply becausewe cannot know where the paths not takenwould haveled. Smilarly,
we cannot evaluate claims about the afterlife because these claims inherently defy
empirical proof —or disproof.
In the second place,without any sureway to evaluate the legitimacy of these as-
enuesd inquiry, participantsbecome vulnerabl e to self-deception,fadse hopes,fantas:
ticideas,and even delusions.In turn,so-called "insights'gained from these pursuitscan
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too eadily serve asconvenient excusesfor irrational and unreasonabl e actionsthat harm
others.On a personal level,stubborn adherenceto irrationd bdiefsin theface o rea
s0n and empirical evidence can lead to salf-righteousarrogance,intol erance,anti-socid
behavior,and even hatred.Moreover,on asocieta leve thesetraitshaveled dl too often
to holy wars,and to such other atrocitiesas genocide and mass persecution.

In sum, | concede that the non-mainstream pursuits that the speaker lists are
legitimateinsofar as they afford many people psychologicd solacein life. However,
when such pursuits serve as substitutesfor reason and logic,and for honest intellec-
tual inquiry, participants begin to distrust intellect as an impediment to enlighten-
ment. In doing so, they risk making ill-conceived choicesfor themselves and unfair
judgmentsabout others—arisk that in my view outwel ghsthe psychologica rewards
o those pursuits.

Issue 43
Ethical and moral standards and successful leadership

ARCO

Whether successful leadership requiresthat aleader follow high ethical and mora
standardsis a complex issue—onethat isfraught with the problems of defining eth-
ics, mordity,and successful leadershipin thefirst place.In addressing the issueit is
helpful to consider in turn three distinct formsd |eadership: business,palitical,and
socia-spiritual.

In the business realm, successful leadership is generally defined as that which
achievesthe god of profit maximizationfor afirm's shareholdersor other owners.
Moreover, the prevailing view in Western corporate culture is that by maximizing
profits a business |eader fulfills his or her highest mord or ethical obligation. Many
disagree however,that thesetwo obligationsare the same.Some detractorsclaim,for
example,that bus nessleadershaveaduty to do nointentional harm to their custom-
ersor to the society in which they operate—for exampl e, by providing safe products
and by implementing pollution control measures. Other detractors go further —to
impose on business|eadersan affirmative obligation to protect consumers,preserve
the natura environment, promote educati on,and otherwise take stepsto help dlevi-
ate society's problems.

Whether our most successful business|leadersare the ones who embrace these
additional obligations depends, of course,on one's own definition of business suc-
cess. In my observation,as busi ness|eaders become subject to closer scrutiny by the
mediaand by socid activists, businessleaderswill maximize profitsin the long term
only by taking reasonablestepsto minimizethe socia and environmental harmtheir
businessescause. This observationalso accordswith my personal view of abusiness
leader'sethical and moral obligation.
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Inthe palitical redm the issueis no lesscomplex.Definitionsdf successful politi-
cal leadership and of ethical or mora leadership are tied up in the meansaleader
usestowidd hisor her power and to obtain that power in thefirst place.One useful
approachisto draw adistinction between personal morality and public morality.In
my observation, personal mordity is unrelated to effective political |eadership.Mod
ern politicsis replete with examplesd what most peopl e would consider personal
ethical failings: the marital indiscretionsof President Kennedy, for instance. Yet few
would agree that these personal moral choices adversaly affected his ability to lead.

In contrast, public morality and successful |eadership are more closaly connected.
Consider the many leaders, such as Stalin and Hitler,whom most people would agree
were egregiousviolatorsdf public morality.Ultimately,such |leadersforfeit their lead-
ership as a result of the immora means by which they obtained or wielded their
power. Or consider less egregious examples such as President Nixon, whose con-
temptfor thevery legal system that afforded him hisleadershipled to hisforfeitureof
it. It seems that in the short term unethical public behavior might serve a political
leader's interest in preserving his or her power;yet in the long term such behavior
invariably resultsin that leader'sdownfall —that is,in failure.

One must aso consider a third type of leadership: social-spiritual. Consider no-
tablefigures such as Gandhi and Martin L uther King,whom few would disagreewere
eminently successful in leading others to practice the high ethical and mord stan-
dardswhich they advocated.However,l would be hard-pressed to name one success
ful social or spiritual leader whose |eadership was predicated on the advocacy of
patently unethical or immoral behavior. The reason for thisis smple: high standards
for one's own public mordity are prerequisitesfor successful social-spiritual leader-
ship.

In sum, history informs us that effective political and social-spiritual leadership
requires adherence to high standardsof public mordity. However,when it comesto
businessleadership the relationship is less clear —successful business leaders must
strike a balance between achieving profit maximization and fulfilling their broader
obligation to the society,which comeswith the burden of such leadership.

Issue 46
Preparing young people for leadership

Whichisa better way to prepare young people for leadership: developingin them a
spirit o competitiveness or one o cooperation?The speaker favors the latter ap-
proach, even though some leadersattribute their success to their keenly devel oped
competitivespirit.l tend to agree with the speaker,for reasonshaving to do with our
increasingly global society,and with the true keys to effective leadership.
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The chigf reason why we should stress cooperation in nurturing young people
today is that, as tomorrow's leaders, they will face pressing societal problems that
smply cannot be solved apart from cooperativeinternational efforts. For example,dl
nationswill need to cooperatein an effort to disarm themselvesof weapons of mass
destruction;to reduce harmful emissionsthat destroy ozone and warm the Earth to
dangerouslevels;to reduce consumption of the Earth'sfinite natural resources; and
to cureand prevent diseases before they becomegloba epidemics.Otherwisewedl
risk self-destruction. In short, globa peace, economic stability, and surviva of the
species provide powerful reasonsfor devel oping educational paradigmsthat stress
cooperation over competition.

A second compelling reason for ingtilling in young peopleasense of cooperation
over competitionisthat effectivel eadership dependslesson thelatter than theformer.
A leader should show that he or she valuesthe input o subordinates—for example,
by involving them in decisionsabout mattersin which they have adirect stake. Oth-
erwise, subordinatesmight grow to resent their leader and become unwilling to de-
vote themsd veswhol eheartedly to the leader's mission.In extreme cases they might
even sabotage that mission,or even take their useful ideasto competitors. And after
dl, without other people worth leading a person cannot be aleader—Ilet aone an
effectiveone.

A third reason why ingtilling asense of cooperation isto be preferred over indtill-
ing asense of competitionis that the latter serves to narrow a leader's focus on
thwarting the effortsof competitors. With such tunnel visonit isdifficult to develop
other,more cregtivemeansd attai ning organizational objectives. Moreover, such means
often involve synergisticsolutions that call for alliances, partnerships,and other co-
operétiveefforts with would-be competitors.

Those who would oppose the speaker might point out that a thriving economy
dependson afredly competitive busi nessenvironment,which ensuresthat consum-
ers obtain high-quaity goods and servicesa |ow prices. Thus, key leadership posi-
tions, especialy in business,inherently cal for a certain tenacity and competitive
spirit. And,acompetitivespirit ssemsespecialy critical in today's hy per-competitive
technol ogy-driven economy,where any leader failing to keep pace with ever-chang-
ing businessand technol ogi cal paradigmssoon falsby thewayside.However,aleader's
effectivenessas acompetitor is not necessarily inconsi stent with hisor her ability to
cooperate with subordinatesor with competitors,as noted above.

In sum,if we wereto take the speaker's advice too far we would risk becoming a
world without leaders,who are bred of a competitive spirit.We would aso risk the
key benefitsof afreemarket economy. Nevertheless,on balancel agreethat it ismore
important toingtill in young peopleasensedf cooperationthan one o competition.
The speaker's preference properly reflectsthe growing role o cooperativealliances
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and efforts in solving the world's most pressing problems. After dl,in aworld in
which our very surviva asaspeci esdependson cooperationthe spirit of even hedthy
competition,no matter how hedthy,isd littlevaueto any of us.

Issue 47
Should society place more emphasis on the intellect?

The speaker asserts that society should place more emphasison intellect and cogni-
tion.While the speaker might overlook the benefits of nurturing certain emotions
and feelings,on balance | agree that it is by way of our heads rather than our hearts
that we can best ensure the well-being of our society.

| concede that undue emphasis on cultivating the intellect at the expense of
healthy emotions can harm an individual psychologicaly. Undue suppression of le-
gitimate and healthy desiresand emotionscan result in depressi on,dysfunction,and
even physicalillness.Infact,theintellect can mask such problems,thereby exacerbat-
ing them.To the extent they occur on a mass scale these problems become societal
ones—Ilowering our economic productivity, burdening our health-care and social-
welfare systems, and so forth. | dso concede that by encouraging and cultivating
certain positive emotionsand feglings—such as compassion and empathy —society
clearly standsto benefit.

In many other respects, however,emphasi zing emotions and de-emphasizing in-
tellect can carry negative,even dangerous,consequencesfor any society.Our collec-
tive sense of fairness,equity,and justice can eedly giveway to baseinstinctslike hate,
greed,and lust for power and domination. Thus, on balance any society is better off
quelling or at least tempering these sortsof instincts,by nurturing reason, judgment,
tolerance,fairness,and understanding—all of which are products o the intellect.

The empirical evidence supporting this position is overwhelming;yet one need
look no further than a televison set. Most of us have been witness to the current
trend in trashy tak shows,which eschew anything approachingintellectual discourse
in favor of pandering to our baser urges and instincts—like jedlousy,lust, and hate.
Episodes often devolve into anti-social, sometimes violent, behavior on the part of
participantsand observersalike. And any ostensible “lessons learned” from such shows
hardly justify the anti-socia outburststhat the producersand audiencesd these shows
hopefor.

The dangers of a de-emphasison intellect are dl too evident in contemporary
America.The incidenced hatecrimesisincreasingat astartling rate;gang warfareis
a an dl-timehigh;theleve o distrust betweenAfrican Americans and whiteAmerica
seems to be growing. Moreover, taken to an extreme and on a mass scale, appeal to
the emotions rather than the intellect has resulted in humanity's most horrificatroci-
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ties, like theJewish holocaust,as well asin nearly every holy war ever waged through-
out history. Indeed, suppressing reason is how demagogues and despots gain and
hold their power over their citizen-victims.In contrast, reason and better judgment
are effectivedeterrents to despotism,demagoguery,and especialy to war.

Those opposed to the speaker's position might argue that stressing cognitionand
intellect at theexpensed emotion and fedingwould haveachillingeffect on artistic
creativity, which would work a harm to the society. However,even in the arts stu-
dents must learn theories and techniques,which they then apply to their craft—
whether it be music performance,dance,or acting. And creative writing requiresthe
cognitive ability to understand how language is used and how to best communicate
ideas. Besides, creative ahility is itsalf partly afunction o intellect;that is, creative
expressionisamarriagebetween cognitiveability and the expression of feelingsand
emotions.

In sum, emotions and feelings can serve as important catalysts for compassion
and for creativity. Yet behaviors that are most harmful to any society are so born of
emotions and ingtincts, which the intellect can serve to override. The inescapable
conclusion,then,isthat the speaker isfundamentally correct.

Issue 48
Does the study of history overemphasize "the famous few"?

ARCO

The speaker claimsthat sgn  cant historical events and trends are made possible by
groups of people rather than individuas,and that the study o history should empha
szetheformerinstead of thelatter.I tendto disagreewith both aspectsd thisclaim. To
begin with, learning about key historical figures inspires us to achieve great things
oursadlves—far more so than learning about the contributionsdf groups o people.
Moreover,history informsusthat it isalmost dwaysakey individua who providesthe
necessary impetusfor what otherwise might be agroup effort, as discussed below.

Admittedly, at times distinct groups d people have played a more pivota role
than key individuasin important historical developments.For example, history and
art gppreciation coursesthat study the MiddleAgestend tofocuson theartisticachieve
ments of particular artists such as FraAngelico, a Benedictine monk of that period.
However,Western civilization owesits very existence not to afew famous painters
but rather to agroup of Benedictinenunsd that period.Just prior to and during the
decline o the Roman Empire, many women fled to join Benedictine monasteries,
bringingwith them substanti al dowrieswhich they used to acquireartifacts,art works,
and manuscripts. Asa result,their monasteriesbecame centersfor the preservation
of Western culture and knowledge which would otherwise have been lost forever
with thefdl of the Roman Empire.
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However, equaly influential was Johannes Gutenberg, whose invention o the
printingpress several centuries later renderedWestern knowledge and cultureacces
sible to every class of people throughout the known world. Admittedly, Gutenberg
was not single-handedly responsible for the outcomes of his invention.Without the
support of paper manufacturers, publishers, and distributors, and without asufficient
demand for printed books, Gutenberg would never have becomeone of "the famous
few." However,| think any historian would agree that studying the groups of people
who rode the wave of Gutenberg’s invention is secondary in understanding history
to learning about the root historical cause of that wave. Generally speaking, then,
undue attention to the efforts and contributions of various groups tends to obscure
the cause-and-effect relationships withwhichthestudy o history is chiefly concerned.

Gutenberg is just one exampledf ahistorical patternin which it is individuals who
have been ultimatdly responsible for the most significant developments in human his
tory.Profound scientific inventions and discoveries o the past are nearly dl attributable
not to forgettable groups of people but to certain key individuals—for example,
Copernicus, Newton,Edison, Einstein, Curie,and d course Gutenberg.M oreover,when
it comes to seminal sociopolitical events, the speaker’s claim finds even less support
from the historical record. Admittedly,sweeping social changes and political reforms
require the participationd large groups of people. However,| would be hard-pressed
toidentify any watershed sociopolitical event attributable to aleaderless group.History
informs us that groups rdly only when incited and inspired by key individuals.

The speaker might clam that important long-term sociological trends are often
instigated not by key individuals but rather by the masses. | concedethat gradual shifts
in demography,in cultural traditions and mores, and in societal attitudes and values can
carry just assignificant an historical impact as thewords and deeds o f the famous few."
Y, it seems that key individuals almost invariably provide the initia spark for those
trends. For instance, prevailing attitudes about sexual mordity stem from the ideas of
key religious leaders; and aculture’s prevailing values concerning human life are often
rooted in the policies and prejudices of political leaders.The speaker might also point
out that history’s greatest architectural and engineering feats—such as the Tg Mahd
and the Great W4l —came about only through the efforts of large groups of workers.
Agadn, however,it was the famous few—monarchs in these cases—whose whims and
egos were the driving force behind these accomplishments.

To sum up,with few historical exceptions, history is shaped by key individuals,
not by nameless, faceless groups. It is the famous few that provide visions of the
future, visions that groups then bring to fruition. Perhaps the speaker’s clam will
have more merit at the close o the next millennium—since politics and science are
being conducted increasingly by consortiums and committees.Yet, today it behooves
us to continue drawing inspiration from "the famous few," and to continue under-
standing history chiefly in terms of their influence.
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Issue 49
Imaginative works vs. factual accounts

Do imaginative works hold more lasting significance than factua accounts,for the
reasons the speaker cites?To some extent the speaker overstatesfiction's compara
tive significance.On balance, however,| tend to agree with the speaker. By recount-
ing variousdimensionsd the human experience,afictional work can add meaning
to and appreciationdf thetimesinwhich thework isset. Even where afictional work
amountsto pure fantasy,with no historical context,it can sill hold more lasting Sg-
nificancethan afactud account. Examplesfrom literature and film serve toillustrate
these points.

| concede that mogt fictional works rely on historical settingsfor plot,thematic,
and character development. By informing us about underlying political, economic,
and socia conditions,factud accountsprovideaframed referenceneeded to under-
stand and appreci ate imaginative works. Fact isthe basisfor fiction,and fiction isno
substitute for fact. | would aso concede that factual accounts are more "accurate”
than fictional ones—insofar as they are more objective. But this does not mean that
factual accounts provide a"more meaningful picture of the human experience.” To
the contrary, only imaginative works can bring a historical period dive—by way of
cregtive tools such as imagery and point of view. And, only imaginative works can
provide meaningto historical events—through the use of devicessuch as symbolism
and metaphor.

Severd examplesfrom literature serve to illustrate this point. Twain’s novels af-
ford us a sense d how nineteenth-century Missouri would have appeared through
the eyesd 10-year old boys. Méevillés"Billy Budd" gives the reader certain insights
into what travel on the high seas might have been like in earlier centuries,through
theeyesd acrewman. And the epic poems*Beowulf” and"Sr Gawan and the Green
Knight" provide glimpses of the relationships between warriors and their kingsin
medieva times. Bare facts about these historical eras are eadly forgettable,whereas
creative storiesand portrayal ssuch asthe ones menti oned above can be quite memo-
rable indeed. In other words,what truly lasts are our impressions of what life must
have been like in certain places,at certain times,and under certain conditions.Only
imaginativeworks can provide such lasting impressions.

Examplesd important films underscore the point that creative accountsdf the
human experience hold more lasting significance than bare factua accounts. Con-
siderfour of our most memorableand influential films Citizen Kane,Schindler’s Lig,
TheWizardd Oz, and Star Wars DidWdlles fictional portrayal of publisherWilliam
Randol ph Hearst or Spielberg'sfictional portrayal of aJewish sympathizer during the
holocaust provide a more"meaningful picture df human experience’ than a history
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textbook?Did these accounts help give"shape and focus' to redlity more so than
newsredls aone could?If so,will these works hold more"lasting significance' than
barefactua accountsadf the same persons and events?l think anyone who hasseen
thesefilms would answer dl three questionsaffirmatively. Or consider TheWizard d
Ozand StarWars. Bath films, and the novel sfrom which they were adapted,are pure
fantasy. Yet both teem with symbolism and metaphor relating to life's journey, the
human spirit, and our hopes, dreams, and ambitions—in short, the human experi-
ence.Therein liesthe reason for their lasting significance.

In sum, without prior factual accountsfictional works set in historica periods
lose much o their meaning.Yet only through the exercise of artistic license can we
convey human experience in dl its dimensions,and thereby fully understand and
appreciate life in other timesand places. And it is human experience,and not bare
factsand figures, that enduresin our minds and souls.

Issue 50
Should college faculty also work outside the academic world?

Whether college faculty should also work outside academia, in professional work
related to their academic fields, depends primarily on the specific academic area.
With respect to fieldsin which outsidework isappropriate,l strongly agreewith the
statement; studentsand faculty d| stand to gainin avariety of respectswhen aprofes
sor complements academic duties with real-world experience.

As athreshold matter, the statement requiresqualificationin two respects.First,
in certain academic areas there isno profession to speak of outside academia.This is
especidly true in the humanities; after d|, what work outside academia is there for
professors of literature or philosophy?Secondly, the statement fails to consider that
in certain other academic areasa professor's academic dutiestypicaly involve practi-
cal work of the sort that occurs outside academia. This is especialy true in the fine
and performing arts,wherefaculty actively engagein the craft by demonstratingtech-
niques and stylesfor their students.

Adde from these two qudifications, | strongly agree that it is worthwhile for
college faculty to work outside academia in professiona positionsrelated to their
field. There are three clear benefitsof doing so. Firgt,in my experience as a student,
faculty who are actively engaged in their fields come to cdlass with fresh insightsand
a contagious excitement about the subject at hand. Moreover, they bring to their
students practical, red-world examples of the principles and theories discussed in
textbooks, thereby sparking interest,and even motivating some students to pursue
thefield asacareer.
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Secondly,by keeping abreast with the changing demandsd work as aprofessional,
professorscan help students who are seriousabout pursuing a career in that field to
make more informed career decisions.The professor with fiddd experienceis better
able to impart useful, up-to-date information about what work in the fidd entails,and
even about the current job market. After al,college career-planning Saff are neither
equipped nor sufficiently experienced to provide such specific advice to students.

A third benefit has to do with faculty research and publication in their areas of
specidty. Experience in the field can help a professor ferret out cutting-edge and
controversial i ssues—which might be appropriate subjectsfor research and publica
tion.Moreover,practical experience can boost aprofessor'scredibility asan expert in
the field. For example, each year a certain sociology professor a my college com-
bined teaching with undercover work investigating various cults. Not only did the
students benefit from the many interesting stories this professor had to tell about his
experiences, the professor's publicationsabout cults catapulted him to international
prominenceas an expert on the subject,and judifiably so.

In sum,asidefrom certai n academicareasin which outsidework iseither unavail-
able or unnecessary studentsand faculty aike stand everything to gain when faculty
enrich their careers by interspersingfield work with academicwork.

Issue 92

Recognizing the limits of our knowledge

ARCO

Doesrecognizing thelimitsaof our knowledgeand understanding serve usequally well
as acquiring new facts and information, as the speaker asserts?While our everyday
experience might lend credenceto this assertion, further reflection reveds its funda
mental inconsi stency with our Western view of how weacquire knowledge. Neverthe:
less,a careful and thoughtful definition of knowledge can serve to reconcile the two.

On the one hand, the speaker'sassertion accords with the everyday experience
o working professionals. For exampl e, the sort of "book" knowledge that medical,
law, and business students acquire, no matter how extensive, is of little use unless
these students also learn to accept the uncertaintiesand risks inherent in profes
siona practiceand in the businessworld. Any successful doctor,lawyer,or entrepre-
neur would undoubtedly agree that new precedents and challengesin their fields
compel them to acknowledgethelimitationsof their knowledge,and that learningto
accommodate these limitations is just asimportant in their professional successas
knowledgeitsalf.

Moreover,the additional knowledge we gain by collecting more information of-
ten diminishes—sometimesto the point where margina gainsturn to marginal losses.
Congider,for instance, the collection of financiad-investment information.No amount
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o knowledge can eliminate the uncertainty and risk inherent in financia investing.
Also,information overload can result in confusion,which in turn can diminish one's
ability to assmilateinformation and apply it usefully. Thus, by recognizing the limits
o their knowledge, and by accounting for those limits when making decisions,in-
vestment advisers can more effectively serve their clients.

On the other hand, the speaker's assertion seems sel f-contradictory,for how can
we know the limits d our knowledge until we've thoroughly tested those limits
through exhaustive empirical observation—that is, by acquiring facts and informa
tion.For example,it would be tempting to concedethat we can never understand the
basicforcesthat govern dl matter in the universe.Yet dueto increasingly preciseand
extensivefact-finding efforts of scientists,we might now be within striking distance
o understandingthe key laws by whichdl physica matter behaves. Put another way,
the speaker'sassertionfliesin theface d the scientific method,whose fundamental
tenet is that we humans can truly know only that which we observe. Thus Francis
Bacon,who first formulated the method, might assert that the speaker isfundamen-
taly incorrect.

How can we reconcile our experiencein everyday endeavorswith the basic as
sumption underlying the scientific method?Perhapsthe answer liesin adistinction
between two types o knowledge—one that amountsto a mere collection of obser-
vations(i.e., facts and information),the other that is deeper and includesaredization
o principlesand truths underlying those observations. At this deeper leve "knowl-
edge’ equals"understanding”: how we interpret, make sense of ,and find meaning in
the information we collect by way o observation.

In the final andyss, evaluating the speaker's assertion requires that we define
"knowledge,"whichin turn requiresthat we addresscomplex epistermnol ogical issues
best |eft to philosophersand theologians. Yet perhapsthisis the speaker's point:that
we can never truly know either ourselvesor the world,and that by recognizingthis
limitationwe set ourselvesfree to accomplish what no amount o mere information
could ever permit.

Issue 93
The concept of individual responsibility

| fundamentally agree with the speaker'sfirst contention,for unlesswe embracethe
concept d "individual responsi bility” our notionsd mora accountabilityand human
equality,both crucia to thesurviva o any democraticsociety,will whither.However,
| strongly disagreewith the second contention—that our individua actionsare deter-
mined largdy by external forces. Although thisclaim isnot entirely without support,
it runs contrary to common sense and everyday human experience.
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ARCO

The primary reason that individual responsibility is a necessary fiction is that a
society where individualsare not held accountablefor their actions and choicesisa
lawlessone, devoid of any order whatsoever. Admittedly,under some circumstances
asociety of laws should carve out exceptions to the rule of individua responsibil-
ity—for example, for the hopeless psychotic who has no control over his or her
thoughts or actions. Yet to extend forgiveness much further would be to endanger
the social order upon which any civil and democratic society depends.

A correlativeargument for individual responsibilityinvolvesthefact that lawless,
or anarchist, states give way to despotic rule by strong individuaswho seize power.
History informs us that monarchsand dictatorsoften justify their authority by claim-
ing that they are preordained to assume it—and that asaresult they are not mordly
responsiblefor their oppressive actions.Thus, any person abhorring despotism must
embrace the concept of individua responsibility.

Asfor the speaker'ssecond claim,it fliesin theface of our everyday experiences
in making choices and decisions. Although people often clam that lifes circum-
stances have"forced" them to take certain actions,we dl have an infinite number of
choices;it's just that many of our choicesare unappealing,even self-defeating. Thus,
the complete absence o free will would seem to be possible only in the case of
severe psychosis,coma, or death.

Admittedly,the speaker'ssecond contention findssupport from"strict determin-
ist” philosophers, who maintain that every event,including human actionsand choices,
is physically necessary, given the laws of nature. Recent advances in molecular biol-
ogy and geneticslend some credence to thisposition, by suggesting that these deter-
mining physical forcesinclude our own individual genetic makeup.But, the notion of
sci entificdetermini sm opens the door for genetic engineering,which might threaten
equality in socioeconomic opportunity,and even precipitate the development of a
"master race." Besides, since neither free will nor determinism has been proven to be
the correct position,the formeristo be preferred by any humanist and in any demo-
cratic society.

In sum, without the notion of individua responsibility a civilized, democratic
society would soon devolve into an anarchist state, vulnerable to despotic rule. Yet,
this notion is more than a mere fiction. The idea that our actions spring primarily
from our free will accords with common sense and everyday experience.| concede
that science might eventually vindicate the speaker and show that our actions are
largely determined by forcesbeyond our consciouscontrol . Until that time,however,
I'll trust my intuition that we humans should be, and in fact are, responsible for our
own choicesand actions.
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Issue 94
What is required to become "truly educated"?

| fundamentally agree with the proposition that students must take courses outside
their mgjor fidd of study to become"truly educated.” A contrary position would re-
flect atoo-narrow view of higher educationand its proper objectives.Nevertheless|
would caution that extending the propositiontoo far might risk undermining those
objectives.

The primary reason why | agree with the proposition is that "true" education
amounts to far more than gaining the knowledgeand ability to excel in one's magjor
course of study and in one's professional career. True education aso facilitates an
understanding of oneself, and tolerance and respect for the viewpoints o others.
Coursesin psychology, sociology,and anthropology &l serve these ends." True' edu-
cation also providesinsight and perspective regarding one's place in society and in
the physical and metaphysical worlds. Coursesin palitical science, philosophy,theol-
ogy, and even sciencessuch as astronomy and physics can help a student gain this
insight and perspective. Findly, no student can be truly educated without having
gained an aesthetic appreciation of the world around us—through course work in
literature,the fine arts, and the performing arts.

Becoming truly educated a so requiressufficient mastery of one academicareato
permit astudent to contribute meaningfully to society | ater in life. Yet, mastery of any
specific area requires some knowledge about a variety of others. For example,a po-
litical-science student can fully understand that field only by understanding the vari-
ous psychological,sociological,and historical forcesthat shape political ideology. An
anthropologist cannot excel without understanding the social and political events
that shape cultures,and without some knowledgedr chemistry and geology for per-
forming field work. Even computer engineering is intrinsically tied to other fields,
even non-technical ones such as busi ness,communications,and media

Nevertheless,the call for a broad educational experience as the path to becom-
ing truly educated comeswith oneimportant caveat. A student who merely dabbles
in a hodge-podge of academic offerings, without special emphasis on any one, be-
comes a dil ettante—lacking enough knowledge or experience in any single area to
come awvay with anything valuable to offer. Thus, in the pursuit of true education
students must be careful not to overextend themselves— or risk defeating an impor-
tant objectived education.

Inthefina andysisto becometruly educated one must stri keaproper balancein
one's educational pursuits. Certainly, students should strive to excel in the specific
requirementsd their mgjor coursed study.However,they should complement those
effortsby pursuing coursework in avariety of other areasaswell.By earnestly pursu-
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ing a broad education one gains the capacity not only to succeed in acareer,but also
to find purpose and meaning in that career as well as to understand and appreciate
the world and its peoples.To gain these capacitiesis to become"truly educated.”

|ssue 95

Teamwork as the key to productivity

ARCO

The speaker asserts that because teamwork requires cooperative effort, people are
more motivated and therefore more productive working in teams than working indi-
vidudly ascompetitors.My view isthat thisassertionistrue only in somecases. If one
examines the businessworld, for example,it becomesclear that which approachis
more effective in motivating people and in achieving productivity depends on the
specific job.

In some jobs productivity clearly dependson the ability of coworkersto cooper-
ate as members o ateam. For businessesinvolved in the production of products
through complex processes, all departments and divisons must work in lock-step
fashion toward product roll-out. Cooperativeinteraction iseven essential in jobs per-
formed in rdativeisolation and in jobsin which technical knowledge or ability,not
the ability to work with others, would seem to be most important.For exampl e scien-
tists,researchers,and even computer programmersmust collaborate to establish com-
mon goals, coordinate efforts, and meet time lines. Moreover, the kinds of people
attracted to these jobsin thefirst place are likely to be motivated by asensedf com-
mon purpose rather than by individua ambition.

In other typesaof jobsindividua competition,tenacity,and ambition are the keys
to productivity.For exampl e,acommissioned sal esperson’'scompensation,and some-
times tenure and potential for promotion aswell,is based on comparetive saes per-
formanced coworkers.Working ascompetitorsafirm'’s individua salespeople maxi-
mize productivity —interms of profit—both for themselves and for their firm. Key
leadership positionsasocall ,aboveall, for acertain tenacity and competitivespirit. A
firm'sfounding entrepreneur must maintainthisspiritin order for thefirmto survive,
let alone to maximize productivity. Moreover,in my observationthe kindsdof people
inclined toward entrepreneurshipand salesin thefirst placeare those who are com-
petitive by nature, not those who are motivated primarily by a sense of common
purpose.

On balance, however, my view is that cooperation is more crucial for an
organi zation'slong-term productivity thanindividua competition.Evenin jobswhere
individual competitivenessis part-and-parce of the job, the importancedf coopera
tion should not be underestimated Competition among sal es peopl e can quickly grow
into jedousy, back-gtabbing,and unethical behavior—al o which are counterpro-

75

B GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions www.petersons.com/arco



76  Part Two: Sample Responses to, the Real Issue-Perspective Questions

ductive. And even the most successful entrepreneurs would no doubt admit that
without the cooperétive effortsof their subordinates,partners, and colleagues,their
personal visonswould never become redlity.

In sum,individual competitiveness and ambition are essential motivating forces
for certain typesd jobs, while in other jobsit is acommon sense of misson that
motivates workers to achieve maximum productivity. In the find analysis, however,
the overdl productivity o amost every organization depends ultimately on the abil-
ity of its membersto cooperate as ateam.

Issue 98
Should colleges emphasize courses in popular culture?

The speaker asserts that the curriculum o colleges and universitiesshould empha
size popular culture—music, media literature, and so forth—rather than literature
and art of the past, for the reason that the former is more relevant to students. |

strongly disagree. Although coursesin popular culture do play alegitimaterolein
higher education,formal study of the present cultureat the expense of studying past
cultures can undermine the function of higher education,and ultimately provide a
disserviceto studentsand to society.

Admittedly, course work in popular culture is legitimate and vauable for three
reasons. First, popular cultureis a mirror of society'simpulses and values. Thus, any
serious student of the social sciences,as well as students of media and communica
tions,should take serioudly theliteratureand art of the present.Secondly,in every age
and culture some worthwhile art and literature emerges from the mediocrity. Few
would disagree, for example, that the great modernjazz pioneers such as Charlie
Parker and Thelonius Monk, and more recently Lennon and McCartney, and Stevie
Wonder, have made jus aslasting acontributionto music as some of the great dass-
ca musiciansdf previous centuries. Thirdly, knowledge of popular films, music,and
art enables a person to find common ground to relate to other people.This leadsto
better communication between different subcultures.

Neverthel ess,emphasizing the study of popular cultureat the expense of study-
ing classicd art and literature can carry harmful consequencesfor students,aswell as
for society.Without the benefit of historical perspective gained through the earnest
study o the art and literatured the past,it isimpossibleto fully understand,appreci-
ate, and critiqueliterature and art of the present. Moreover, by approaching popular
culturewithout any yardstick for quality it isimpossibleto distinguish mediocre art
from worthwhile art. Only by studying the classics can an individua develop far
standardsfor judging popular works. Besides,emphasison theforma study of popu-
lar cultureisunnecessary.Educationin popular cultureisreadily availableoutsidethe
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classsroom—on the Internet,througheducational tel evision programming, and through
the sorts of everyday conversationsand crosstalk that occur at water coolersand in
the coffee housesdf any college campus.

In sum, while the study of popular literatureand art can be worthwhile, it hasto
be undertakenin conjunctionwith an even greater effort tolearn about theliterature
and art of the past.In the absencedf thelatter,our universitieswill produce asociety
of people with no cultural perspective, and without any standardsfor determining
what meritsour attention and nurtures society.

Issue 99
Pragmatic vs. idealistic behavior

ARCO

I agree with the speaker insofar asthat a practical, pragmatic approach toward our
endeavorscan help ussurvivein the short term. However,idealismis just ascrucial—
if not more so—for long-term successin any endeavor, whether it be in academics,
business, or political and social reform.

When it comes to academics,students who we would consider pragmatic tend
not to pursue an education for its own sake. Instead,they tend to cut whatever cor-
ners are needed to optimize their grade average and survive the current academic
term. But,is thisapproach the only way to succeed academically?Certainly not. Stu-
dentswho earnestly pursue intellectual pathsthat truly interest them are morelikey
to come away with a meaningful and lasting education. In fact, a sense of mission
about one'sareadf fascinationisstrong motivationto participateactively in classand
to study earnestly, both of which contribute to better gradesin that area. Thus, d-
though the idealist-student might sacrificea high overall grade average,the depth of
knowledge,academic discipline,and sense of purpose the student gains will serve
that student well later in life.

In considering the businessworld it might be more tempting to agree with the
speaker;after al,isn't businessfundamentally about pragmatism—that is,“getting the
job done”and paying attention to the “bottom line" ?Emphatically, no. Admittedly, the
everyday machinations of business are very much about meeting mundane short-
term gods: deadlines for production, sales quotas, profit margins,and so forth. Yet
underpinning these activitiesisthe vison of the company'schief executive—avision
that might extend far beyond mere profit maximization to the waysin which the firm
can make a lasting and meaningful contribution to the community,to the broader
economy,and to the society asa whole.Without adream or vision—that is, without
strong idedlist leadership—a firm can easily be cast about in the sea of commerce
without clear direction, threatening not only the firm's bottom line but also itsvery
survival.

77

B GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questions www.petersons.com/arco



78  Part Two: Sample Responses tg the Real Issue-Perspective Questions
Shemnem T Smm et D L D

Findly,when it comes to the political arena,again at first blush it might appear
that pragmatism is the best, if not the only, way to succeed. Mog politiciansseem
driven by their interest in being elected and reelected—that is,in surviving—rather
than by any sense o mission, or even obligation to their constituency or country.
Diplomatic and legal maneuverings and negotiations often appear intended to meet
the practical needs of the parties involved—minimizing costs, preserving options,
and soforth.But,it isidealists—not pragmati sts—who sway the masses,inciterevolu-
tions,and make palitical ideology redity.Consider idealistssuch as America’s founders,
Mahatma Gandhi, or Martin Luther King. Had these idealists concerned themselves
with short-term survival and immediate needs rather than with their notions of an
ideal society,the United States and India might sill be British colonies, and African
Americans might sill be relegated to the backs o buses.

In short, the statement failsto recognize that idealisn—keeping one'seye on an
ultimate prize—isthe surest path to long-termsuccessin any endeavor.Mesting one's
immediate needs,while arguably necessary for short-term survival ,accomplisheslittle
without asense o mission,avision,or adreamfor the long term.

| ssue 103
Is history relevant to our daily lives?

The speaker alegesthat studying history is vauable only insofar asit is relevant to
our daily lives.| find thisallegation to be specious.It wrongly suggeststhat history is
not otherwiseinstructiveand that itsrelevanceto our everyday livesislimited.To the
contrary, studying history provides inspiration, innumerable lessonsfor living, and
useful value-clarificationand perspective—all of which help us decide how to live
our lives.

To begin with, learning about great human achievements o the past provides
inspiration. For example, astudent inspired by the courage and tenacity of history's
great explorersmight decide as aresult to pursue a career in archeol ogy,oceanogra
phy,or astronomy.This decision can,in turn, profoundly affect that student'severyday
life—in school and beyond. Even for students not inclined to pursue these sorts of
careers,studying historical examplesdf couragein theface of adversity can provide
motivation to face their own personal fearsin life. In short, learning about grand
accomplishmentsadf the past can help usget through the everyday businessaf living,
whatever that business might be, by emboldening us and lifting our spirits.

In addition,mistakesadf the past can teach usas asociety how to avoid repeating
those mistakes. For example, history can teach us the inappropriatenessd address-
ing certain social issues, particularly moral ones,on asocieta level. Attemptstolegis
late morality invariably fail, as aptly illustrated by the Prohibition experiment in the
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U.S during the 1930s. Hopefully, as a society we can apply thislesson by adopting a
more enlightened legislative approach toward such issues as free speech,
criminaization of drug use,criminal justice,and equal rights under the law.

Studying human history can dso help us understand and appreciatethe mores,
values,and idealsdf past cultures. A heightened awarenessd cultural evolution,in
turn, hel psusformulateinformed and reflectivevaluesand ideal sfor oursel ves.Based
on thesevaluesand idedl s,students can determine their authentic life path aswell as
how they should dllot their time and interact with others on a day-to-day basis.

Findly,it might be tempting to imply fromthe speaker's allegation that studying
history haslittle relevance even for the mundane choresthat occupy so much of our
time each day,and therefore is of little value. However,from history we learn not to
takeeveryday activitiesand thingsfor granted. By understandingthe history o money
and banking we can transform an otherwise routinetrip to the bank into an enlight-
ened experience,or avidt to the grocery storeinto an homageto the many inventors,
scientists,engineers,and entrepreneursof the past who have made such convenience
possible today. And,we can fully appreciate our freedom to go about our daily lives
largely aswe choose only by understanding our political heritage.|n short, appreciat-
ing history can serve to elevate our everyday choresto richer, more interesting,and
more enjoyable experiences.

In sum, the speaker fails to recognize that in dl our activities and decisons—
from our grandest to our most rote— history can inspire, inform,guide,and nurture.
In thefinal analysis,to study history isto gain the capacity to be more human—and|
would be hard-pressed to imagineaworthier end.

Issue 104
How does a culture perpetuateits prevailing ideas?

ARCO

The speaker asserts that a culture perpetuates the ideasit favors while discrediting
thoseit fears primarily through formal education.| agree that grade-school ,and even
highschool ,education involvescultural indoctrination.Otherwise,l think the speaker
misunderstandsthe role of higher education and overlooks other meansby which a
culture achieves these ends.

| agree with the speaker with respect to formal grade-school and even high-
school education—which to some extent amount to indoctrination with the val-
ues,ideas,and principles of mainstream society. In my observation,young students
are not taught to question authority,to take issue with what they are taught, or to
think critically for themselves. Y&, this indoctrination is actually desirable to an
extent. Sole emphasis on rote learning o facts and figures is entirely appropriate
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for grade-school children, who have not yet gained the intellectual capacity and
real-world experience to move up to higher, more complex levelsof thinking. Nev-
ertheless, the degree to which our grade schools and high schools emphasize in-
doctrination should not be overstated. After al, cultural mores, values, and biases
have little to do with education in the natural sciences, mathematics, and specific

language skills such as reading and writing.
Although the speaker's assertion hassome merit when it comes to the education
o young people, | find it erroneous when it comesto higher education. The mission
of our collegesand universitiesisto afford students cultural perspective and acapac-
ity for understanding opposing viewpoints,and to encourage and nurture the skillsof
critical analysisand skepticism— not to indoctrinate students with certainideaswhile
quashing others. Admittedly, collegesand universitiesare bureaucracies and there-
re not immune to political influence over what is taught and what is not. Thus, to
meextent acollege'scurriculum isvul nerableto wealthy and otherwiseinfluential
‘efactors, trustees, and government agencies—who by advancing the prevailing
yral agenda serve to diminish a college's effectivenessin carrying out its true
wn.Yet, my intuition is that such influences are minor ones, especially in public

sity systems.

speaker's assertionisalso problematicin that it ignorestwo significant other
k ~which our culture perpetuates ideasit favors and discreditsideasit fears.
meansisour system of laws,by which legislatorsand juristsformul ate and
1 = so~called“public policy.” Legislation and judicial decisionscarry the weight
e threat of punishment for those who deviatefrom that law. Asaresult,
. Yy effective means of forcing on us official notions of what is good for
' quashingideasthat are deemed threatening to the social fabric,and to
a >curity of the government and the governed. A second such meansis
nedia. By mirroring the culture's prevailing ideas and values, broad-

: _‘.?% dia serve to perpetuate them. It isimportant to distinguish here
g e m media—such as broadcast televison—and alternative media
fr;eﬁ\‘d Vv filmsand non-commercial Web sites,whose typical aimsareto
mc_‘“\d\ > status quo, expose the hypocrisy and unfair bias behind main-
caret to light ideasthat the powers-that-be most fear.Yet, the influ-
motivg RTAY ia palesin comparison to that of mainstream media.
acconh® ""’\;S assertion is not without merit when it comesto therole of
whaxest\ldeo © “hools. However, the speaker over-generalizes about what
In %“ﬁ,O‘ a0 ially at collegesand universities. Moreover, the speaker's
those md' xoda‘c ~tive waysin which mainstream culture perpetuates its
ing ceryPs0?P
late mon
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|sue 108

The benefits of televising government proceedings

ARCO

| strongly agree that the more government proceedings— debates, meeting, and so
forth—that are televised,the more society will benefit overdl. Nevertheless,undue
emphasis on this means o informing a constituency has the potential for harm—
which any society must take care not to dlow.

Accessto government proceedings viatelevision carries severa significant ben-
efits. The main benefit liesin two useful archival functionsd videotaped proceed-
ings.First, videotapes areva uablesuppl ementsto conventional meansd record keep-
ing. Although written transcriptsand audi otapes might provide an accurate record of
what is said, only videotapes can convey the body language and other visua clues
that help us understand what people say, whether they are being disingenuous, sar-
castic, or sincere. Secondly, videotape archives provide a useful cataloguefor docu-
mentary journalists.

Televised proceedingsal so providethree other useful functions. First,for shut-ins
and peoplewho livein remote regions,it might beimpracticable,or evenimpossible,
to view government proceedingsin person. Secondly, with satellite television sys
temsit ispossibleto witnessthe governmentsaf other cities,states,and even nations
at work.This sort of exposure providestheviewer avauablesenseof perspective,an
appreciationfor other formsaof government,and so forth. Thirdly, in high schoolsand
universities, televison proceedings can be useful curriculum supplements for stu-
dents o government, public policy,law,and even public speaking.

Neverthel ess, tel evising more and more government proceedingscarriescertain
risks that should not be ignored.Watching televised government proceedingsis in-
herently a rather passive experience. The viewer cannot voice his or her opinions,
objections,or otherwise contribute to what is being viewed. Watching televised pro-
ceedingsas asubstitutefor activeparticipation in the political processcan,on amass
scale, undermine the democratic process by way o its chilling effect on participa
tion. Undue emphasis on telegovernment poses the risk that government proceed-
ingswill become mere displays,or shows,for the public,intended as public relations
ploys and so-called”photo opportunities,"while the true business of government is
moved behind closed doors.

In sum, readier accessto the day-to-day business of agovernment can only serve
to inform and educate. Although undue reliance on televised proceedingsfor infor-
mation can qudll activeinvolvement and serveasacensor for people being tel evised,
| think these are risksworth taking in theinterest of disclosure.
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Issue 109
Ads portraying people we want to "be like"

The speaker asserts that the many ads that make consumers want to "be like' the
person portrayed in the ad are effectivenot only in salling productsbut dsoin help-
ing consumersfed better about themselves. This assertion actudly consists of two
clams: that this advertising technique is used effectively in salling many products,
and that consumerswho succumb to this technique actualy fed better about them-
selvesasaresult. While | agreewith thefirst clam,| strongly disagreewith the second
one.

Turning firgt to the statement's threshold claim, do many ads actudly use this
technique to sdl productsin the first place?Consider ads like the wildly popular
Budweiser commercial featuring talking frogs. There’s nothing in that ad to emulate;
itspurposeis merdy to call attention to itself. Notwithstanding thistype of ad,in my
observation the mgjority o ads provide some sort of model that most consumersin
thetarget market would want to emulate,or“be like" Whilesome adsactually portray
people who are the opposite of what the viewer would want to"be like," these ads
invariably convey the explicit message that to avoid being like the person in the ad
the consumer must buy the advertised product. Asfor whether the many, many ads
portraying modelsare effectivein salling products,| am not privy to the sort of statis
tical information required to answer this question with compl ete certainty. However,
my intuition is that this technique does help sdl products; otherwise, advertisers
would not use it so persistently.

Turning next to the statement's ultimate clam that these ads are effective be-
cause they help people who buy the advertised products feel better about them-
salves,| find thisdam to be specious. Consumerslured by the hope of "being like"
the personin an ad might experiencesomeinitial measure o satisfactionin theform
d an ego boost.We have dl experienced acertain optimismimmediately after acquir-
ing somethingwe've wanted —a good fedling that we're one step closer to becoming
who we want to be. However,in my experiencethissensed optimismisephemeral,
invariably giving way to disappointment that the purchase did not live up to itsim:
plicit promise.

One informative example of thisfase hope involves the dizzying array o diet
aids, skin creams, and fitness machines available today. The peoplein adsfor these
products are youthful,fit,and attractive—what we dl want to"be like” And the ads
areeffectivein sdling these products;today's health-and-beauty market feedsamullti-
billiondollar industry.But the end result for the consumer is an unhealthy preoccupa
tion with physica appearance and youth,which oftenleadsto low self-esteem,eating
disorders,injuriesfrom overexercise,and soforth. And these problemsare suresigns
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of consumerswhofeel worse, not better,about themselvesasaresult of having relied
on thefase hope that they will "be like" the model in the ad.

Another informative example involves products that pander to our desire for
socioeconomicstatus. Adsfor luxury carsand upscal eclothing typicaly portray people
with lucrative careersiiving in exclusive neighborhoods.Yet, | would wager that no
person whose lifestyle actualy resemblesthese portrayalscould honestly claim that
purchasing certain consumer products contributed oneiotato hisor her socioeco-
nomicsuccess.The end resultfor the consumerisenvy o othersthat can afford even
more expensive possessions,and ultimately low self-esteem based on fedings of so-
cioeconomic inadequacy.

In sum,while ads portraying.peoplewe want to"be like" are undoubtedly effec-
tivein salling products, they are equaly ineffectivein hel ping consumersfeel better
about themselves. In fact, the result is a sense of fase hope, leading ultimately to
disappointmentand asensedf failureand inadequacy —in other words,feelingworse
about ourselves.

| ssue 110
Historians as storytellers

ARCO

Are dl historians essentialy storytellers,for the reasons that the speaker cites?In
asserting that we can never know the past directly,the speaker impliesthat wetruly
"know" only what we experience first-hand. Granting this premise, | agree thet it is
the proper and necessary role of historians to "construct” history by interpreting
evidence. Nevertheless, the speaker's characterization o this role as"storytelling”
carries certain unfair implications,which should be addressed.

One reason why | agree with the speaker's fundamental claim liesin the dis
tinction between the role of historian and the roles of archivist and journalist. By
"archivist’l refer generally to any person whose task isto document and preserve
evidence of past events. And by "journalist" | mean any person whose task is to
record, by writing,film,or some other media, factual eventsasthey occur—for the
purpose d creating evidence of those events.It isnot the proper function of either
the journalist or the archivist to tell a story. Rather,it is their function to provide
evidenceto the historian,who then pieces together the evidence to construct his
tory, as the speaker suggests. In other words, unless we grant to the historian a
licenseto"construct” history by interpreting evidence, we relegate the historianto
the role of mere archivist or journalist.

Another reason why | agree with the speaker's characterization of the
historian's proper functionisthat our understanding of history isricher and fuller
asaresult. By granting the historian license to interpret evidence—to" construct”
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history —we allow for differing viewpoints among historians. Based on the same
essential evidence, two historians might disagree about such things as the con-
tributing causes of acertain event,the extent of influence or impact of one event
on subsequent events, the reasons and motives for the words and actions of im-
portant persons in history,and so forth.The inexorable result of disagreement,
debate, and divergent interpretations among historians is afuller and more inci-
sive understanding of history.

However,we should be careful not to confuse thislicenseto interpret history,
which is needed for any historian to contribute meaningfully to our understanding
o it,with artisticlicense.The |latter should be reserved for dramatists, novelists,and
poets. It isone thing to attempt to explain historical evidence;it isquite another to
invent evidencefor the sake of creating amore interesting story or to bolster one's
own point of view. A recently released biography of Ronald Reagan demonstrates
that the line that historiansshould not crossis afine one indeed. Reagan's biogra-
pher invented afictional character who provided commentary as awitnessto key
episodes during Reagan'slife. Many critics charge that the biographer overstepped
his bounds as historian; the biographer claims, however, that the accounts in the
biography were otherwise entirely factual ,and that thefictional narrator wasmerely
aliterary deviceto aid the reader in understanding and appreciating the historical
Reegan.

In sum, | strongly agree that the historian's proper function is to assemble
evidence into plausible constructs o history,and that an element of interpreta
tion and even crestivity isproperly involved in doing so. And if the speaker wishes
to call these constructs"story-telling,"that's fine. This does not mean, however,
that historians can or should abandon scholarship for the sake of an interesting
story.

Issue 112
\ Should schools teach students to explore their own emotions?

The speaker asserts that educational systems should place less emphasis on reason

\ v andlogical thinking and more emphasison the exploration o emotions. While | con-

‘. cedethat in certain fields students are well served by nurturing their emotions and

\\feelings, in most academic disciplinesit is by cultivating intellect rather than emo-

“ons that studentsmaster their disciplineand, in turn, gain acapacity to contributeto
\well-beingd society.

wgree with the speaker insofar as undue emphasison reason and logica think-

“have achilling effect on the arts. After al,artistic ideasand inspirationspring

N

O
ot
www, pe)"‘“ A¥CO ARCO W GRE CAT—Answers to the Real Essay Questions



Part Two: Sample Responses to the Real Issue-Perspective Questions
e

ARCO

not from logic but from emotions and fedlings such as joy, sadness, hope, and love.
And, the true measure o artistic accomplishment lies not in technical proficiency
but rather in awork'simpact on the emotions and spirit. Nevertheless, even in the
arts, students mugt learn theories and techniques,which they then apply to their
craft. And,creativewriting requiresthe cognitive ability to understand how language
is used and how to communicateideas. Besides, credtive ability isitsdlf partly afunc-
tion of intellect;that is, creative expression isa marriage of one's cognitive abilities
and the expression of one'sfedings and emotions.

Addefrom its utility in the arts, however, the exploration of emotions haslittle
placein educational systems.The physcal sciencesand mathematicsare purely prod-
ucts o reason and logic. Even in the so-called “soft” sciences,emotion should play no
part. Condder, for example, the study of history, palitical science,or public policy,
each of whichislargdy the study of how the concepts of fairness,equity,and justice
work themsealvesout. It is tempting to think that students can best understand and
learn to apply these concepts by tapping feelings such as compassi on,empathy,sym-
pathy,and indignation. Yet fairness,equity,and justice have little to do with feelings,
and everything to do with reason. After al, emotions are subjective things. On the
other hand, reason is objectiveand therefore facilitates communi cation,consensus,
and peaceful compromise.

Indeed, on a systemic scale undue emphasis on the exploration of our emo-
tions can have deleterious societal consequences. Emotionsinviteirrationalityin
thought and action, the dangers of which are dl too evident in contemporary
America For example, when it comes to the war on drugs, free speech and rdli-
gion, abortion issues, and sexual choices, public policy today seems to ssimply
mirror the voters fears and prejudices.Yet common sense dictates that socidl ills
are best solved by identifying cause-and-effect relationships—in other words,
through critical thinking. The proliferation of shouting-match talk shows fueled
by irrationality and emotion gone amuck isfurther evidence that our culture lends
too much credence to our emotions and not enough to our minds. A culture that
sanctionsirrationalityand unfettered venting of emotion is vulnerableto decline.
Indeed, exploiting emotions while suppressing reason is how demagoguesgain
and hold power,and how humanity's most horrific atrocities have come to pass.
In contrast, reason and better judgment are effective deterrents to incivility, des-
potism, and war.

In sum,emotionscan serve asimportant catalystsfor academic accomplishment
in the arts. Otherwise, however, students, and ultimately society, are better off by
learning to temper their emotionswhile nurturing judgment,tol erance fai rness,and
understanding—all of which are productsof reason and critical thinking.
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Issue 113
Defining ourselves by identifying with social groups

| strongly agree that we define ourselves primarily through our identification with
socia groups,as the speaker asserts. Admittedly,at certain stagesd life peopleoften
appear to define themsavesin other terms. Yet, in my view, during these stages the
fundamental need to defineone'ssdf through association with socia groupsismerdy
masked or suspended.

Any developmental psychologist would agree that sociaizationwith other chil-
dren playsacritical rolein any child'sunderstandingand psychological development
o sdf. At the day-care center or in the kindergarten class young children quickly
learn that they want to play with the same toysat the sametime or in the same way
assome other children. They come to understand generally what they sharein com-
mon with certain o their peers—in terms o appearance, behavior, likes and dis-
likes—and what they do not share in common with other peers or with older stu-
dentsand adults.In other words,these children begin to recognize that their identity
inextricably involvestheir kinship with certain peersand aienationfrom other people.

Aschildren progressto thesocia world o the playground and other after-school
venues,their earlier recognitionthat they relate more closaly to some peoplethan to
othersevolvesintoadesire toform well-definedsocial groups,and to set thesegroups
apart from others. Girls begin to congregate apart from boys; clubs and cliques are
quickly formed —often with exclusive rituals,codes,and rules to further distinguish
the group's members from other children.This apparent need to be a part of an
exclusivegroup continuesthrough high school,where studentsidentify themseves
in their yearbooks by the clubs to which they belonged. Even in college, students
eagerly join clubs fraternities,and sororitiesto establish their identity as membersof
socia groups.In my observation,children are not taught by adultsto behavein these
ways; thus, this desire to identify onesdf with an exclusive socia group seems to
spring from some innate psychol ogica need to defineone's sdf through one's per-
sonal associations.

However, as young adults take on the responsibilities of partnering, parenting,
and working, they appear to define themsalvesless by their socid affiliations and
more by their marital status, parental status,and occupation.The last of thesecriteria
seems particularly important for many adults today.When two adults meet for the
firgt time,beyondinitid pleasantriestheinitial questionamost invariably is"What do
you do for aliving?”Yet, in my opinion this shift in focusfrom one's belonging to a
social group to one's occupationis not ashift in how we prefer to define oursalves.
Rather,it is born o economic necessity —wedon't have the leisure time or financia
independence to concern ourselves with purely socid activities. | find quite telling
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thefact that when older people retirefrom the world of work aninterest in identify-
ing with socia groups—whether they be bridge clubs,investment clubs, or country
clubs—seems to reemerge. I n short, humans seem possessed by an enduring need to
be part of adistinct social group—a need that continues throughout life's journey.
Insum,| agreethat people gain and maintaintheir senseof sdf primarily through
their belongingto distinct social groups. Admittedly,therewill awaysbelonerswho
prefer not to belong,for whatever reasons;yet loners are the exception. Also,while
many working adults might temporarily define themselvesin terms of their work for
practicality'ssake,at bottom we humansare nothing if not social animals.

Issue 114
Has technology failed to help humanity progress?

ARCO

Havetechnological innovationsaof the last century failed to bring about true progress
for humanity, as the statement contends?Although | agree that technology cannot
ultimately prevent us from harming one another, the statement fails to account for
the significant positiveimpact that the modern-industrial and computer revolutions
have had on the quality of life—at least in the developed world.

| agree with the statement insofar as there is no technological solution to the
enduring problems of war, poverty,and violence,for the reason that they stem from
certain aspects of human nature— such as aggression and greed. Although future
advancesin biochemistry might enable us to "engineer away" those undesirable as
pects, in the meantime it is up to our economists, diplomats, socia reformers, and
jurists—not our scientists and engineers— to mitigate these problems.

Admittedly, many technol ogical devel opmentsduring thelast century have hel ped
reduce human suffering. Consider, for instance, technology that enables computers
to map Earth's geographical features from outer space.This technology allowsusto
locate lands that can be cultivated for feeding malnourished people in third-world
countries. And,few would disagreethat humanity isthe beneficiary of the myriad of
twentieth-century innovationsin medicine and medical technology —from prosthe-
ses and organ transplantsto vaccinesand lasers.

Yet, for every technological innovation helping to reduce human suffering is
another that hasserved primarily to add to it. For exampl e, while some might argue
that nuclear weapons serve asinvaluable" peace-keepers,"thisargument fliesin the
face of the hundreds of thousands o .innocent people murdered and maimed by
atomic blasts. More recently, the increasing use of chemical weapons for human
slaughter points out that so-called "advances' in biochemistry can amount to net
lossesfor humanity.
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Notwithstanding technology'slimitationsin preventingwar, poverty,and violence,
twenti eth-century technol ogical innovation has enhanced the overal standard o liv-
ing and comfort level of developed nations. The advent of steel production and as
sembly-line manufacturing created countl ess jobs, stimulated economic growth, and
supplied aplethorad innovative conveniences.Morerecently,computershave hel ped
free up our time by performing repetitive tasks,; have aided in the design of safer and
more attractive bridges, buildings, and vehicles, and have made possible universa
access to information.

O course, such progress has not come without costs.One harmful byproduct of
industrial progressisenvironmental pollution and itsthreat to public health. Another
isthe alienation of assembly-line workersfrom their work. And,the Internet breeds
information overload and steal s our time and attention away from family,community,
and coworkers. Nevertheless,on balance both the modern-industrial and computer
revolutionshave improved our standard o living and comfort level;and both consti-
tute progressby any measure.

In sum, enduring problems such as war, poverty, and violence ultimately spring
from human nature, which no technol ogical innovation short of genetic engineering
can dter. Thusthestatementiscorrect in thisrespect. However, if we define”progress’
more narrowly —in terms of economic standard of living and comfort level —recent
technol ogical innovationshave indeed brought about clear progressfor humanity.

Issue 115
Monitoring our progress with the use of logic and measurement

Do we need careful measurements and logic to determine whether and to what ex-
tent we are progressingor regressing?| agreethat in certain endeavorsquantifative
measurementsand logica anayssof dataare essential for this purpose. However,in
other realmsobjectivedataprovidelittleguidancefor determining progress.My view
appliesto individualsaswell as society asawhole.

Asfor monitoring individua progress,the extent to which careful measurement
andlogica andyssd dataare requireddependson thespecific endeavor.Inthearead
personal finance,obj ective measurementsare critical. We mightfed that weare advanc-
ing financidly when we buy anew car or a better home, or when our salary increases.
Yd thesesignsaf personal economicsuccesscan bedeceptive.Carsdepreciatequickly
in value, and residential red estate mugt appreciate steadily to offset ownership ex-
penses.Even apay raiseisnosuresign o personal financial progress;if the raisefailsto
keep pacewith the cost of living then the red sdary isactudly in decline.

Inthearead one'sphysical well-being,however,quantitativemeasurement might
be useful yet insufficient.Quantitative data such as blood pressure,chol esterol level,
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and body weight are useful objectiveindicatorsof physical health.Ye quantitative
measurement and logic can only take usso far when it comesto physical well-being.
Levdsaf physical discomfort and pain, the most reliable indicatorsof physical well-
being, cannot be quantified. And of course our emotional and psychological well-
being,which can have aprofound impact on our physical health,defy objectivemea
surement altogether.

On asocieta level,as on a personal level, the extent to which careful measure-
ment and logic are needed to determine progressdepends on the endeavor.In macro-
economics,asin personal finance,objective measurementsare critical . For example,
a municipdity, state, or nation might sense that things are improving economically
whenitsrateof unemploymentdeclines.Yet,if new jobsarein poor-paying positions
involving unskilled labor, this apparent advance might actually be aretreat. And, a
boom in retail sales might amount to regressif the goods sold are manufactured by
foreign firms, who benefit from the boom at the expense of domestic business ex-
pansion.Technological progressal so requires careful measurement.Advancesin com-
puter technology can only be determined by such factorsas processing and transfer
speeds, numbers of installationsand users,amounts of data accessed,and so forth.
And, advancesin biotechnology are determined by stetistical measurementsdf the
effectivenessof new drugs and other treatments, and by demographic statistics re
garding theincidence of the ailmentsthat the technol ogy seeksto ameliorate.

In contrast,socio-political progressisless susceptibleto objectivemeasurement.
For instance, progressin social welfare might be measured by the number of home-
less people, incidence of domestic violence, or juvenile crime rate. Yet, would an
increase in the number of single mothers on welfareindicate that our society is be
coming more compassi onateand effective in hel ping itsvictims,or would it indicate
regress by showing that our private sector and education systemsarefailing?More-
over,when it comesto our lega system and to palitics,progress haslittle to do with
numbers, or even logic. For example, to what extent, if any,would more lenient gun
ownership lawsindicate progress, consideringthe competing interests of individual
freedom and pubic safety? Do anti-abortion laws indicate a sociol ogical advance or
retreat?Or,when a political party gainsgreater control of alegidature by sweepinga
particular el ection, is this progressor regress?

In sum, although the statement has merit, it unfairly generalizes.In areas such as
finance,economics,and computingtechnology,dl of whichinvolve nothing but quan-
tifiable data, nothing but careful measurement and logic suffice to determine the
extent of progress.In other areas,such'ashealth care and social welfare,determining
progress requires both objective measurement and subjective judgment. Findly,
progress in politics and law is an entirely subjective matter —depending on each
individual'svalues, priorities,and interests.
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Issue 116
The beneficiaries of global networks

| agreethat theglobalizationd” economic and communi cationnetworkswill heighten
international influencesin dl four of the areas listed. However, while those influ-
ences will no doubt benefit education and the sciences,the nature of those influ-
ences on the artsand on politicswill probably be a mixed one—beneficial in some
respectsyet detrimental in others.

The clearest and most immediate beneficiariesd international influences are
students.When students learn more about other cultures, systems of government,
religions,and so forth, they advance their knowledge and grow in their understand-
ing of humanity —which is, after al, the final objective of education. Emerging dis
tance-|earning technol ogies, made practicable now by the Internet, will no doubt
carry an especially profound international influenceon education.Distancelearning
will permit aclassaof studentslocated dl over the world to video-conferencesimulta
neoudy with ateacher and with one other, thereby enlivening and enriching educa
tional experiences.

The sciences clearly benefit from international influences as well. After dl, prin-
ciples o physics, chemigry, and mathematics know no political boundaries; thus, a
useful insight or discovery can come from a researcher or theorist anywhere in the
world. Accordingly,any technol ogy that enhancesgloba communicationcanonly serve
to advancescientific knowledge. For exampl e,astronomers can now transmit observa
tional datato other scientiststhroughout theworld theinstant they receivethat data,so
that the entire globa community of astronomerscan begin interpreting that data to-
gether—in a globa brain-storming session. The sciences dso benefit from multi-na
tional economic cooperation.Consder,for instance,the multi-nationa program to es
tablish a human colony on the Moon. This ambitious project is possible only because
participating nationsare pooling their economicresourcesas well as scientifictalents.

With respect to the arts, however,the speaker'sclam isfar less convincing. It
might seem that if artists broaden their cultural exposure and rea-world experience
their art workswould become richer and more diverse. However, the logical conse-
quence of increasinginternational influenceon the artsisahomogenousglobal cul-
turein which art becomesincreasingly the same.The end result isnot only achilling
effect on artistic creativity,but dso alossd cultura identity,which seemsto be an
important sociologica and psychological need.

The impact of global networking on political relations might turn out to be a
mixed one aswell. Consider,for instance,the current unification of Europe'svarious
monetary systems. Since Europe's countriesare becoming economically interdepen-
dent, it would seem that it would be in their best intereststo cooperate politically
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with one another. However, discord over monetary policy might result in member
countrieswithdrawingfrom the Community,and in apolitical schism or other faling
out. Consider d so the burgeoning globa communi cationsnetwork.On the one hand,
it would seem that i nstant face-to-facecommuni cation between diplomatsand world
leaders would help avert and quell political and military crises. By the same token,
however, globa networking renders any nation's security system more vulnerable.
This point isaptly illustrated by arecent incident involving a high-ranking Pentagon
officia who stored top-secret fileson his home computer, which was connected to
the Internetwithout any firewall precautions.| ncidentssuch asthi sone might prompt
the world's governmentsto become more protective o their sovereignty, more insu-
lar,and even paranoid.

In sum, growing international influencesthat result naturaly from globa com-
munications and economic networks can only serve to facilitate education and to
advance scientific knowledge. However,a though the same influences no doubt will
have an impact on the arts and on international politics, the speaker's clam that
thoseinfluenceswill be beneficia isdubious,or at least premature,given that global
networking is ill in its nascent stages.

Issue 119

Setting research priorities

ARCO

Should researchersfocuson areasthat arelikely to resultin the greatest benefit to the
most people, as the speaker suggests?| agree insofar as areas of research certain to
result in immediate and significant benefitsfor society should continueto be aprior-
ity. Yet, strictly followed, the speaker's recommendationwould have a harmful chill-
ing effect on research and new knowledge. This is particularly true in the physica
sciences, as discussed below.

Admittedly, scientific research whose societal benefits are immediate, predict-
able,and profound should continueto be ahigh priority. For exampl e, bi otechnol ogy
researchisprovento help cureand prevent diseases,advancesin medical technol ogy
dlow for safer,lessinvasive diagnosisand treatment; advancesin genetics help pre-
vent birth defects; advances in engineering and chemistry improve the structural
integrity of our buildings, roads, bridges, and vehicles; information technology en-
ables education;and communicationtechnol ogy facilitatesgloba peace and partici-
pation in the democrétic process.To demote any of these research areasto alower
priority would be patently foolhardy, considering their proven benefitsto so many
people.However,thisis not to sy that researchwhose benefitsarelessimmediate or
clear should be given lower priority. For three reasons, dl avenues of scientific re-
search should be afforded equa priority.
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Firgt of dl,if westrictly follow the speaker's suggestion,who would decidewhich
areas of research are more worthwhile than others? Researchers cannot be left to
decide. Given a choice, they will pursue their own specia areasd interest,and it is
highly unlikely that dl researcherscould reach afully informed consensusasto what
areas are most likely to help the most people. Nor can these decisions be left to
regulators and legidators,who would bring to bear their own quirky notionsabout
what is worthwhile, and whose susceptibility to influence-peddlers renders them
untrustworthy in any event.

A telling example of the inherent danger of setting "official” research priorities
involves the Soviet government's attempts during the 1920s to not only control the
direction and the gods of its scientists research but also to distort the outcome of
that research—ostensibly for the greatest good of the greatest number of people.
During the 1920s, the Soviet government quashed certainareasdf scient cinquiry,
destroyed entire research facilities and libraries, and caused the sudden disappear-
ance d many scientistswho were viewed asthreatsto the state's authority. Not sur-
prisingly,during this time period no significant scientific advances occurred under
the auspicesd the Soviet government.

Secondly, to compel all researchers to focus only on certain areas would be to
force many to waste their true talents. For example,imagine relegating today's pre-
eminent astrophysicist Stephen Hawking to research the effectivenessof behavioral
mod cation techniquesin the reform of violent criminas. Admittedly,thisexample
borderson hyperbole.Yet the aggregateeffect of realisticcaseswould betowastethe
intellectual talentsof our world's researchers. Moreover,lacking genuine interest or
motivation a researcher would be unlikely to contribute meaningfully to his or her
"assigned"field.

Thirdly, it is difficult to predict which research avenueswill ultimately lead to
the greatest contributions to society. Research areaswhose benefitsare certain of-
ten break little new ground, and in the long term so-called " cutting-edgg!’ research
whoté potential benefitsare unknown often prove most useful to society. One cur-
rent example involves terraf orming— creeting biological life and a habitable atmo-
sphere where none existed before. This unusual research area does not immedi-
ately address society's pressing social problems. Yet, in the longer term, it might be
necessary to colonize other planetsin order to ensure the survival o the human
race; and after all, what could be a more sign cant contribution to society than
preventingits extinction?

In sum,when it comesto setting prioritiesfor research, at least in the sciences,
the speaker goestoo far by implying that research whose benefitsare unknown are
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not worth pursuing. After al,any research worth doing delvesinto the unknown.In
the fina anadysis the only objective of research should be to discover truths, what-
ever they might be—not to implement socid policy.

Issue 120
Studying the past to help us live in the present

Thespeaker clamsthat since so muchin today'sworld is new and complex the past
provideslittle guidancefor living in the present.| agreewith thisassertion insofar as
history offers few foolproof panaceasfor living today. However, | disagree with the
speaker's claim that today's world is so unique that the past is irrelevant. One good
examplethat supports my dua positionisthe way society has dealt with its pressing
social problemsover time.

Admittedly, history has helped us learn the appropriatenessdf addressing certain
social issues, particularly moral ones,on asocietal level. Attempts to legidate mordlity
invariablyfail,asillugtrated by Prohibitionin the 1930sand, morerecently, failed federal
legidation to regulate access to adult materid viathe Internet.We are dowly learning
thislesson,asthe recent trend toward |egaizationof marijuanafor medicina purposes
and the recognition of equal rightsfor samesex partners both demonstrate.

However theonly firm lessonfrom history about socid illsisthat they are hereto
day. Crime and violence, for example, havetroubled amost every society. All manner
d reform,prevention,and punishment have been tried. Today, the trend appearsto be
away from reform toward a"tough-on-crime" approach.Is this because history makes
clear that punishment is the mogt effective means of eliminating crime?No; rather,
the trend merely reflectsour current mores, attitudes,and political climate.

Another exampl einvolveshow we dedl with the mentaly-ill segment of the popu-
lation. Higtory revedlsthat neither quarantine,treatment, nor accommodation solves
the problem,only that each approach comeswith its own trade-offs. Also undermin-
ing the assertion that history helpsusto solvesocia problemsisthefact that, despite
thecivil-rightseffortsof Martin Luther King and his progeni es,the cultural gap today
between African Americans and whiteAmericansseemsto bewidening.It seemsthat
racia prejudiceis atimeless phenomenon.

Tosum up,intermsadf how to livetogether asasociety | agreethat studying the
past is d some vaue; for example, it helps us appreciate the futility of legidating
mordity. However, history's primary sociological lesson seemsto be that today's so-
cid problemsare as old as society itself,and that there are no panaceasor prescrip-
tionsfor solving these problems—only alternatewaysof coping with them.
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Issue 121
Our responsibility to save endangered species

What are the limits of our duty to save endangered species from extinction?The
statement raisesavariety of issues about mordity, conscience,salf-preservation, and
economics.On balance, however,| fundamentally agree with the notion that humans
need not make“extraordinary” efforts—at the expensedt money and jobs—to ensure
the preservationdf any endangered species.

As| seeit, there are three fundamental argumentsfor imposing on oursalves at
least some responsibility to preserve endangered species.The first hasto do culpabil-
ity. According to this argument, to the extent that endangerment is the result of
anthropogeni ceventssuch asclear-cutting o forestsor polluting of |akesand streams,
we humans have a duty to take affirmative measuresto protect the species whose
surviva we've placed in jeopardy.

The second argument has to do with capability. This argument disregards the
extent to which we humans might have contributed to the endangerment of a spe-
cies.Instead, the argument goes,if we are aware of the danger, know what steps are
needed to prevent extinction,and can take those steps,then we are moraly obligated
to help prevent extinction. This argument would place avery high affirmative duty
on humans to protect endangered species.

The third argument is an appeal to self-preservation. The anima kingdom is an
intricate matrix of interdependent relationships,in which each speciesdependson
many others for its surviva. Severing certain relationships,such as that between a
predator and its natural prey, can set into motion a series o extinctions that ulti-
mately might endanger our own survival as a species.While this daim might sound
far-fetched to some, environmental experts assure usthat in thelong run it isavery
real possbility.

On the other hand are two compelling argumentsagaingt placing a duty on hu-
mansto protect endangered species.The fird is essentidly the Darwinian argument
that extinction resultsfrom the inexorable process of so-caled"natural selection”in
which stronger speciessurvive while weaker onesdo not. Moreover,we humans are
not exempt from the process. Accordingly,if we seefit to eradicateother speciesin
order to facilitate our survival,then so be it.\We are only behaving as animas must,
Darwin would no doubt assert.

The second argument, and the one that | find most compelling,is an appeal to
logic over emotion. It is a scientific fact that thousands of anima species become
extinct every year. Many such extinctions are due to natural forces,while others are
dueto anthropogenicfactors.In any event, it isfar beyond our ability to ssvethem dl.
By what standard,then, should we decidewhi ch speciesare worth saving and which
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ones are not?In my observation,we tend to favor animaswith human-like physicad
characteristics and behaviors.This preference is understandabl e; after dl, dolphins
arefar more endearing than bugs. But thereisnological judtificationfor such astan-
dard. Accordingly,what makes more senseis to decide based on our own economic
sdf-interest.In other words,the more money and jobsit would cost to save acertain
species,the lower priority we should place on doing so.

In sum, the issue of endangered-species protection is a complex one, requiring
subjective judgments about mora duty and the comparative value o various life-
forms.Thus, there are no easy or certainanswers.Yet it isfor thisvery reason | agree
that economic salf-interest should take precedence over vague notionsabout mora
duty when it comes to saving endangered species. In the final andyss at a point
when it becomescritical for our own surviva asaspeciesto save certainothers, then
we humanswill do soif we arefit—in accordancewith Darwin'sobserved process of
natural selection.

Issue 124

The impact of technology on our leisure time

ARCO

The speaker contends that technol ogical advancesthat improve our efficiency have
ironically resulted in lessleisuretime,and a pace o lifethat ssemsmore hurried and
frantic than ever.While | agreethat leisuretimeisdeclining asaresult of efficiencies
that technol ogy has brought about,whether the irony to which the speaker refersis
real or imagined depends on what one considersto be the chief am of technology.

Few would disagreethat technology hasenhanced the speed and efficiency with
which we travel, prepare our food, plan and coordinate projects,and communicate
with one another. And the empirical evidencethat as asociety we are more pressed
for time than ever before is convincing indeed. In 1960, the average U.S family in-
cluded only one breadwinner,who worked just over 40 hours per week. Since then
the average work week hasincreased steadily to nearly 60 hourstoday. Infact,in most
familiesthere are now two breadwinnerswho,for lack of leisuretime, must del egate
food preparation to fagt-food workers and child care to professiona day-carefacili-
ties.Even single, childless professionalstoday are so harried that they haveno timeto
seek out romance,and must rely instead on matchmaker services.

What explainstheirony —this declinein leisuredespiteincreasingefficiency that
new technol ogieshave brought about?l agreethat technol ogy itsdf isthe culprit. We
use the additional free time that technology affords us not for leisure but rather for
work. Ascomputer technol ogy enabl es greater and greater office productivity it al'so
raises our employers expectations— or demands—for production. Further techno-
logical advances breed fill greater efficiency and,in turn,expectations.Our spiraling
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work load is only exacerbated by the competitive business environment in which
nearly dl of uswork today.Moreover,every technol ogical advance demandsour time
and attention—in order to learn how to use the new technology. Time devoted to
keeping pace with technol ogy depletestimefor leisure activities.

Y &, upon further reflection thisapparent irony does not seem so ironic after all.
The final objectives of technology have little to do with affording us more leisure
time. Rather,there are far more vital concerns that technology seeks to address. Ad
vances in biotechnology can help cure and prevent diseases; advancesin medica
technology can dlow for sefer, less invasive diagnosis and treatment; advancesin
geneticscan help prevent birth defects; advancesin engineering and chemistry can
improvethe structural integrity of our buildings,roads,bridges,and vehicles;informa
tion technology enables education;and communications technology facilitates glo-
ba participation in the democratic process.

In sum,the clam that the same technology that breedsefficiency aso robs us of
our leisureis smply wrongheaded. At the end of our hectic day,we have not been
robbed at dl.lnstead,we've ultimately chosen our frantic pace—trading off leisurein
pursuit of our health,our safety,our education,and our freedom.

Issuei27
Are facts "stubborn things," or can we alter them?

Can we alter factsaccording to our wishes or inclinations?if by "facts' the speaker
means such phenomenaas political ,economic,social, or lega statusquo,then | con-
cede that we can alter facts. The reason for thisis that such systems are abstract
constructsdf our inclinations,wishes,and passionsto begin with.Otherwise,l strongly
agreewith the speaker that we cannot alter facts.When it comesto certain aspectsof
our personal lives,and to historical eventsand scientific truths, no measure o desire
or even passion can change external redity.

On anindividual level,we dl engageinfutile attemptsto alter facts—by pretend-
ing that certain things are not the way they are because they are inconsistent with
our wishesor personal interests. Psychologistsrefer to this psychologica defensive
mechanism,which seems to be part o human nature, as"denia." Consider curious
pastimes such as mind-reading, psychic healing, rituals that purportedly impart im-
mortality,and other such endeavors,which seemsto transcend dl culturesand peri-
odsaf human history. Understandably we would dl like to have the ability to alter the
physica world,including ourselves,as we seefit,or even to liveforever by meansof
the sheerforce o our will.Yet,not oneiotaof scientific evidencelendssupport to the
claim that any human being has ever had any such ability.
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Nor can we alter facts by virtue of our inclinationsor passionswhen it comesto
history. Admittedly,no person can truly know any particular past that the person did
not experiencefirsthand.In thissense history isaconstruct,created for us by report-
ers, archivists,and historians.Historical facts are therefore susceptibleto interpreta-
tion,characterization,and of courseerrorsin commisson and omission.This isnot to
sy, however, that historical facts can be altered by our inventing versionsthat suit
our inclinationsor wishes.In short,a historical event isnot rendered any lessfactual
by either our ignoranceor characterizationd it.

Smilarly,when it comesto science our wishesand desires ultimately yield to the
stubbornnessaf facts—by which | mean empirical scientific evidence and the laws
and principlesd the physica world. Admittedly,in many casesit isdifficult to digtin-
guish between scientific"fact" and mere"theory."History isrepl ete with examples of
what were considered a one time to befacts, but later disproved asincorrect theo-
ries. Yet it istelling that many such obsolete theorieswere based on the subjective
inclinations,desires,and wishes of theoristsand of the societiesin which the theo-
ristslived. For example,the notionsaf an Earth-centered universe and o linear time
and space were both influenced by religiousnotions—that is, by human wishesand
passions. Asour factual knowledge increased such theoriesultimately give way.

Insum,| agree that factsare indeed" stubborn things” Understandably, dl humans
are guilty of ignoring,overlooking,and misunderstanding facts—at least to some ex-
tent. After al, human passion, desire,and individual biasand perspective are power-
ful influenceswhen it comestowhat we believeto be true and factual.Moreover,the
statement carries deep epistemol ogical implications regarding the nature of knowl-
edge and truth,which | cannot begin to adequately address here. Neverthelesson a
lessabstract levd the speaker is correct that neither inclination,desire,nor passion,
no matter how fervent,can alter that which ispast or beyond our physical control.

Issue 130

Have we learned how to raise children who can better society?

ARCO

| find the speaker'sdual claim to be speciouson both counts. The dam that society's
destiny hingeson how children are sociaized,whileappealing in somerespects, is an
over-statement at best. And the claim that we have not yet learned how to raise
children who can better society is poorly supported by empirical evidence.
Consider first the speaker'sassertion that society'sdestiny dependson how chil-
dren are socialized.| concede that unlessa child is alowed sufficient opportunities
for hedthy interaction with peers, that child is likdy to grow into an ineffectual,
perhapseven an anti-socia ,adult. To witness heal thy socializationin action,one need
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look nofurther than the school playground,where childrenlearn to negotiate,coop-
erate,and assert themselvesin a respectful manner,and where they learn about the
harmful resultsof bullying and other anti-social behavior. These lessons help children
grow up to be good citizens and effectiveleaders,as well astolerant and respectful
members o society.

However,socidizationisonly onefactor influencing the extent to which an indi-
vidua will ultimately contribute to a better society. And in my observationit is not
the most important one. Consider certain prominent leaderswho have contributed
profoundly to abetter society. MahatmaGandhi's contributionssprang primarily from
the couraged hisinner convictions,in spite o his proper socialization among gen-
teel Indian society and, as alaw student, among British society. Martin Luther King's
contributionwas primarily the result o his strong religious upbringing, which had
moreto do with parental influencethan with socialization.An even moreremarkable
modem example was Theodore Roosevelt, whose socia and physical development
were both stunted by lifethreatening physical infirmities during his childhood. In
spite of hisisolation,odd manner and a oofnessthroughout his early life, Roosevelt
ascended to a socid-activist presidency by means of hiswill to overcome physical
infiiities, hisvoraciousappetite for knowledge, and his raw intellect.

Consider next the speaker's clam that we have not yet learned how to raise
children who can better society. If we define a"better" society as one characterized
by greater tolerance d differing viewpointsand peoplewho are different from our-
salves, greater respect for individua rights,and greater cooperation across cultural
and national boundaries,then the children o the most recent half-century are treat-
ing a better society. The most recent quarter-century has seen an increasing sensitiv-
ity in our society toward ensuring public health by policing thefood and drug indus
triesand by protecting our natural environment.We're becoming more sensitive to,
and respectful of ,therightsof women, various ethnicand racid groups,homosexuals,
and mentdly- and phys cally-challengedindividuals. The re-emergence of political third
partieswith decidedly libertarianideal sdemonstratesan increasing concern for indi-
vidud freedoms. And there is ample evidence o increasing international coopera-
tion. The former Soviet Union and the U.S have worked collaboratively in space re-
search and exploration sincethe 1970s; peace-keeping missionsare now largely multi-
national efforts,and nationsare now tackling public health problemscollaboratively
through joint research programs.In short, the speaker'ssecond clamfliesin theface
o theempirical evidence, asl seeit.

In sum, when it comes to whether a child grows up to contribute to a better
society, the key determinant is not socialization but rather some other factor —such
asasemina childhood event,parental influenceraw intelligence,or personal convic-
tion. And, while reasonable people with differing political and socia viewpoints
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might disagree about what makesfor a"better" society,in my observation our society
is steadily evolving into a more civilized, respectful, and tolerant one. In the find
andysdsithen,| fundamentally disagreewith both aspectsof the speaker'sdual claim.

Issue 131
Do the arts reveal society's hidden ideas and impulses?

ARCO

The speaker asserts that the arts reveal society's hidden ideas and impulses.While
thisassertion hasmerit,| think it unfairly generalizesabout art. Consider two particu-
lar art forms: architecture and painting.In more important architecture one consis
tently seesarefection of society'sideasand urges. However,in moreimportant paint-
ings of the most recent century one sees instead the artists' personal and idiosyn-
craticvisonsof an aestheticideal.

Turningfirst to public architecture,one seesin ancient and Renaissanceformsan
impulseto transcend the human condition. Clearly, the most important architecture
o these periodswas built to honor deities and to propel humansinto the afterlife.
Consider,for examplethe ancient pyramidsand the great cathedralsof Europe,which
rise upward toward the starsand heavens. During the Medieva period the most im-
portant architectural form was the castle, which reflected an overriding concern for
military security and brutestrength during atime of comparativeanarchy.During the
twentieth century it wasfirgt the stedl-forged art deco formsand then the sky-scrap-
ing office building that dominated public architecture. These formsreflect modern,
more mundane concernsfor industrial and technological progress.

Turning next to important paintingsand painters,it seemsto me that the art of
previous centuriesreflected the attitudes and ideas of the prevailing cultureto afar
greater extent than today'sart. The cynosuresd the Medievd and Renai ssanceartists,
for instance, were certain Christian themes—the Trinity, virgin birth of Christ,the
Resurrection,and so forth—with which the society at large was aso preoccupied.
Later,during the ei ghteenth and nineteenth centuries,an emerging genteel classsaw
itsdf reflected in the bourgeoisthemesadf impressionists such as Renoir and Monet.

But in the mogt recent century the picture has been much different. Consider
three of the twentieth century’'s most influential painters: Picasso, Ddi,and Pollock.
Picasso's style underwent a series of radical changesthroughout his career Wes the
reason for Picasso'sdiverse"periods’ a quick series of radical changes in society's
ideasand impulses,or perhapsa reflection of society'shidden impulse for constant
change?Or did Picasso'svaried styles merdy reflect the complex psychological pro-
file of one eccentric artist?Dali is known for his surrealistic images; but do these
images reveal some kind of existential angst on a societa level,or just the odd aes
thetic vison o one man?Pollock’'s penchant was for dripping paint on the floor in
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order to create abstract images that would have the sort of visceral impact he was
after. In fact, Pollock turned to this technique only after he tried but failed as a con-
ventional painter, using brush and easel. So are Pollock’s striking abstract murals a
reflection of some mid-twentiethcentury societal impulse, or merely the result of
one struggling artist stumbling onto something he was good at?In al three cases, it
seems that the art reflected the artist but not the society.

In sum, in the art of painting one can observe a shift from styles and themes
reflecting broad societal impulsesto amore recent concern for expressing personal
impulsesand creative urges. | n contrast,the more public art form of architecture has
always mirrored society'sideasand impul ses,and probably alwayswill —because ar-
chitectureis so much more public than the art of painting.

| sSsue 136
Is the absence of choice a rare circumstance?

| strongly agree with the contention that absence of choiceis a rare circumstance,
primarily because this contention accords with common sense and our everyday
experience as human beings. Besides, the reverse clam—that we do not have free
choice— servesto undermine the notions of moral accountability and human equal-
ity,which are critical to the survival of any democratic society.

Our collectivelifeexperience isthat we make choices and decisionsevery day—
on acontinual basis. Common sense dictates that humans have free will,and there-
fore the true absence of choice is very rare. The only possible exceptions would
involve extreme and rare circumstances such as solitary imprisonment or a severe
mental or physical deficiency —any of which might potentially strip a person of his
or her ability to make conscious choices. Yet, even under these circumstances, a per-
son gtill retains choices about voluntary bodily functions and movement. Thus, the
compl ete absence of choicewould seem to be possibleonly in acomatose stateor in
death.

People often claim that life's circumstances leave them with "no choice.” One
might feel trapped in a job or amarriage. Under financial duressaperson might claim
that he or she has"no choice" but to declare bankruptcy,take a demeaning job, or
evenlieor steal to obtain money. The fundamental problem with these sortsof claims
isthat the claimantsare only considering those choicesthat are not viableor attrac-
tive.That is, peopl e in situations such,as these have an infinitenumber of choices;it's
jugt that many of the choices are unappealing, even selfdefeating. For example, d-
most every person who claimsto be trapped in a job issimply choosing to retain a
certain measuredf financial security. The choicetoforegothissecurity isawaysavail-
able, although it might carry unpleasant consequences.
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Besides, the contention that we are dmost invariably free to choose isfar more
appealingfrom asocio-political standpoint than the oppositeclaim. A completelack
o choiceimpliesthat every person'sfateis determined,and that we dl lack free will.
According to the philosophical school of "strict determinism,"every event,including
human actions and choices, that occurs is physicdly necessary given the laws of
nature and events that preceded that event or choice.In other words,the"choices'
that seem part of the essence of our being are actualy beyond our control. Recent
advancesin molecular biology and geneticslend some credenceto the determinists
position that as physical beings our actions are determined by physica forces be-
yond our control. New research suggeststhat these physical forcesinclude our own
individual genetic makeup.

However,thelogica result of strict determinism and of the new" scientific deter-
minism" is that we are not moraly accountable for our actions and choices, even
thosethat harm other individualsor society. Moreover, throughout history monarchs
and dictators have embraced determinism, at least ostensibly, to bolster their clam
that certainindividuasare preordai ned to assume positionsd authority or to riseto
the top levels of the socioeconomic infrastructure. FHndly, the notion of scientific
determinism opens the door for genetic engineering,which poses a potential threat
to equality in soci oeconomicopportunity,and could lead to the development of aso-
called"master race.” Admittedly, these disturbing implications neither prove nor dis
prove the determinists claims. Neverthel ess,assuming that neither free will nor de-
terminism has been proven to be the correct position,the former isto be preferred
by any humanist and in any democratic society.

Insum,despitethefact that we dl experienceoccas ond fedingsof being trapped
and having no choice, the statement isfundamentally correct.l would concede that
sciencemight eventudly disprovethe very notiond freewill. However,until that time
I'll trust my strong intuition that free will is an essentia part of our being as humans
and,accordingly, that humansare responsiblefor their own choicesand actions.

Issue 138

Are mistakes necessary for discovery or progress?

ARCO

The speaker contendsthat discovery and progressare made only through mistakes. |
strongly agree with this contention, for two reasons. First,it accords with our per-
sonal experiences.Secondly, history informsusthat on asocietal leve trial-and-error
providesthe very foundationfor discovery and true progress,in dl reelmsof human
endeavor.

To begin with, the contention accordswith our everyday experience as humans
from early childhood through adulthood. Asinfantswe learn how to wak by faling
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down again and again. As adol escentswe discover our socia niche,and devel op sdif-
confidenceand assertiveness,only by way o the sortsof awkward social encounters
that are part-and-parcel of adolescence.Through faled relationshipsnot only do we
discover who we are and are not compatible with, we aso discover ourselvesin the
process. And, most of usfind the career path that suits us only through trying jobs
that don't.

This same principle also applieson asocietal level. Consider,for example, how
we progressinour scient  cknowledge.Our scient ¢ method isessentially acall for
progressthrough tria-and-error. Any new theory must be tested by empirical obser-
vation,and mugt withstand rigorousscientific scrutiny. Moreover,the history of theo-
retical scienceisessentially ahistory of trial-anderror.One modernexampleinvolves
two contrary theoriesd physics: wave theory and quantum theory. During the last
quartercentury scientists have been struggling to disprove one or the other —or to
reconcile them. Asit turns out,anew so-called"string" theory shows that the quan-
tum and wave theoriesare mistakesin the sense that each one is inadequate to ex-
plainthebehavior of dl matter;yet both so-called"mistakes' were necessary for phys
ics to advance,or progress, to thisnewer theory.

The value o trial-and-error is not limited to the sciences. In government and
politicsprogressusudly dBmesabout throughdissensionand challenge—that iswhen
people point out the mistakesd thosein power.In fact,without our challenging the
mistaken notionsdf established institutions,political oppressionand tyranny would
go unchecked.Smilarly,in thefieldsdf civil and crimina law, jurists and legidlators
who uphold and defend legal precedent must face continual opposition from those
who question the fairnessand relevance of current laws.This ongoing challengeis
critical to the vitdity and relevance of our system of laws.

In sum, the speaker correctly asserts that it is through mistakes that discovery
and true progress are made. Indeed, our personal growth as individuals, as well as
advances in science,government,and law, depends on making mistakes.

Issue 140
Do great achievements often lead to the greatest discontent?

| strongly agree that great achievementsoften lead to greet discontent.In fact,I would
assert more specificaly that great individual achievements can cause discontent for
theindividual achiever or for the society impacted by the achieverment,or both. Nev-
ertheless, it isimportant to acknowledge that whether a great achievement causes
great discontent can depend on one's personal perspective,as well as the perspec-
tived time.
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With respect to individua achievements,great achieversare by nature ambitious
people and therefore tend to be dissatisfied and discontent with their accomplish-
ments—no matter how great. Greet athl etesare compelled to try to better their record-
breaking performances;great artistsand musicianstypicaly dam that their greatest
work will betheir next one—a signof personal discontent. And many child proteges,
especidly those who achieve some measured fame early in life,later suffer psycho-
logical discontent for having” peaked" so early. Perhaps the paradigmatic modern ex-
ampledf agreat achiever'sdiscontent was Einsteinwhose theoreti cal breakthroughs
in physics only raised new theoretical conundrums which Einstein himsdlf recog-
nized and spent the lagt twenty yearsof hislife struggling unsuccessfuily to solve.

Individua achievements can often result in discontent on a societal leve. The
great achievement o the individua scientistsresponsiblefor the successd the Man+
hattan Project resulted in worldwideanxiety over thethreat of nuclear annihilation—
aform of discontent with which theworld'sdenizenswill forever be forced to cope.
Even individua achievements that at first glance would appear to have benefited
society turn out to be causes o great discontent.Consider the invention of the auto-
mobile, dong with the innovations in manufacturing processes and materials that
made mass production possible.As aresult we have become asoci ety endaved to our
cars, relying on them as crutches not only for transportation but also for affording us
afase sense of socioeconomic status. Moreover, the development o assembly-line
manufacturing hasserved to dienate workersfrom thei r work,which many psycholo-
gistsagree causes agreat deal of personal discontent.

Turning fromindividua achievementstosocietal including political ,achievements,
the extent to which great achievementshave caused great discontent often depends
on one's perspective.Consider,for example,America’s spirit of Manifest Destiny dur-
ing the nineteenth century,or British Imperidism over the span of several centuries.
From the perspective o an lmperialist,conquering other landsand peoples might be
viewed as an unqualified success. However,from the viewpoint of the indigenous
peoples who suffer at the hands of Imperidists, these so-cdled "achievements'are
the source of widespread oppression and misery,and in turn discontent, to which
any observant Naive American or South African native could attest.

The extent to which great socio-political achievementshave caused great discon
tent also dependson the perspective of time.For example ED.R’s New Dedl wasand
dill isconsidered by many to be one of the greatest social achievementsdf the twen-
tieth century. However,we are jus now beginning to redlize that the social-security
system that was an integra part of ED.R’s socia program will soon result in great
discontent among thoseworkerscurrently payinginto the system but unlikely to see
any benefitsafter they retire.
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To sum up, | agree that great achievements, both individual and socio-political,
often result in great discontent.Moreover,great individua achievementscan result in
discontent for both the individual achiever and the society impacted by the achieve:
ment. Neverthel essjin measuringthe extent of discontent,we must account for vary-
ing personal and political perspectives as well as different time perspectives.

Issue 141
Does personal economic success require conformity?

Persona economic success might be due either to one's investment strategy or to
one's work or career. With respect to the former,non-conformistswith enough risk
tolerance and patience invariably achieve more success than conformists.With re-
spect to thelatter,while non-conformistsare morelikely to succeed in newer indus-
trieswhere markets and technology arein constant flux, conformistsare morelikey
to succeed in traditional service industries ensconced in systems and regul ations.

Regarding the sort of economicsuccessthat resultsfrom investing one's wealth,
the principlesd investing dictatethat those who seek risky investmentsin areasthat
are out of favor with the mgority of investors ultimately reap higher returns than
those who follow the crowd. It is conformists who invest, dong with most other
investors,in areasthat are currently the most profitable,and popul ar.However,popu-
lar investmentstend to be overpriced,and in the long run their values will come
down to reasonablelevels. As a result, given enough time conformiststend to reap
lower rewardsfrom their investmentsthan nonconformistsdo.

Turning to the sort d economic successthat one achievesby way o one'swork,
neither conformists nor non-conformists necessarily achieve greater success than
the other group.In consumerdriven industries,where innovation, product differen-
tiation,and creativity are crucial to lasting success, non-conformists who take unique
approaches tend to recognize emerging trends and to rise above their peers. For
example, Ted Turner's departure from the traditional format of the other televison
networks,and the responsi venessof Amazon’s Jeff Bezosto burgeoning I nternet com-
merce, propelled these two non-conformistsinto leadership positionsin their indus-
tries.Particularly in technol ogy industrieswherethere are no conventional practices
or waysd thinking to begin with, peoplewho cling to last year's paradigm,or to the
status quo in general,are soon left behind by coworkers and competingfirms.

However,intraditional serviceindustries— such asfinance,accounting,nsurance,
legal services,and health care—persona economic success comes not to non-con-
formists but rather to those who can work most effectively within the constraints of
established practices,policies and regulations.Of course,aclever ideafor structuring
adedl,or acreativelegal maneuver,might play arolein winning smaller battlesalong
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theway. But such tacticsare those of conformistswho are playing by the same ground
rules astheir peers;winnersare jus better at the game.

In conclusion, non-conformists with sufficient risk tolerance and patience are
invariably the most successful investorsin the long run. When it comes to careers,
however,while non-conformiststend to be more successful in technology- and con-
sumer-driven industries, traditionaists are the winnersin syssem-driven industries
pervaded by policy,regulation,and bureaucracy.

ARCO

Issue 142
Is society better off when many people question authority?

The speaker assertsthat when many people question authority society is better off.
While | contend that certain forms d disobedience can be harmful to any society, |
agree with the speaker otherwise. In fact, | would go further by contending that
society's wel-being depends on challengesto authority,and that when it comesto
political and legd authority,these challengesmust comefrom many people.

Admittedly,when many peopl e question authority some societal harm might re-
sult, even if a socid cause is worthy. Mass resistance to authority can escalate to
violent protest and rioting,during whichinnocent peopleare hurt and their property
damaged and destroyed. The fdlout from the 1992 LosAngdesriotsaptly illustrates
this point. The "authority" that the rioters sought to challenge was that of the legd
justice system,which acquitted police officersin the beating of Rodney King. The
meansd challenging that authority amounted to flagrant disregard for crimina law
on amassscae—by way of looting,arson,and even deadly assault. This violent chal-
lenge to authority resultedin afinancialy crippled community and, more broadly,a
turning back of the clock with respect to racia tensionsacrossAmerica

Whileviolenceisrarely judifigbleasameansof questioningauthority, peaceful cha-
lengesto palitica and legd authority by many people,are not only judifiable but actudly
necessary when it comesto enhancing and even preserving society's wel-being.In par-
ticular, progress in human rights dependson popular dissension. It is not enough for a
charismaticvisonary like Gandhi or King to cdl for change in the name o justice and
humanity;they must havethe support of many peoplein order to effect change Smilarly,
in ademocracy citizens must respect timelesslegd doctrinesand principles,yet a the
sametimequestion thefarnessand rdevance d current laws.Otherwise,our lavswould
not evolveto reflect changing societa vaues It is not enough for ahandful of legidators
to chdlenge the legd status quo; ultimatdly, it is up to the electoratea large to cdl for
changewhen changeis needed for thewdl-being o society.

Questioningauthority is dso essentid for advancesin the sciences. Passve accep
tance d prevailing principles quellsinnovation,invention,and discovery,dl o which
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clearly benefit any society. Infact,thevery notion o scientific progressis predicated on
rigorous scientific inquiry —in other words,questioningd authority. History isreplete
with scientific discoveries that posed challenges to palitical, religious, and scientific
authority. For example, the theoriesd a sun-centered solar system, of humankind's
evolution from other lifeforms,and o the rdativity d time and space, clearly flew in
theface o "authoritative'scientific as well asreligiousdoctrined their time.Moreover,
when it comes to science a successful challenge to authority need not come from a
large number o people.The key contributionsd afew individuas—like Copernicus,
Kepler, Newton, Darwin, Einstein,and Hawking—often suffice.

Smilaly,in the arts, people must challenge established styles and forms rather
than imitate them; otherwise,no genuinely new art would ever emerge,and society
would beworse off. And again,it is not necessary that alarge number of people pose
such challengesafew key individual scan haveaprofound impact. For instance, modern
ballet owes much o what is new and exciting to George Balanchine,who by way of
hisimprovisational techniques posed asuccessful challengeto established traditions.
And modern architecturearguably owes its existence to the foundersd Germany's
Bauhaus Schoal of Architecture, which challenged certain “authoritative” notions about
the proper objective,and resulting design,of public buildings.

To sum up,in general | agree that when many peopl e question authority the well-
being o society is enhanced. Indeed, advancesin government and law depend on
challengesto the status quo by many people. Nevertheless, to ensure a net benefit
rather than harm,the meansd such challenges must be peaceful ones.

Issue 144
The value of art vs. that of art critic

This statement asserts that art, not the art critic, provides something o lasting value
to society. | strongly agree with the statement. Although the critic can help us under-
stand and appreciate art, more often than not, critiqueis either counterproductiveto
achievingthe objective o art or altogether irrdlevant to that objective.

To support the statement the speaker might point out the three ostensible func-
tionsd the art critic. First, critics can help us understand and interpret art; a critic
who isfamiliar with a particular artist and his or her works might have certain in
sightsabout those works that the layperson would not. Secondly,acritic'sevauation
o an art work servesasafilter,which hel psusdeterminewhichart isworth our time
and attention.For example,anew nove by a best-salling author might nevertheless
be an uninspiredeffort,and if the critic can cal our attentionto thisfact wegan time
to seek out more worthwhile literatureto read. Thirdly, acritic can provide feedback
for artists;and constructive criticism,if taken to heart,can result in better work.
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However, reflecting on these three functions makesclear that the art critic actu-
dly offersvery little to society. The first function is better accomplished by docents
and teachers, who are more able to enhance alayperson's appreciation and under-
standing of art by providing an objective, educated interpretation of it. Besides,true
appreciation of art occurs a the moment we encounter art;it isthe emotional,even
visceral impact that art has on our senses, spirits,and soulsthat isthereal value d art.
A critic can actually provide a disservice by distracting usfrom that experience.

The critic's second function—that of evaluator who filters out bad art from the
worthwhile—isone that we must be very wary of. History supports this caution. In
the role of judge, critics have failed us repeatedly. Consider, for example, Voltaire’s
rejection of Shakespeare as barbaric because he did not conform to neo-classical
principles of unity.Or,consider the complete dismissal of Beethoven'smusic by the
esteemed critics of his time.The art critic's judgment is limited by the narrow con-
finesof old and established parameters for evaluation.Moreover,critical judgment is
often misguided by the ego;thus,itsvaueis questionable in any event.

| turn findly to the critic's third function: to provide useful feedback to artists.
Thevalue o thisfunction isespecially suspect. Any artist, or anyonewho has studied
art,would agreethat true art isthe product of the artist'sauthentic passion,a manifes
tation of the artist's unique creativeimpulse, and acreation of the artist's spirit. If art
were shaped by the concern for integrating feedback from al criticism, it would
become aviablecraft, but at the same time would cease to be art.

In sum, none of the ostensible functions of the critic are of much valueat all,let
alone o lasting value, to society. On the other hand, the artist, through works of art,
providesan invaluableand unique mirror of the culture of thetimeduring whichthe
work was produced—amirror for the artist's contemporaries and for future genera
tions to gaze into for insight and appreciation of history. The art critic in a subordi-
nate role, more often than not, does a disserviceto society by obscuring this mirror.

Issue 146

Can a person be committed to an idea yet be critical of it?

ARCO

The speaker claims that people who are the most firmly committed to an idea or
policy are the same people who are most critical of that idea or policy.Whilel find
this clam paradoxical on itsface, the paradox isexplainable,and the explanation is
well supported empirically.Neverthel ess,the claimisan unfair generalizationin that
it failsto account for other empirical evidence servingto discredit it.

A threshold problem with the speaker'sclamisthat itsinternal logicis question-
able. At first impression it would seem that firm commitment to an idea or policy
necessarily requires the utmost confidence in it,and yet one cannot have agreat deal
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of confidencein an idea or policy if one recognizes its flaws, drawbacks, or other
problems.Thus, commitment and criticism would seem to be mutually exclusive.But
are they?One possible explanation for the paradox is that individuas most firmly
committed to an ideaor policy are often the same people who are most knowledge:
ableon the subject,and thereforeare in the best positionto understand and appreci-
ate the problemswith the ideaor policy.

Lending credence to thisexplanation for the paradoxical nature of the speaker's
cdam are the many historical casesof uneasy marriages between commitment to and
criticism of the sameideaor palicy. For example, Edward Tdller,the so-called"father
of the atom bomb," was firmly committed to Americas policy of gaining military
superiority over the Japanese and the Germans;yet at the same time he attempted
fervently to dissuadethe U.S military from employing histechnol ogy for destruction,
while becomingthe most visble advocatefor various peaceful and productiveappli-
cationsadf atomic energy. Another exampl eis GeorgeWashington,who wasquoted as
saying that dl the world's denizens'should abhor war wherever they may find it.”Yet
this was the same military general who played a key role in the Revolutionary War
between Britain and the States. A third example was Einstein,who whilecommitted
to the mathematical soundness of his theories about relativity could not reconcile
them with the equally compelling quantum theory that emerged later in Einstein's
life.Ln fact, Eingtein spent the last twenty years of hislifecriticizing hisown theories
and struggling to determine how to reconcilethem with newer theories.

Inthefacedf historical examplessupporting the speaker'sclaim areinnumerable
influential individuals who were zealoudy committed to certain ideas and policies
but who were not critical o them, a least not outwardly. Could anyone honestly
claim,for instance,that Elizabeth Stanton and Susan B. Anthony,who in the late nine-
teenth century paved the way for the women's rights movement by way o their
fervent advocacy, were at the same time highly critical or suspiciousd the notion
that women deserve equal rightsunder thelaw? Also,would it not beabsurdto dam
that Mahatma Gandhi and Martin L uther King, history'stwo leadingadvocatesd civil
disobedience as a means to socia reform, had serious doubts about the ideals to
which they were so demonstrably committed?FHndly, consider the two ideologues
and revolutionariesLenin and Mussolini. Isit even plausible that their demonstrated
commitment to their own Communist and Fascist policies,respectively, belied some
deep personal suspicion about the merits of these policies?To my knowledge, no
private writing of any o these historical figureslends any support to the clam that
these leaderswere particularly critical of their own ideasor policies.

To sum up,whileat first glance a deep commitment to and incisive criticism of
the sameidea or policy would seem mutually exclusive,it appears they are not.Thus
the speaker'sclam hassome merit. Neverthel essfor every historical casesupporting
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the speaker's claim are many othersservingto refuteit. Inthefinal analysis,then, the
correctness of the speaker's assertion must be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Issue 147
Must we choose between tradition and modernization?

ARCO

Must we choose between tradition and modernization, as the speaker contends?|
agreethat in certain casesthetwo are mutually exclusive.For the most part, however,
modernization does not reject tradition; in fact, in many cases the former can and
does embrace the latter.

Oftentimes, so-called “modernization” isactually an extension or new iteration of
tradition,or avariationon it. This isespeciallytrue inlanguageand in law.The modern
English language,in spite of its many words that are unigque to modernWestern cul-
ture,isderived from,and buildsupon,avariety of linguistic traditions—and ultimately
fromthe ancient Greek and Latin languages.Were wetoinsist on regjecting traditional
in favor of purely modern language,we would have essentialy nothing to say. Per-
haps an even more striking marriageof modernization and traditionisour system of
lawsin the U.S.,which isdeeply rooted in English common-law principles of equity
and justice.Our system requiresthat new,so-called “modern”laws be consistent with,
and in fact build upon, those principles.

In other areas modernization departs from tradition in some respects, while em-
bracing it in others. In the visua arts,for example,“modern” designs,forms,and ele-
mentsare based on certain timel essaesthetic ideal s— such assymmetry,balance,and
harmony.Modern art that viol atesthese principles might hold ephemeral appeal due
to its novelty and brashness, but its appeal lacks staying power. An even better ex-
amplefrom the arts is modern rock-and-roll music,which upon first listening might
seem to bear no resemblanceto classical music traditions.Yet, both genresrely on the
same twelve-note scal e, the same notions of what harmoniesare pleasing to the ear,
the sameforms, the same rhythmic meters,and even many of the same melodies.

| concede that in certain instances, tradition must yield entirely to the utilitarian
needs of modem life.This istrue especialy when it comesto architectural traditions
and thevalued historic and archeol ogical artifacts. A building of great historic value
might be located in the only place available to a hospital desperately needing addi-
tional parking area. An old school that isa prime example of acertain architectural
style might be so structurally unsafe that the only practicable way to remedy the
problem would beto raze the building to make way for amodern, structurally sound
one. And when it comes to bridgeswhose structural integrity isparamount to public
safety, modernizationoften requiresnolessthan replacement of the bridgealtogether.
However,in other such casesarchitecturally appropriate retrofitscan solvestructural
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problemswithout sacrificing history and tradition,and alternativelocationsfor new
buildingsand bridgescan befound in order to preserve tradition associated with our
historic structures. Thus, even in architecture, tradition and modernization are not
necessarily mutually exclusive options.

To sum up,in no areaof human endeavor need modernization suppl ant,reject, or
otherwise exclude tradition.In fact,in our modern structures, architecture and other
art,and especially languagesand law, tradition is embraced, not shunned.

Issue 150
Will computer connections make tourism obsolete?

The speaker asserts that televisionand computer connectivity will soon render tour-
ism obsolete. | agree that these technol ogies might eventually serve to reduce travel
for certain purposes other than tourism. However,| strongly disagree that tourism
will become obsol ete,or that it will even decline, asa result.

Asfor the claim that television will render tourism obsolete, we aready have
sufficientempirical evidence that thiswill ssimply not happen. For nearly a half-cen-
tury we have been peering through our television sets at other countries and cul-
tures; yet tourism is as popular today as ever. In fact, tourism has been increasing
sharply during the last decade, which has seen the advent of television channels
catering exclusively to our interest in other cultures and countries.The more reason-
able conclusion isthat television has actually served to spark our interest in visiting
other places.

It is somewhat more tempting to accept the speaker's further claim that com-
puter connectivity will render tourism obsolete. However, the speaker unfairly as
sumesthat the purpose of tourismissimply toobtain informationabout other people
and places.Were this the case, I would entirely agree that the current information
explosion spellsthe demise of tourism. But,tourism is not primarily about gathering
information. Instead, it is about sensory experience— seeing and hearing firsthand,
even touching and smelling. Could anyone honestly claim that seeing a picture or
even an enhanced 3-D movie of the SwissAlps serves as a suitable substitute for
riding a touring motorcycle along narrow roads traversing those mountains? Surely
not. The physica world is laden with a host of such delights that we humans are
compelled to experience firsthand —as tourists.

Moreover,in my view tourism will continue to thrive for the same reason that
people still go out for dinner or to the movies:we dl need to"get away" from our
familiar routines and surroundings from time to time.Will computer connectivity
alter this basic need? Certainly not. In short, tourism is a manifestation of a basic
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human need for variety and for exploration.This basic need is why humans have
cometo inhabit every corner of the earth,and will just assurely inhabit other planets
o the solar system.

In fact, computer connectivity might actually provide a boon for tourism.The
costsdf travel and accommodationsare likely to decreasedue to Internet price com-
petition. Even more significantly,to the extent that the Internet enhances communi-
cation among the world'sdenizens,our level of comfort and trust when it comesto
dealing with people from other cultureswill only increase. Asa result,many people
who previoudy would not havefdt safe or secure traveling to strangelandswill soon
venture abroad with anew sense of confidence.

Admittedly, travel for purposes other than tourism might eventually decline, as
the businessworld becomes increasingly dependent on the Internet. Products that
can be reduced to digital "bitsand bites' can now be shipped anywherein the world
without any human travel. And the volume of business-related trips will surely de-
clinein the future, astel econferencing becomes more readily available.To the extent
that businesstravelers"play tourist” during business trips, tourism will decline as a
result.Yet it would be absurd to claim that these phenomenaalone will render tour-
iSm obsolete.

In sum,whilebusinesstravel might decline asaresult of global connectivity,tour-
ism is likely to increase as a result. Globa connectivity, especialy the Internet, can
only pique our curiosity about other peoples, cultures, and places. Tourism helps
satisfy that curiosity, as well as satisfying afundamental human need to experience
new thingsfirst-hand and to explore the world.

Issue 151

The effects of high-speed communications media

ARCO

Do high-speed meansof communi cation,particul arly televisionand computers,tend
to prevent meaningful and thoughtful communication,as the speaker suggests?Al-
though ample empirical evidence suggestsso with respect to television,the answer
isfar lessclear when it comesto communicationvia computers.

Few would arguethat sinceitsinception broadcast tel evision hasgrestly enhanced
communicationto the masses.The circulation of even the most widdly read newspa
pers palescompared to the number of viewersof popular television news programs.
Yéd traditional televisionisaone-way communicationsmedium,affording viewersno
opportunity to engagethoseso-called “talking heads'in dialogueor respond.Cf course,
there is nothing inherent about television that prevents us from meaningful and
thoughtful communicationwith each other.In fact,in television'searly daysit wasa
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fairly common occurrence for a family to gather around the television together for
their favorite show, then afterward discuss among themselveswhat they had seen
and heard.Yet, over timetelevision has proven itsdlf to serve primarily asa baby-sitter
for busy parents,and asan meansof escapefor those who wish to avoid communi cat-
ing with the people around them. Moreover,in the pursuit of profit, network execu-
tives have determined over time that the most effective uses of the medium are for
fast-paced entertainment and advertising—whose messages are neither thoughtful
nor meaningful.

Do computers offer greater promise for thoughtful and reflective communi-
cation than television? Emphatically,yes. After all, media such as email and the
Web are interactive by design. And the opportunity for two-way communication
enhances the chances of meaningful and thoughtful communication. Yet their
potential begs the question: Do these mediain fact serve those ends?It istempt-
ing to hasten that the answer is"yes' with respect to e-mail; after are, we've dl
heard stories about how e-mail hasfacilitated reunionsof familiesand old friends,
and new long-distance friendships and romances. Moreover, it would seem that
two-way written communication requires far more thought and reflection than
verbal conversation. Nevertheless, email is often used to avoid face-to-face en-
counters,and in practice is used asameans of distributing quick memos.Thus,on
balance it appears that email serves asan impediment, not an aide, to thoughtful
and reflective communication.

With respect toWeb-based communication, the myriad of educational sites,inter-
active and otherwise, is strong evidence that the\Web tends to enhance, rather than
prevent, meaningful communi cation. Distance-learning coursesmade possible by the
Web lend further credence to this assertion. Nonetheless, by al accounts it appears
that theWeb will ultimately devolveinto a mass medium for entertainment and for e-
commerce, jud liketraditional television.Meaningful personal interactivity isaready
yieldingto advertising,requests for product information, buy-sell orders, and titillat-
ing adult-oriented content.

Thus, on balance these high-speed electronic media do indeed tend to prevent
rather than facilitate meaningful and thoughtful communication. In thefinal analysis,
any mass medium carries the potential for uplifting us,enlightening us, and helping
usto communicatewith and understand one another. However, by dl accounts, tele-
vision hasnot fulfilled that potential;and whether theWeb will serve usany better is
ultimately up to usas asociety.
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Issue 152

The limits of the responsibility of corporate executives

ARCO

Should the only responsibility of abusinessexecutive be to maximize busi ness prof-
its,within the boundsaf the law?In severd respects this position has considerable
merit;yet it ignorescertain compelling argumentsfor imposing on businesses addi-
tional obligationsto the society in which they operate.

On the one hand are two convincing argumentsthat profit maximizationwithin
the bounds o the law should be a business executive's sole responsibility. First,im-
posing on busi nessesadditional dutiesto the society in which they operate can, para:
doxicaly,harm that society. Compliancewith higher ethical standardsthan the law
requires—in such areasasenvironmental impact and workpl ace conditions—adds to
business expenses and lowersimmediate profits. In turn, lower profitscan prevent
the socialy conscious busi nessfrom creating more jobs,and from keeping its prices
low and the quality of its products and services high. Thus, if businessesgo further
than their legal dutiesin serving their communities, the end result might be a net
disserviceto those communities.

Secondly, by affirming that profit maximizationwithin legal boundsisthe most
ethical behavior possiblefor business,we encourage private enterprise,and more
individualsenter the marketplacein the quest of profits. The inevitable result of
increased competition islower pricesand better products, both of which servethe
interests of consumers. Moreover,since maximizing profitsenhancesthe wealth of
acompany'sstakehol ders,broad participationin private enterprise raisesthe wealth
of anation,expandsitseconomy,and raisesitsoverall standard of living and quality
of life.

On the other hand are three compelling argumentsfor holding business execu-
tivesto certain responsibilitiesin addition to profit maximizationand to compliance
with the letter of the law. First,a growing percentage of businesses are related to
technology,and laws often lag behind advancesin technology. Asaresult, new tech-
nology-based products and services might pose potential harm to consumerseven
though they conform to current laws.For example, Internet commerceisstill largely
unregulated because our lawmakers are slow to react to the paradigm shift from
brick-and-mortar commerce to e.commerce. As a result, unethical marketing prac-
tices, privacy invasion, and violations of intellectual-property rights are going un-
checkedfor lack of regulations that would clearly prohibit them.

Secondly, since a nation's laws do not extend beyond its borders, compliance
with those laws does not prevent a business from doing harm elsewhere. Con-
sider,for example,the trend among U.S businessesin exploiting workers in coun-
trieswhere labor laws are virtually non-existent—in order to avoid the costs of
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complying with U.S labor laws. Thirdly, a philosophical argument can be made
that every business enters into an implied social contract with the community
that permitsit to do business,and that this social contract, although not legally
enforceable, places a moral duty on the business to refrain from acting in ways
that will harm that community,

In sum,| agree with the statement insofar asin seeking to maximize profits a
business serves not only itself but also its employees, customers,and the overall
economy.Yet, today's rapidly changing business environment and increasing glo-
balization call for certain affirmative obligations beyond the pursuit of profit and
mere compliance with enforceable rules and regulations. Moreover, in the fina
analysis any business is indebted to the society in which it operates for its very
existence, and thus has a moral duty, regardless of any legal obligations, to pay
that debt.

Issue 153
Should students be skeptical about what they are taught?

The speaker contends that students should be skeptical in their studies, and should
not accept passively whatever they are taught. In my view, although undue skepti-
cism might be counterproductive for ayoung child's education, | strongly agree with
the speaker otherwise. If we were dl to accept on blind faith al that we are taught,
our society would never progress or evolve.

Skepticism is perhaps most important in the physical sciences. Passive accep-
tance of prevailing principles quells innovation, invention, and discovery. In fact,
the very notion of scientific progressis predicated on rigorous scientific inquiry —
in other words, skepticism. And history is replete with examples of students of
science who challenged what they had been taught, thereby paving the way for
scientific progress. For example,in challenging the notion that the Earth wasin a
fixed position at the center of the universe, Copernicus paved the way for the
corroborating observations of Galileo a century later, and ultimately for Newton's
principles of gravity uponwhich al modern scienceisbased.The staggering cumu-
lativeimpact of Copernicus' rejection of what he had been taught is proof enough
of the value of skepticism.

Thevalue of skepticismisnot limited to the physical sciences, of course.Inthe
fields of sociology and political.science, students must think critically about the
assumptions underlying the status quo; otherwise, oppression, tyranny, and preju-
dice go unchecked. Smilarly, while students of the law must learn to appreciate
timeless legal doctrines and principles, they must continually question thefairness
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and relevance o current laws. Otherwise, our laws would not evolve to reflect
changing societal values and to address new legd issues arising from our ever-
evolving technologies.

Even in the arts, students must challenge established styles and forms rather
than learn to imitate them; otherwise, no genuinely new art would ever emerge.
Bee-bop musicianssuch as Charlie Parker demonstrated through their wildly inno-
vative harmonies and melodies their skepticism about established rules for har-
mony and melody. In the area of dance, Ballanchineshowed by way of hisimprovi-
sational techniques his skepticism about established rulesfor choreography. And
Germany's Bauhaus School of Architecture, to which modem architecture owesits
existence, was rooted in skepticism about the proper objective,and resulting de-
sign,d public buildings.

Admittedly, undue skepticism might be counterproductivein educating young
children.l am not an expert in developmental psychology;yet observation and com-
mon sense informs me that youngsters must first develop afoundation of experien-
tia knowledgebeforethey can begin to think critically about what they arelearning.
Even so,in my view no student, no matter how young, should be discouraged from
asking"Why?'and"Why not?'

To sum up, skepticismisthe very stuff that progressis made of, whether it bein
science, sociology, palitics, the law, or the arts. Therefore, sSkepticism should be en-
couraged at dl but the most basiclevels of education.

Issue 154
Should parents and communities participate in education?

ARCO

Should parentsand communities participatein local education because educetion is
too important to leave to professional educators, as the speaker asserts?It might be
tempting to agree with the speaker,based on a parent'slegal authority over,familiar-
ity with, and interest in his or her own children. However, afar more compelling
argument can be made that, except for mgor decisions such as choice of school, a
child'seducationis best |eft to professional educators.

Communitiesdf parentsconcerned about their children'seducation rely on three
argumentsfor active parental and community participation in that process.The first
argument,and the one expressed most often and vociferoudy,isthat parentshold the
ultimately legal authority to make key decisionsabout what and how their own chil-
dren learn—including choice o curriculum and text books, pace and schedule for
learning, and the extent to which their child should learn alongside other children.
The second argument is that only a parent can truly know the unique needs of a
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child—including what educational choices are best suited for the child. The thirc
argument is that parents are more motivated—by pride and ego—than any othe:
person to take whatever measures are needed to ensure their children receive tht
best possible education.

Careful examination o these three arguments, however, revedls that they art
specious at best. Asfor thefirst one,werewe to allow parents the right to makeal
mgjor decisionsregarding the education of their children, many children would g¢
with little or no education. In a perfect world parents would aways make thei
children'seducation one o their highest priorities.Yet, in fact many parents do not
As for the second argument, parents are not necessarily best equipped to know
what is best for their child when it comes to education. Although most parent!
might think they are sufficiently expert by virtue of having gone through forma
education themselves, parentslack the specialized training to appreciate what peda
gogica methods are most effective, what constitutes a balanced education, how
developmental psychology affectsa child's capacity for learning at different level!
and at different stagesof childhood. Professional educators, by virtue of their spe
cialized training in these areas, are far better able to ensure that a child receives:
balanced, properly paced education.

Thereare two additional compellingargumentsagainst the speaker'scontention
First, parentsare too subjective to alwaysknow what is truly best for their children
For example,many parentstry to overcometheir own shortcomings and failed df
expectationsvicarioudy through their children's accomplishments.Mog of us havt
known parentswho push their child to excel in certain arees—to the emotional anc
psychological detriment o the child. Secondly,if too many parties become involvec
in making decisionsabout day-to-day i nstruction,the end result might be infighting
legal battles, boycotts,and other protests,dl of which impede the educational pro
cess; and the ultimate victims are the children themsalves. Findly, in many jurisdic
tions parents now have the option of schooling their children a home, as long a:
certain state requirementsare met. In my observation, home schooling alows par
entswho prefer it great control over a child's education,while alowing the profes
sona educatorsto discharge their responsibilitiesas effectively as possible—unfet
tered by gadfly parentswho constantly interfere and intervene.

In sum, while parents might seem better able and better motivated to make key
decisionsabout their child'seducation,in many casesthey are not.With the possible
exceptions d responsible home-schoolers,a child's intellectual, socia, and psycho
logical development is at risk when communitiesof parentsdominate the decision
making processinvolving education.
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Issue 157

Are all observations subjective?

ARCO

The speaker clamsthat dl observationis subjective—colored by desireand expecta-
tion. While it would be tempting to concede that we dl see thingsdifferently,careful
scrutiny of the speaker's claim reveds that it confuses observation with interpreta
tion. In fact,in the end the speaker's clam reliesentirely on the further clam that
there is no such thing as truth and that we cannot truly know anything.While this
notion might appeal to certain existentialistsand epistemol ogists|t runsagainst the
grain of dl scientific discovery and knowledge gained over the last 500 yeers.

It would be tempting to afford the speaker's clam greater merit than it deserves.
After dl,our everyday experienceas humansinformsusthat we often disagreeabout
what we observearoundus.We’ve dl uttered and heard uttered many timesthe phase
"That's not the way | see it!" Indeed, everyday observations—for example, about
whether afootball player wasout of bounds,or about which car involved in an acci-
dent ran thered light—vary depending not only on one'sspatial perspective but aso
on one'sexpectationsor desires. If 1I'm rooting for one football team, or if the player
iswell-known for his ability to make great playswhile barely staying in bounds, my
desiresor expectationsmight influencewhat | think I observe.Or if | an drivingone
of the carsin the accident,or if one car isasouped-up sportscar,then my desiresor
expectationswill in dl likelihood color my perception of the accident's events.

However these sortsdf subjective “observations”are actually subjective"interpre-
tations' of what we observe.Vidtors to an art museum might disagree about the
beauty of aparticular work,or even about which color predominatesin that work.In
acourt trial severd jurors might view the same videotape evidence many times, yet
some jurorsmight”observe'anincident o police brutaity,whileothers“observe”the
appropriate use o force to restrain a dangerous individual. Thus, when it comes to
making judgments about what we observe and about remembering what we ob-
serve,each person'sindividua perspective, values,and even emotionshel pform these
judgmentsand recollections.It iscrucial to distinguish between interpretationssuch
as these and observation,which is nothing more than a sensory experience. Given
the same spatial perspective and sensory acuity and awareness,it seemsto me that
our observationswould dl be essentialy in accord—that is, observation can be ob-
jective.

Lending credenceto imy positionisFrancisBacon's scientific method,accordingto
which we can know only that which we observe,and thusall truth must be based on
empirical observation. This profoundly important principle servesto expose and strip
away dl subjectiveinterpretationd observation,thereby reveding objective scientific
truths. For example,up until Bacon'stime the Earth was"observed'to lie at the center
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d the Universe,in accordance with the prevailing religious notion that man (human-
kind) was the center of God's creation. Applying Bacon's scientific method Galileo
exposed the biased nature of thisclaim.Smilarly,before Einstein time and space were
assumed to be linear, in accordance with our "observation." Einstein's mathematical
formulas suggested otherwise, and his theories have been proven empirically to be
true. Thus, it was our subjective interpretation of time and space that led to our mis
guided notionsabout them. Einstein like history'sother most influential scientistssSm-
ply refused to accept conventional interpretations of what we &l observe.

In sum, the speaker confuses observation with interpretation and recollection. It
is how we make sense of what we observe, not observation itself,that is colored by
our perspective, expectations,and desires. The gifted individualswho can set aside
their subjectivity and delvedeeper into empirical evidence,employing Bacon'sscien-
tific method, are the oneswho reveal that observation not only can be objective but
must be objectiveif we areto embrace the more fundamental notion that knowledge
and truth exist.

Issue 159
Will humans always be superior to machines?

Thisstatement actually consists of a series of three related claims. (1) machines are
toolsof human minds;(2) human mindswill always besuperior to machines;and (3)
it is because machinesare human tools that human mindswill aways be superior to
machines.While | concede the first claim,whether | agree with the other two claims
depends partly on how one defines"superiority,"and partly on how willingoneisto
humble onesalf to the unknown future scenarios.

The statement is clearly accurate insofar as machinesare tools of human minds.
After all,would any machine even exist unlessa human being invented it?Cf course
not. Moreover, | would be hard-pressed to think of any machine that cannot be de-
scribed asatool. Even machinesdesigned to entertain or amuse us—for example, toy
robots, carsand video games,and novelty items—are in fact tools,which their inven-
torsand promotersusefor engagingin commerce and the businessaof entertainment
and amusement. And, the claim that a machine can be an end in itself,without pur-
pose or utilitarian function for humans whatsoever,isdubiousat best,since | cannot
conjure up even asingle example of any such machine.Thus, when we devel op any
sort of machine we always have some sort of end in mind—a purpose for that ma
chine.

Asfor the statement's second claim,in certain respects machines are superior.
We have devised machinesthat perform number-crunching and other rote cerebral
tasks with greater accuracy and speed than human minds ever could. In fact, it is
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becausewe can devise machinesthat are superior in these respectsthat we devise
them—as our tools—to begin with. However,if one definessuperiority not in terms
of competence in performing rote tasks but rather in other ways,human mindsare
superior.Machineshave no capacity for independent thought,for making judgments
based on normative considerations,or for devel oping emotional responsesto intel-
lectual problems.

Up until now, the notion of human-made machines that develop the ability to
think on their own,and to devel op so-called "emotional intelligence,”" has been pure
fiction.Besdes,evenin fiction we humans ultimately prevail over such machines—as
in the casesd Frankenstein'smonster and Ha, the computer in 2001: A Space Odlys-
sey. Yd it seems presumptuous to assert with confidence that humans will aways
maintain their superior statusover their machines. Recent advancesin biotechnol-
ogy, particularly in thearead human genomeresearch,suggest that within the twenty-
first century welll withess machines that can learn to think on their own, to repair
and nurture themselvesito experienceviscera sensations,and so forth. In other words,
machineswill soon exhibit the traits to which we humans attribute our own superi-
ority.

In sum, because we devise machinesin order that they may serve us,it isfair to
characterize machines as"tools o human minds.” And insofar as humans have the
unique capacity for independent thought, subjective judgment, and emotional re-
sponsg, it aso seemsfair to claim superiority over our machines. Besides,should we
ever become so clever aspeciesas to devise machinesthat can truly think for them-
salvesand look out for their own well-being,then query whether these machines of
the future would be"machines’ anymore.

Issue 160
Effective leadership and commitment to particular principles

ARCO

Whether effectiveleadership requiresthat aleader cons stently follow hisor her prin-
ciplesand objectivesisacomplexissue—one that istied upin the problemd defining
effectivdeadershipin thefirst place.In addressngtheissueit ishepful to consider,in
turn,threedistinct formsd |eadership: business, political ,and socia-spiritual .

In the businessred m, effectiveleadershipisgenerally defined,at least in our corpo-
rate culture, as that which achievesthe god of profit maximization for afirm's share
holdersor other owners. May disagree, however, that profit is the appropriate mea
sureof abus nessleader'seffectiveness. Some detractorsclaim,for example that atruly
effectivebus nessleader must d sofulfill additiona duties—for exampleto do nointen-
tiona harmto their customersor to the society inwhichthey operate.Other detractors
gofurther —toimposeon businessleadersan affirmativeobligationto yidd to popular
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will, by protecting consumers,preserving the natural environment,promoting educa
tion,and otherwise taking stepsto help dleviate society's problems.

Whether our most effective business leaders are the ones who remain consis
tently committed to maximizing profits or the oneswho appease the genera popu-
lace by contributing to popular socia causesdepends,df course,on one's own defini-
tion o business success. In my observation,as business leaders become subject to
closer scrutiny by the media and by socia activists, businessleaderswill maximize
profitsin the long term only by taking reasonable steps to minimize the social and
environmental harm their businesses cause.Thus, the two definitions merge,and the
statement at issueis ultimately correct.

In the political realm theissue is no lesscomplex. Definitions o effective politi-
cal leadershipare tied up in the meansaleader usesto wield hisor her power and to
obtain that power in the first place. Consider history's most infamous tyrants and
despots—such as GenghisKhan, Stalin, Mao,and Hitler. No historian would disagree
that theseindividuaswere remarkably effectivel eaders,and that each one remained
consi stently committed to histyrannical objectivesand Machiavdlian principles.lroni-
cdly,it was stubborn commitment to objectives that ultimately defeated dl except
Khan.Thus, in the short term,stubborn adherence to one's objectives might serve a
political leader's interest in preserving hisor her power;yet,in the long term such
behavior invariably resultsin that leader's downfdl —if the principlesare not in ac-
cord with those o the leader's would-be followers.

Fndlly,consider social-spiritual | eadershi p. Few woul d disagreethat throughtheir
ability to inspireothers and lift the human spirit Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther
King were eminently effectivein leading others to effect social change through civil
disobedience. It seems to me that this brand of leadership,in order to be effective,
inherently requiresthat theleader remain steadfastly committed to principle. Why? It
is commitment to principle that is the basisfor thisbrand o leadershipin the firs
place. For example, had Gandhi advocated civil disobedienceyet been persuaded by
close advisorsthat an occasional violent protest might be effectivein gaining Indias
independence from Britain, no doubt the result would have been immediate forfei-
tured that leadership.In short,social-spiritual leadersmust not be hypocrites,other-
wise, they will lose dl credibility and effectiveness.

In sum,strict adherenceto principlesand objectivesisaprerequisitefor effective
socia-spiritual leadership—both in the short and long term.In contrast,political lead.
ership wanesin the long term unless the leader ultimately yields to the will of the
followers. Fndly,when it comesto business, |leaders must strike a balance between
the objective df profit maximization—the traditional measure o effectiveness—and
yielding to certain broader obligationsthat society is now imposing on them.
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Issue 161
Media scrutiny of society's heroes

ARCO

Ingeneral,| agreewith the assertionthat i ntense media scrutiny nearly dwaysserves
to diminish the reputation o society'swould-be heroes,for the chief reason that it
seemsto be the nature d mediatolook for waysto demean public figures—whether
heroic or not. Moreover,whilein isolated cases our so-cdled heroeshave vindicated
themsalves and restored their reputations diminished by the media,in my observa
tion these are exceptional casesto the general rule that once slandered, the repute:
tion of any publicfigure, hero or otherwise,isforever tarnished.

The chief reason why | generdlly agree with the statement has to do with the
forcesthat motivate the mediain thefirst place. The mediagenerdly consist of profit-
seeking entities,whose chief objective isto maximize profitsfor their shareholders
or other owners. Moreover, our corporate culture has sanctioned this objective by
codifying it asafiduciary obligation of any corporate executive.For better or worse,
inour society mediaviewers,readers,and listenersfind information about the misfor-
tunes and misdeeds o others, especialy heroic public figures, far more compelling
than information about their virtuesand accomplishments.In short, we love agood
scandal.One need look no further than the newsstand,local television news broad-
cast,or tak show to find ample evidencethat thisis the case.Thus, in order to maxi-
mize profits the mediaare smply giving the public what they demand—scrutiny of
heroic public figuresthat servesto diminish their reputation.

A second reason why | fundamentally agree with the statement is that,again for
better or worse,intense media scrutiny raises a presumption,a least in the public's
collective mind, that their hero is guilty o some sort o character flaw or misdeed.
This presumption is understandable. After al, | think any demographicstudy would
show that the vast mgority o peoplerdying on mainstream mediafor their informa
tion lack the sort o critical-thinking skills and objectivity to see beyond what the
mediafeeds them, and to render afar and fully informed judgment about a public
figure—heroic or otherwise.

A third reason for my agreement with the statement has to do with the longer-
term fallout from intense mediascrutiny and the presumptiondiscussed above.Once
tarnished as a result o intense media scrutiny, a person's reputation is forever be-
smirched, regardlessaf the meritsor motivesdf the scrutinizers. Those who disagree
with thisseemingly cynical viewpoint might cite casesin which publicfigureswhose
reputationshad been tarnished were ultimatey vindicated. For example,certain ce-
| ebrities have successfully challenged rag sheetssuch asthe National Enquirer in the
courts,winninglarge damage awardsfor libel.Yet, in my observation these are excep-
tional cases; besides, a damage award is no indication that the public has expunged
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from its collective memory a perception that the fallen hero is guilty of the alleged
character flaw or peccadillo.

In sum, the statement is fundamentally correct. Aslong as the media are moti-
vated by profit,and aslong as the public at large demands stories that serve to dis
credit, diminish,and destroy reputations,the mediawill continue to harm whichever
unfortunate individualsbecome their cynosures. And the opportunity for vindication
is little consolation in a society that seems to thrive, and even feed, on watching
heroes being knocked off their pedestals.

Issue 164
Imagination vs. experience

The speaker asserts that imagination is"sometimes' more valuable than experience
because individualswho lack experience can more freely imagine possibilitiesfor
approaching tasksthan those entrenched in established habitsand attitudes. | funda
mentally agree; however, as the speaker implies,it isimportant not to overstate the
comparativevauedf imagination.Examplesfrom theartsand the sciences aptly illus
trate both the speaker's point and my caveat.

One need only observe young children asthey go about their daily livesto appre-
ciate the role that pureimagination can play asan aid to accomplishing tasks.Young
children, by virtue of their lack of experience, can provide insightsand valuable ap-
proaches to adult problems. Recadl the movie Big,in which ayoung boy magicaly
transformedinto an adult found himsaf inahigh-power job asamarketingexecutive.
Hisinexperiencein the adult world of businessallowed hisyouthful imaginationfree
reign to contribute creative—and successful —ideasthat nonedf hisadult colleagues,
set in their waysof thinkingabout how businessesgo about maximizing profits,ever
would have considered. Admittedly,Bg was afictional account;yet,| think it accu-
rately portraysthe extent to which adultslack the kind of imagination that only inex-
perience can bring to solving many adult problems.

The speaker's contention aso finds ample empirical support in certain forms of
artistic accomplishment and scientificinvention. History is replete with evidence that
our most gifted musical composers are young, relatively inexperienced, individuals.
Notables ranging from Mozart to McCartney come immediately to mind. Smilarly, the
wide-eyed wonder of inexperience seems to spur scientific innovation.Consider the
sciencefiction writer JulesVerne, ,\whothrough pure imagination devised highly spe-
cific methods and means for transporting humans to outer space. What makes his
imaginings so remarkableisthat the actual methodsand meansfor space flight,which
engineerssettled on through the experience of extensive research and trial-anderror,
turned out to be essentially the same ones Verne had imagined nearly acentury earlier!
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O course, there are many notabl e exceptions to the rule that imagination un-
fettered by experience breeds remarkable insights and accomplishments. Duke
Ellington, perhaps jazz music's most prolific composer, continued to create new
compositions until late in life. Thomas Edition, who registered far more patents
with the U.S patent office than any other person, continued to invent until avery
old age.Yet, these are exceptions to the genera pattern. Moreover,the later accom-
plishmentsdf individuals such as these tend to build on earlier ones,and therefore
are not as truly inspired as the earlier ones, which sprung from imagination less
fettered by life experience.

On the other hand, it isimportant not to take this assertion about artistic and
scientific accomplishment too far. Students o the arts,for instance, must learn theo-
ries and techniques, which they then apply to their craft—whether music perfor-
mance,dance,or acting. And, creative writing requiresthe cognitive ability to under-
stand how languageis used and how to communi cateideas. Besides, creativeability is
itsdf partly afunction of intellect;that is, creative expression is a marriage of one's
cognitiveabilitiesand the expression of one'sfedingsand emotions.In literature,for
example,arich life experience from which to draw idessis just as crucia to great
achievement asimagination.For example,many criticslaud Mark Twain’s autobiogra:
phy, which he wrote on his death bed, as his most inspired work. And, while the
direction and godsof scientific research rely on the imaginationsof key individuals,
most scientific discoveriesand inventions come about not by sudden epiphanies d
youthful star-gazers but rather by years and years of trid-and-error in corporate re-
search laboratories.

In sum, imagination can serve as an important catays for artistic credtivity and
scientific invention. Yet, experience can aso play akey rolejinfact,in literatureand in
scienceit can play just askey aroleasthe sort of imaginationthat i nexperiencebreeds.

Issue 165

From whom do our leading voices come?

ARCO

| agree with the statement insofar as our leading voices tend to come from people
whoseideasdepart from the statusquo. However,| do not agree that what motivates
theseiconoclastsisameredesireto be different;in my view they are driven primarily
by their personal convictions. Supporting examples abound in all areas of human
endeavor —including politics,the arts,and the physica sciences.

Whenit comesto political power,| would admit that adeep-seated psychol ogical
need to be noticed or to bedifferent sometimesliesat the heart o aperson'sdriveto
political power and fame. For instance, some astute presidentia historians have de-
scribed Clinton as aman motivated more by adesire to be great than to accomplish
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great things. And many psychologistsattribute Napoleon'sand Mussolini’s insatiable
lust for power to aso-called “short-man complex"— aneed to be noticed and admired
in spite of one'ssmall physical stature.

Neverthelessfor every leading political voicedrivento new ideasby adesireto be
noticed or to be different,one can cite many other political leadersclearly drivenin
stead by the courage of their convictions. Iconoclasts Mahama Gandhi and Martin
L uther King, for exampl e,secured prominent placesin history by challenging the status
quo through civil disobedience.Yet, N0 reasonabl e person could doubt that it wasthe
conviction of their ideasthat drove these two leadersto their respective places.

Turning to the arts, mavericks such as Dali, Picasso, and Warhol, who departed
from established rules of composition, ultimately emerge as the leading artists. And
our most influential popular musicians are the ones who are flagrantly "different."
Consider,for example, jazz pioneersThelonius Monk and Miles Davis,who broke dl
the harmonic rules,or folk musi cian-poet Bob Dylan, who establishedanew standard
for lyricism.Were dl these leading voicesdriven Ssmply by adesire to be different?
Perhaps; but my intuition is that creative urgesare born not of ego but rather of some
intensely personal commitment to an aesthetic ideal.

Asfor the physical sciences, innovation and progress can only result from chal-
lenging conventional theories—that is, the status quo. Newton and Einstein,for ex-
ample, both refused to blindly accept what were perceived at their time as certain
rules of physics. Asaresult,both men redefined those rules. Yet it would be patently
absurd to assert that these two scientistswere driven by amere desireto conjure up
"different"theories than those of their contemporariesor predecessors. Surdly it was
aconvictionthat their theorieswere better that drove these geniusesto their places
in history.

To sum up,when one examineshistory'sleading voicesit does appear that they
typicaly bring to the world something radically different than the status quo.Yet, in
most cases, this sort of iconoclasmis abyproduct of personal conviction, not icono-
clasmfor itsown sake.

Issue 167
Iscomplete honesty a ussfu virtuein palitics?

Iscomplete honesty a useful virtue in politics? The speaker contendsthat it isnot,for
the reason that political leaders must sometimeslie to be effective.ln order to evalu-
atethiscontention it isnecessary to examinethe nature of politicsand to distinguish
between short-term and long-term effectiveness.

On the one hand are three compelling arguments that a political leader must
sometimes be less than truthful in order to be effectivein that leadership.The first
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argument liesin thefact that politicsisagame played among politicians—and that to
succeed in the game one must use the toolsthat are part-and-parcel of it. Complete
forthrightnessisasgn of vulnerability and naivete,neither of which will earn apoli-
tician respect among his or her opponents, and which those opponents will use to
every advantage against the honest politician.

Secondly,it iscrucial to distinguish between misrepresentationsdf fact—in other
words, lies—and mere political rhetoric. The rhetoric of a successful politician es
chews rigorous factual inquiry and indisputablefact while appealing to emotions,
idedls,and subjective interpretation and characterizations.Consider,for example, a
hypothetical candidatefor political office who attacks the incumbent opponent by
pointing out only certain portionsof that opponent's legidative voting record. The
candidate might use avote againgt a bill eliminating certain incentivesfor local bus-
nessesas"clear evidence' that the opponent is“anti-business,”“bad for the economy,”
or"out of touch with what voters want.” None of these allegationsare outright lies;
they are smply the rhetorical cant of the effective politician.

Thirdly, politicsis a business born not only of idealism but adso of pragmatism;
after dl,in order to be effectivea politician must gain and hold onto political power,
which meanswinning elections.In my observation,some degreedf panderingto the
electorateand to thosewho might lend financia support in reelection effortsis nec-
essary to maintain that position. Modern politicsis replete with candidateswho re-
fused to pander,thereby ruining their own chanceto exercise effectiveleadership.

Although in the short term being | ess-than-truthful with the public might servea
political leader'sinterest in preserving power, would-be political leaders who lack
requisiteintegrity ultimately forfeit their |eadership. Consider Richard Nixon, whose
leadership seemed born not of ideology but of personal ambition,which bred con-
tempt of the very people who sanctioned his leadership in the firgt place; the ulti-
mate result was his forfeiture of that leadership. In contrast, Ronad Reegan was a
highly effectiveleader largely because he honestly,and deeply, believed in the core
principlesthat he espoused and advocated during his presidency —and his constitu-
ency sensed that genuinenessand respondedfavorably to it. Moreover, certain types
o sociopolitical leadershipinherently require the utmost integrity and honesty.Con-
sider notablefiguressuch as Gandhi and King, both of whom were eminently effec-
tive in leading others to practice the high ethical and mord standardswhich they
themselves advocated. The reason for thisis simple: A high standard for one's own
personal integrity isaprerequisitefor effective mora leadership.

To sum up, | concede that the game of politics calsfor a certain measure of
posturing and disingenuousness.Yet, a theend of the game,without acountervailing
measure of integrity,political game-playingwill serveto diminish apolitical leader's
effectiveness—perhapsto the point where the palitician forfeitsthe game.
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Issue 168
Can only inside experts judge work in any given field?

The speaker's assertion that work in any field can be judged only by experts in that
fidld amountsto an unfair generalization,jn my view.l would concur with the speaker
when it comes to judging the work of social scientists, although | would strongly
disagree when it comes to work in the pure physical sciences,as explained in the
following discussion.

With respect to the socid sciences,the socia world presentsa seamlessweb o
not only anthropogenic but aso physical forces,which interact in waysthat can be
understood only in the context of avariety o disciplines.Thus, expertsfrom various
fidds must collectively determine the merit of work in the socia sciences. For ex-
ample,consider thefidd of cultural anthropology.The meritsof researcher'sfindings
and conclusions about an ancient civilization must be scrutinized by biochemists,
geologists, linguists,and even astronomers.

Specificdly, by analyzing the hair, nails, blood,and bones of mummified bodies,
biochemists and forensic scientists can pass judgment on the anthropol ogi st'scon-
jectures about the life expectancy,general well-being,and common causes of death
o the popul ation.Geol ogistsare needed to identify the source and age of the materi-
as used for tools, weapons, and structures—thereby determining whether the an-
thropol ogi st extrapol ated correctly about the civilization'seconomy, tradesand work
habits, lifestyles,extent of travel and mohbility, and so forth. Linguists are needed to
interpret hieroglyphicsand extrapolate from found fragmentsof writings. And, as
tronomersare sometimes needed to determine whether the anthropol ogist'sexpla
nationsfor thelayout of an ancient city or the design,structure and position d monu-
ments,tombs,and templ esis convinci ng—becauseanci entsoften looked to the stars
for guidancein building citiesand structures.

I'n contrast,the work of researchersinthe purdy physical sciencescan be judged
only by their peers.The reason for thisisthat scientifictheoriesand observationsare
either meritorious or not, depending solely on whether they can be proved or dis
proved by way of the scientific method. For example, consider the complex equa
tionsthat physicistsrely upon to draw conclusionsabout the naturedf matter,time,
and space, or the originsand future of the universe. Only other physicistsin these
specialties can understand, let alone judge, this type of theoretical work. Smilarly,
empirical observationsin astrophysicsand molecular physicsrequire extremey so-
phisticated equipment and processes,which only expertsin thesefieldshave access
to and who know how to userdialy.

Those who disagree that only inside experts can judge scientific work might
point out that the expertise of economists and pubic-policy makersis required to
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determine whether the work isworthwhile from a more mundane economic or po-
litical viewpoint. Detractors might also point out that ultimately it is our philoso-
phers who are best equipped to judge the ultimate import o ostensibly profound
scientific discoveries. Yet, these detractors miss the point of what | take to be the
speaker'smore narrow claim: that the integrity and quality of work —disregarding its
socioeconomic utility —can be judged only by expertsin the work'sfidd.

In sum,in the socid sciences no area o inquiry operatesin a vacuum. Because
fields such as anthropology, sociology, and history are so closdly intertwined and
even dependent on the physica sciences,experts from variousfields must collec-
tively determine the integrity and quaity of work in these fields. However, in the
purely physica sciencesthe quality and integrity o work can be adequately judged
only by inside experts, who are the only ones equipped with sufficient technical
knowledge to pass judgment.

Issue 169

Are politics and morality mutually exclusive?

ARCO

Should politicsand mordity betreatedas though they are mutualty exclusve? strongly
agree with the speaker that any person claiming so failsto understand either the one
or the other. An overly narrow definition of morality might require completeforth-
rightness and candidnessin dealings with others. However, the moraity of public
politicsembracesfar broader concernsinvolving the welfare o society,and recog-
nizescompromiseasanecessary ,and legitimate, meansdof addressingthoseconcerns.

It iswrong-headed to equate mora behavior in politicswith the smple notions
of honesty and putting the other fellow's needs ahead of one's own—or other ways
that we typicaly measure the mordity of an individua'sprivate behavior. Public poli-
ticsis a game played among professional politicians—and to succeed in the game
one mugt use thetoolsthat are part-and-parcel of it. Completeforthrightnessisasign
of vulnerabilityand naivete,neither of whichwill earn apolitician respect among his
or her opponents,and that opponentswill useto every advantage against the honest
politician.Moreover, the rhetoric of a successful palitician eschews rigorousfactual
inquiry and indisputable fact while appealing to emotions,idedls,and subjectivein-
terpretation and characteri zations.For example,the politician who dams his oppo-
nent is “anti-business,”“bad for the economy,"or “out of touch with what voterswant"
is not necessarily behaving immorally.We must understandthat thissort of rhetoricis
part-and-parcel of public politics,and thus kept in perspective does not harm the
society —aslong asit does not escalate to outright lying.

Those who disagree with the statement adso fal to understand that in order to
gain the opportunity for moral |eadership politiciansmust engagein certain compro-
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misesalong the way. Politicsis a business born not only of idealism but also of prag-
matism—insofar asin order to be effectiveapolitician must gain and hold onto politi-
ca power. In my observation, some degree of pandering to the electorate and to
those who might lend financia support for reel ection effortsis necessary to maintain
that position.Modern poaliticsisrepletewith candidateswho refused to pander thereby
ruining their own chance to exercise effectiveleadership.

Fndly, those who claim that effective politiciansneed not concern themselves
with morality fail to appreciate that successful political |eadership, if it is to endure,
ultimately requires a certain measure of public morality —that is, serving the society
with its best interests as the leader's overriding concern. Consider the many leaders,
such asStalin and Hitler,whom most peopl e would agree were egregiousviol atorsof
public morality. Ultimately,such leadersforfeit their leadership asaresult of the im-
mora means by which they obtain or wield their power.Or consider |essegregious
examples such as President Nixon, whose contempt for the very legd system that
afforded him hisleadership led to hisforfeitureaof that leadership. It ssemsto me that
in the short term amoral or immoral public behavior might serve a political leader's
interest in preserving power;yet in the long term such behavior invariably resultsin
that leader's downfall.

Insum, | fundamentallyagreewith the statement. It recognizesthat the"game' of
politics calsfor acertain amount of disingenuousnessthat we might associate with
dubious private morality. And it recognizesthat such behavior isanecessary means
to the final objectiveof moral political leadership. Besides,at the end of the political
game any politician failing to exercise moral |eadership ultimately forfeitsthe game.

Issue 170
The surest indicator of a great nation

Does a nation's greatness lie in the general welfare of its people rather than in the
achievements of its artists, rulers, and scientists, as the speaker claims?| find this
clam problematic in two respects. Firg, it failsto define"general welfare." Second, it
assumesthat the sorts of achievementsthat the speaker cites havelittle to do with a
nation's general welfare—whenin fact they have everything to do withiit.

At first blush the speaker's claim might appear to have considerable merit. After
al,the overriding imperativefor any democratic state is to enhance the general wel-
fare of itscitizenry. Yet the speaker failsto provide aclear litmus test for measuring
that welfareWhen we speak of "promoting the general welfare," the following ams
come to mind: public health and safety,security against military invasions,individual
autonomy and freedom, cultural richness, and overall comfort—that is, a high stan-
dard of living.Curioudly,it isour scientists, artists,and political leaders—or so-called
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"rulers' —who by way o their achievements bring these amsinto fruition. Thus, in
order to determinewhat makesanation great it isnecessary to examinethe different
sorts of individua achievementsthat ostensibly promote these ams.

Few would disagreethat many scientificachievementsserveto enhanceanation's
genera welfare. Advancesin the health sciences have enhanced our physical well-
being, comfort, and life span. Advances in technology have enabled us to travel to
more places, communicate with more people from different walks of life,and learn
about the world from our desktops. Advancesin physicsand engineering make our
abodes and other buildingssafer,and enable usto travel to more places,and to travel
to more distant places, with greater safety and speed. Artistic achievement is also
needed to make a nation a better placefor humans overall. Art providesinspiration,
liftsthe human spirit, and incites our crestivity and imagination,dl of which spur us
on to greater accomplishments and help us appreciate our own humanity. Yet the
achievements of scientists and artists, while integral, do not suffice to ensure the
welfare of anation's citizens.In order to survive,let alone be great, a nation must be
able to defend its borders and to live peaceably with other nations.Thus, the military
and diplomatic accomplishments of a nation's leaders provide an integral contribu-
tion to the general welfareof any nation's popul ace.

Notwithstanding the evidence that, in the aggregate,individual achievements of
the sorts listed above are what promote a nation's geneml welfare, we should be
careful not to hastily assumethat a nation is necessarily great merely by virtueof the
achievements of individual citizens. Once having secured the safety and security of
itscitizens,political rulers must not exploit or oppress thosecitizens. Also,the popu-
lace must embrace and learn to appreciate arti stic accomplishment, and to use rather
than misuse or abuse scientific knowledge.Of particular concern are the many ways
in which scientific achievements have served to diminish our quality of life, thereby
impeding the general welfare. It is through scientific"achievements' that chemicals
in our food,water,and air increase the incidence and variety of cancers;that our very
existenceasaspeciesis jeopardized by the threat of nuclear warfare;and that green-
house gaseswhich deplete our ozonelayer and heat the Earth'satmosphere threaten
civilizationitsdlf.

In sum, in asserting that geneml welfare—and neither the scientific, artistic, nor
political achievementsof individuals— providestheyardstick for measuringanation's
greatness, the speaker misses the point that general welfareis the end product of
individual achievements.Besides,achievementsdf artists, scientists,and political leaders
rarely inure only to one particular nation. Rather, these achieverments benefit people
the world over. Accordingly, by way of these achievements the world, not just one
nation,growsin its greatness.
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Issue 171
What avenues of intellectual inquiry best serve the public good?

Are people who make the greatest contributionsto society those who pursue their
personal intellectual i nterests,as the speaker asserts?Or are they the oneswho focus
instead on areas that are most likely to benefit society?1 strongly agree with the
speaker,for three reasons.

First of al, by human nature we are motivated to pursue activitiesin which
we excel. To compel people to focus their intellectual interests only on certain
areas would be to force many to waste their true talents. For example, imagine
rel egating today's preeminent astrophysicist Stephen Hawking to researching the
effectiveness of affirmative-actionlegislation in reducing workplace discrimina
tion. Admittedly, this example borders on hyperbole. Yet the aggregate effect of
realistic cases would be to waste the intellectual talents of our world's scholars
and researchers.

Secondly, it is unusual avenuesd personal interest that most often lead to the
greatest contributions to society. Intellectual and scientific inquiry that breaks no
new ground amount to wasted time,tal ent,and other resources.History isladen with
quirky claimsaf scholarsand researchersthat turned out stunningly significant—that
the sunlies a the center of our universe, that time and space are relative concepts,
that matter consistsof discrete particles,that humansevolved from other lifeforms,
to name afew. One current area of unusua research is terraforming—cresating bio-
logicd life and a habitable atmospherewhere none existed before. This unusua re-
search area does not immediately address society's pressing socia problems. Yet, in
thelonger term it might be necessary to colonizeother planetsin order to ensurethe
surviva o the human race;and after al, what could be a more significant contribu-
tion to society than preventing itsextinction?

Thirdly, to adopt aview that runs contrary to the speaker'sposition would be to
sanction certain intellectual pursuits while proscribing others—which smacks of
thought control and political oppression.It isdangerousto afford ultimate decision-
making power about what intellectual pursuitsare worthwhileto a handful of regu-
lators,legidators, or elitists,since they bring to bear their own quirky notionsabout
what isworthwhile,and since they are notoriously susceptibleto influence-peddling,
which rendersthem untrustworthy in any event. Besdes, history informsuswell of
the danger inherent in setting officia research priorities. A telling modern example
involvesthe Soviet government'sattempts during the 1920s to not only control the
direction and the goasd its scientists research but aso to distort the outcome o
that research—ostensibly for the greatest good of the greatest number of people.
During the 1920s the Soviet government quashed certain areas d scientificinquiry,
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destroyed entire research facilitiesand libraries,and caused the sudden disappear-
ance d many scientistswho wereviewed as threatsto the state's authority. Not sur-
prisingly,during this time period no significant scientific advances occurred under
the auspicesd the Soviet government.

Those who would oppose the speaker's assertion might argue that intellectual
inquiry in certain areas, particularly the arts and humanities, amountsto little more
than a personal quest for happiness or pleasure,and thereforeis o little benefit to
anyone but the inquirer. This specious argument overlooks the pal pable benefits of
cultivatingthe arts.It dsoignoresthe fact that earnest study in the humanitiesaffords
uswisdom to know what is best for society,and helps us understand and approach
societal problemsmorecriticaly,creatively,and effectively. Thus, despitethelack of a
tangible nexus between certain areas o intellectual inquiry and societal benefit,the
nexusisthere nonethel ess.

In sum, | agree that society is best served when people are allowed unfettered
freedom of intellectual inquiry and research,and use that freedom to pursue their
own personal interests. Engaging one's individua talentsin one's particular area of
fascinationis most likdly to yield advances, discoveries, and a heightened aesthetic
appreciation that serve to make the world a better and more interesting place in
whichtolive.

Issue 173
To what extent is originality truly original?

ARCO

Does"origindity" mean putting together old ideasin new ways, as the speaker con-
tends, rather than conjuring up truly new ideas?Although | agree that in various
reelmsd human endeavor,such aslinguistics, law,and even the arts, so-caled" new"
or"origina" ideasrarely are. However,when it comes to the physical sciencesorigi-
nality more often entailschartering completely new intellectual territory.

The notion that so-called"originality"isactudly variation or synthesisdf existing
ideasfindsits greatest support in linguisticsand in law. Regarding the former,in spite
o the many words in the modern English language that are unique to Western cul-
ture, modern English is derived from, and builds upon, a variety o linguistic tradi-
tions—and ultimately from the ancient Greek and Latin languages. Were we to insist
on rgecting tradition in favor of purely modem language we would have essentialy
nothing to say. The same holdstrue for dl other modern languages. Asfor law, con-
sider the legd system in the United States,which is deeply rooted in traditional En
glish common-law principles of equity and justice. The system in the U.S requires
that new,so-cdled"modern"lawsbe consi stent with—and indeed build upon—those
traditional principles.
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Even in the arts—where one might think that true originality must surely re-
side—so-called"new" ideas almost alwaysembrace,apply,or synthesize what came
earlier.For example, most " modem" visual designs,forms, and elements are based on
certain well-established aesthetic ideal s— such as symmetry,balance,and harmony.
Admittedly,modern art works often eschew these principlesin favor of true origi-
nality. Yet, in my view the appeal of such workslies primarily in their novelty and
brashness. Once the ephemeral novelty or shock dissipates, these works quickly
lose their appeal because they violate firmly established artistic ideals. An even
better examplefrom the artsismodern rock-and-roll music,which upon first listen-
ing might seem to bear no resemblance to classical music traditions.Yet, both genres
rely on the same 12-note scal e, the same notions of what harmoniesare pleasing to
the ear, the same forms, the same rhythmic meters, and even many of the same
melodies.

When it comes to the natural sciences, however,some new ideas are truly origi-
nal while others put established ideastogether in new ways.One striking example of
truly original scientificadvancesinvolveswhat we know about the ageand evolution
of the Earth. In earlier centuries the officia Church of England called for a literal
interpretation of the Bible, according to which the Earth'sage is determined to be
about 6,000years.If Western thinkershad smply put these established i deastogether
innew waysthefieldsof structural and historical geology might never haveadvanced
further. A more recent example involvesEinstein'stheory of relativity. Einstein theo-
rized,and scientistshavesince proven empirically,that the pace of time,and possibly
thedirection of timeaswell,isrelative to the observer's motion through space.This
truth ran so contrary to our subjective, linear experience, and to previous notions
about time and space, that | think Einstein'stheory can properly be characterized as
truly original.

However,in other instances great advancesin science are made by putting to-
gether current theoriesor other ideasin new ways. For example,only by building on
certain wellestablished lawsof physicswere engineersableto devel op silicon-based
semiconductor technology. And, only by struggling to reconcile the quantum and
relativity theories have physicistsnow posited anew so-called"string" theory,which
puts together the two preexisting theories in acompletely new way.

To sum up,for the most part originality does not reject existing ideas but rather
embraces, applies,or synthesizeswhat came before.Infact,in our modern languages,
our new laws, and even our new art,existing ideas are reflected, not shunned. But,
whenit comesto science, whether the speaker's clam istrue must be determined on
a case-by-case basis,with each new theory or innovation.

www.petersons.com/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Question



ARCO

Part Two: Sample Responses to the Real Issue-Perspective Questions

WwWwilolpupcr.ury

Issue 174
Should laws be rigid or flexible?

Some measure of consistency and stability in the law is critical for any society to
function.Otherwise,l strongly agree with the speaker's assertion that lawsshould be
flexible enough to adapt to different circumstances,times and places. The law d
merital property aptly illustratesthis point.

On the one hand,acertain measure of consistency,stability,and predictability in
our lawsisrequired in order for usto understand our legd obligationsand rightsas
we go about our day-today business as a society. For example,in order for private
industry to thrive, businesses must be afforded the security of knowing their lega
rights and obligations visavis employees,federal regulatory agencies,and tax au-
thorities—aswaell as their contractual rights and duties visaviscustomers and sup-
pliers. Undue uncertaintyin any one d these areaswould surely haveachilling effect
on business. Moreover, some measure d consistency in the lega environment from
place to place promotes business expansion as well as interstate and international
commerce,al o which are worthwhile endeavorsin an increasingly mobile society.

On the other hand, rigid laws can result in unfairnessif applied inflexibly in al
placesat dl times. The framers o the U.S Constitution recognized the need both for
aflexiblelega system and for flexiblelavs—by affordingeach statelega jurisdiction
over dl but interstate matters. The framersunderstood that socia and economic prob-
lems, as well as standards of equity and fairness, can legitimately change over time
and vary from region to region—even from town to town. And our nation'sfounders
would be pleased to see their flexible system that promotesequity and fairnessasit
operatestoday.

Congder,for example,marita property rights,which vary considerablyfrom state
to state,and which have evolved considerably over time asinflexible,and unfair,sys
temshave given way to moreflexible, fairer ones.In earlier timeshusbandsowned dl
property acquired during marriage as well as property brought into the marriage—
by either spouse. Understandably, thisrigid and unfair system ultimately gave way to
separate-propertysystems,whi ch acknowledged property rightsaf both spouses.More
recently certain progressivestates have adopted even moreflexible,and fairer,“com-
munity property" systems, under which each spouse owns hdlf of dl property ac-
quired during the marriage,while each spouse retainsaseparate-property interest in
hisor her other property. Yet even these more egditarian community-property sys
tems can operate unfairly whenever spouses contribute unequally;accordingly,some
community-propertystatesare now modifying their systemsfor even greater flexibil -
ity and fairness.
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Thus, the evolution of state marital-property lawsaptly illustratesthe virtue of a
legd system that allowslawsto evolve to keep pace with changing mores, attitudes,
and our collectivesense of equity.This same example also underscores the point that
inflexiblelawstend to operate unfairly,and properly giveway to moreflexibleones—
asour nation'sfounders intended.

Issue 175
The impetus for innovation: individual enterprise or teamwork?

The speaker claimsthat individual enterprise,energy,and commitment, and not team-
work, provide the impetus for innovation in every case. In my view, although the
clamis not without merit, especially when it comes to businessinnovation, it over-
looks the synergistic relationship between individual effort and teamwork, particu-
larly with respect to scientificinnovations.

With respect to businessinnovation,| agreethat it isthe vision and commitment
of key individuals—such as afirm's founder or chief executive—from which busi-
nesses burgeon and innovative products, services, and marketing and management
strategies emerge. One notable example involves the Apple Computer debacle fol-
lowing the departure of its founding visionary SteveJobs. It wasn't until Jobs reas
sumed the helm, once again injecting his unique perception, insight,and infectious
fervor,that the ailing Apple was able to resume itsinnovative ways, thereby regaining
itsformer stature in the computer industry. Admittedly,the chief executives of our
most successful corporations would no doubt concede that without the cooperative
effortsof their subordinates, their personal visionswould never become reality. Yet,
these effortsare merely the carrying out of the visionary's marching orders.

Nevertheless,the speaker would have usaccept atoo-narrow and distorted view
of how innovation comes about, particularly in today's world. Teamwork and indi-
vidual enterprise are not necessarily inconsistent, as the speaker would have us be-
lieve. Admittedly,if exercised in aself-serving manner—for example, through pilfer-
ing or back stabbing—individual enterprise and energy can serve to thwart a busi-
ness organization'sefforts to innovate. However, if directed toward the firm's goals
these traitscan motivateother team members,thereby facilitatinginnovation.ln other
words, teamwork and individual enterprise can operate synergistically to bring about
innovation.

We must be especially careful not to understate theroleof teamwork in scientific
innovation, especially today.|mportant scientificinnovationsof the previous millen-
nium might very well have been products of the epiphanies and obsessions of indi-
vidua geniuses.When we think of the processaof inventing something great we natu-
raly conjure up avision of theloneinventor hidden away in alaboratory for months
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on end, in dogged pursuit of a breakthrough. And thisimageis not entirely without
empirical support. For example, Thomas Edison's early innovations—including the
light bulb, the television,and the phonograph—came about in relativeisol ation,and
solely through hisindividua persistenceand commitment.

However,in today'sworld, scientificinnovation requires both considerabl e capi-
td and extensiveteamsdf researchers. Admittedly,in al likelihood we will continue
to encounter the exceptional case—like Hewlett and Packard, or Jobs and\Wozniak,
whose innovationssprang from two-man operations.But for the most part, scientific
breakthroughs today typicaly occur only after years of trial-and-error by large re
search teams.Even Thomas Edison relied more and more on ateam of researchersto
develop new innovationsas hiscareer progressed.Thus the statement fliesin theface
of how most modern scientific innovationsactually come about today.

Tosumup,| agreethat, when it comesto theworld of business,trueinnovationis
possible only throughthe imagination of theindividual visonary,and hisor her com-
mitment to seethevison throughtoitsfruition. However,when it comesto scientific
innovation,yesterday's enterprising individua s have yielded to today's cooperative
research teeams—a trend that will no doubt continue as scientific research becomes
an increasingly expensive and complex undertaking.

Issue 176

The value and function of science and art

ARCO

The speaker maintains that the function of art is to "upset” while the function of
scienceisto'"reassure,"and that it isin thesefunctionsthat the vaue of each lies.In
my view,the speaker unfairly generaizes about the function and value o art, while
completely missing the point about the function and value of science.

Consider first the intent and effect of art. In many cases artistsset about to rees
sure,not to upset. Consider the frescosof FraAngelico and others monksand nunsof
thelate medieva period,who sought primarily through their representationscof the
Madonna and Child to reassure and be reassured about the messages of Christian
redemption and salvation.Or consider the paintingsdf impressionist and redlist painters
of thelate nineteenth century.Despitethe sharp contrast in the techni quesempl oyed
by these two schools,in both genreswe find soothing,genteel, pastoral themesand
images—certainly nothing to upset the viewer.

In other cases, artists set about to upset. For example, the paintersand scul ptors
of the Renaissance period, like the artistswho preceded them, approached their art
as aform of worship. Yet Renaissance art focuses on other Christian images and
themes—especialy those involving the crucifixion and apocalyptic notions of judg-
ment and damnation—which are clearly "upsetting" and disconcerting,and clearly
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not reassuring.Or consider theworksof two important twentieth-century artists;few
would argue that the surrealistic images by Salvador Dali or the jarring,splashy mu-
ralsby abstract painter Jackson Pollock serve to“upset,” or at the very least disquiet,
the viewer on aviscera level.

When it comes to the function and value of science,in my view the speaker's
assertion is simply wrongheaded. The finad objective of science, in my view, isto
discover truths about our world, our universe, and ourselves. Sometimes these dis
coveries serve to reassure, and other times they serve to upset. For example, many
would consider reassuring the variouslaws and principles of physicswhich provide
unifying explanations for what we observe in the physical world.These principles
provide a reassuring sense of order, even simplicity,to an otherwise mysteriousand
perplexing world.

On the other hand, many scientificdiscoverieshave clearly "upset" conventional
notions about the physical world and the universe. The notions of a sun-centered
universe, that humans evolved from lower primateforms,and that timeisrelative to
space and motion are dl disquieting notionsto anyonewhose belief system depends
on contrary assumptions. And more recently, researchers have discovered that many
behavioral traitsare functions of individual neurological brain structure, determined
at birth. This notion has"upset" many professionalsin fields such as behaviora psy-
chology, criminology,mental health,and law,whosework is predicated on the notion
that undesirablehuman behavior can be changed — throughvarious means of reform
and behavior modification.

In sum, the speaker over-generalizeswhen it comesto the function and value of
art and science— both of which serve in some casesto reassureand in other casesto
upset. In any event, the speaker misstates the true function and value of science,
which isto discover truths,whether reassuringor upsetting.

Issue 177
Does our education change how we perceive the world?

| strongly agree that by studying any particular academic disciplinewe alter the way
we perceive theworld. Asintellectual neophyteswe tend to polarize what we see as
either right or wrong, or aseither good or bad.We aso tend tointerpret what we see
by way of our emotions. Once educated, we gain the capacity to see a broader spec-
trum of opinion and perspective,and to see our own culture and even ourselvesasa
tapestry-likeproduct of history.

Throughtheearnest pursuit of knowledge— particularlyin history and literature—
we reveal to ourselvesthe flaws and foiblesof other humans whose lives we study
and read about. History teachesus, for exampl e,that demagogueswhom soci ety places
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on pedestal soften fdl under the weight of their own prejudices, jeal ousies,and other
character flaws. And, any serious student of Shakespeare comes away from reading
King Lear and Hamlet with a heightened awareness o the tragicaly flawed ironic
hero,and o the arbitrarinessby which we distinguish our heroesfrom our villains.

Through education we begin to see flaws not only in people but aso in ideolo-
gies that we had previoudy embraced on pure faith. A student of government and
public policy learns that many of the so-called“solutions” which our legidaturesand
jurigts hand down to usfrom atop their pedestal sare actually Band-Aid compromi ses
designed to appease opponents and pander to the electorate. A philosophy student
learns to recognizelogicd fdlaciesdof popular ideasand the rhetoric of our political
parties,religiousdenominations,and social extremists. And,alaw student learnsthat
our system of lawsisnot amonolithicset of truths but rather an ever-changing reflec-
tion of whatever the society's current mores,values,and attitudes happen to be.

While education hel psussee theflawed natured our previoudy cherishedidesas,
paradoxicallyit aso hel ps us see ideas we previoudy regjected out of hand in adiffer-
ent light—as having some merit after all. Through education in public policy and law,
once-oppressiverules,regul ations,and restrictionsappear reasonableconstraints on
freedom in light of legitimate competing interests. Through the objective study of
different religiousinstitutions,customs,and faiths,a student learns to see the merits
o different belief systems, and to see the cultural and philosophical traditionsin
which they are rooted.

Education aso helps us see our own culture through different eyes. As cultural
neophyteswe participate unwittingly in our culture's own customs,rituals,and cer-
emonies— becausewe see them as somehow sacrosanct. A student of sociology or
cultural anthropology comes to see those same customs, ritual's, and ceremonies as
toolswhich serve our psychological need to belong to adistinct socia group,and to
reinforce that sense of belonging by honoring the group'straditions. And, by reading
theliterary worksaof writersfrom bygoneeras,aliterature student comesto see hisor
her own culture asa potential treasure trove of fodder for the creativeliterary mind.
For exampl e, by studying Twain'sworks a student learnsthat Twain saw nineteenth-
century life along the Mississppi not as amundane existence but as aframework for
the quintessential adventure story,and that we can similarly transform the way we
see our own culture.

Findly, education in the arts dters forever the way we perceive the aesthetic
world around us. Prior to education we respond instinctively ,emotionally,and viscer-
dly to the forms,colors,and soundsd art. Post education we respond intellectualy.
We seek to appreciatewhat art reveal sabout our cultureand about humanity.We aso
seek to understand the aesthetic principlesupon which true art isfounded. For in-
stance, an earnest art student learns to see not just pigments and shapes but aso
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historical influencesand aesthetic principles. An informed listener o popular music
hearsnot jus the same pleasing soundsand pul sating rhythmsastheir naive counter.
parts, but adso the rhythmic meters, harmonic structure, and compositional forms
used by the great classical composersd previous centuries,and which provided the
foundation df modern music.

To sum up, through education we no longer see our heroes, leaders, and idols
through the same credul ouseyes,nor do we see other humansand their ideas through
the black-and-whitelensd our own point o view.In the find analysis,through eduw
cationwe come not only to perceive the world differently but also to understand the
subjective,and therefore changeable, nature of our own perceptions.

Issue 180
Can moral behavior be legislated?

The speaker assertsthat many laws are ineffectivein solving society's problems be
cause mora behavior cannot be legidated. | agree with this assertion insofar as it
relates to constraints on certain personal freedoms.However,when it comesto the
conduct o businesses,| think that moral behavior not only can but must belegidated
for the purposed aleviating societal problems.

Mordity laws that impinge upon freedomd choice about our personal lives—ta
control what we do with and to ourselves—smply do not work in a democratic
soci ety. People dways find ways to circumvent such laws,which ultimately give way
to morelenient laws that acknowledge personal freedom of choice. The failed Prohi-
bition experiment of the 1930sis perhapsthe paradigmaticexample of this. And we
aredowly learning history'slesson,as aptly demonstrated by the recognition of equal
rights for same-sex partners, and current trends toward legdization of physician-as
sisted suicide and the medicina use of marijuana. In short, history informs us that
legidating moraity merdy for moraity's sske smply does not work.

Mordity lavsimpinging on personal freedoms are not made any more useful or
effectiveby purportingto serve thegreater good of society,because on balance their
costsfar outweigh their benefits.For instance,those who defend the criminalization
of drug use cite avariety d harms that result from widespread addi ction:increased
incidence o domestic violence,increased burden on our heath-care and social-wel
fare systems,and diminished productivity of addicts.However,these defendersover-
look the fact that outlawing addictive substances does not prevent,or even deter.
peoplefrom obtaining and using them. It only compels users to resort to theft anc
even violent means of procuring drugs, adding to the economic costs of enforce
ment, prosecution,and punishment.In short, the costsof proscriptionoutweigh the
benefits.
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In sharp contrast to personal behavior,the behavior of businesses can and must
be controlled through legidation.Left unfettered,businessestend to act on behdf of
their ownfinancid interest,not on behdf o the society a large. And when excessive
business profits accrue at the expense o public health and safety,in my view bus-
ness has behaved immordly.

Examplesd largescaleimmora behavior on the part of businesses abound. For
exampl e, although technology makes possible the complete eimination of polluting
emissions from automobiles,auto manufacturersare unwilling to voluntarily make
the short-term sacrifices necessary to accomplish thisgoal. Tobacco companieshave
long known about the health hazardsdf smoking cigarettes; yet they weigh the costs
o defending law suitsagainst the profit from cigarette sales,and continueto cater to
nicotine addicts. And when given the chance, many manufacturerswill exploit un-
derage or underprivileged workers to reducelabor costs,thereby enhancing profits.
In short, only government holds the regulatory and enforcement power to impose
the standardsneeded to ensure mora business behavior.

In sum, whether legidating mordity is effective or even appropriate depends on
whether the behavior a issueinvolvespersona freedom or public duty. Legidating per-
sonad mord behavior is neither practicable nor proper in a democratic society. On the
other hand,legidating business mordity is necessary to ensure public health and sefety.

Issue 181
What influences how students and scholars interpret materials?

ARCO

| strongly disagree that personality isthe key to how a student or scholar interprets
the materia with which he or she works.\Whether those materias be facts, events,
data, or observations,in my view the key factor in their interpretationis a person's
training and educational background.

Asauming that by personality the speaker embraces such personal attributesas
individual temperament,disposition and general mood,and outlook, it seems to me
that personality haslittle bearing on how studentsand scholarsinterpret the materi-
dswith which they work. Admittedly,whether an individua tendsto be an optimist
or apess mist might have some bearing on interpretation. For i nstance,an archeol ogy
student with agenerally sanguine outlook toward life might respond to alengthy yet
unsuccessful search for certain artifactsasdiscovery and progress—insofar ascertain
possibilities have been eliminated, bringing us closer to affirmative discoveries. In
contrast,an archeology student with ageneraly pessimistic outlook might conclude
that the same effort was in vain and that nothing has been learned or otherwise
gained.Yet it strikesme that these reactionsare emotional onesthat have nothing to
do with intellectual interpretation.
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In sharp contrast, one's educati onal background and training can serveasa strong
influence on how one interprets historical eventsinvolving human affairs, statistical
data,and especidly art. With respect to human affairs,consider the centuries-old impe
ridigt policies of Great Britain. A student of political science might interpret British
imperialism as a manifestation of that nation's desirefor political power and domina
tion over others. A student of economicsmight seeit asastrategy to gain control over
economic resourcesand distributionchannel sfor goods. A sociology or anthropol ogy
student might seeit asan assimilation of culture. And,astudent of theology or religion
might i nterpret the same phenomenon asan attempt, well intentioned or otherwise, to
proselytizeand to impose certain beiefs rituals,and customs on others.

Educational training and background aso affects how students and scholarsin-
terpret seemingly objective statistical data. It is crucial here to distinguish between
numbersthemsel ves,which are not subject to varyinginterpretations, fromwhat the
numberssignify—that is,what conclusions, prescriptions, or lessonswe might come
away with.Consider,for example,ahypothetical increasein therateof juvenilecrime
in aparticular city. Althoughthe percent change itself might be subject to only one
reasonable meaning,what the change sgn esisopen to variousinterpretations. A
sociologist might interpret this data as an indication of deteriorating family unit or
community. A student of public policy or government might see this statistic as an
indication that current legidationfailsto implement public policy as effectively asit
could. And astudent of law or criminal justice might interpret the samestatisticasa
sign of overburdened courts or juvenile-detentionfacilities.

Findly, when it comes to how students and scholars interpret art, training and
educational background play an especially sig  cantrole. After al,whilefactsand
figures are to some extent objective, the meaning of art isan inherently subjective,
and highly personal, matter. A businessstudent might interpret aseries of art works
asattempts by theartist to produce viable productsfor salein the marketplace. How-
ever,atheology student might eschew such acold and cynical interpretation, seeing
instead an expression of praise, acelebration of life,a pleafor grace, or astruggleto
come to termswith mortality. Even art students and scholars can interpret the same
art differently,depending on their training. A stiiydent of art history might see a par-
ticular work astheproduct of certain artistic influences,while astudent of art theory,
composition, and technique might view the same work as an attempt to combine
color for visual impact, or as an experiment with certain brush-stroke techniques.

To sum up, | concede that as students and scholars our working "materials' —
facts,data, objects, and events— areopen to subjectiveinterpretation in terms of what
they teach us. However, what our materials teach us is a function of what we've
already learned, and haslittleif anything tojglo with our personal basket of emotions
and moods called"personality.”
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Issue 183

The impact of acquiring more knowledge

ARCO

Doesknowledgerender things more comprehensible,or more complex and mysteri-
ous?In my view the acquisitionof knowledge bringsabout dl three at the sametime.
This paradoxical result is aptly explained and illustrated by a number of advancesin
our scientific knowledge.

Consider,for example, the sonar system on which blind bats rely to navigateand
especialy to seek prey. Researchershave learned that thissystem isstartlingly sophis-
ticated. By emitting audible sounds, then processing the returning echoes, a bat can
determine in a nanosecond not only how far away its moving prey is but aso the
prey's speed,direction,sizeand even specie! Thisknowledgeacquired helpsexplain,
of course, how batsnavigateand survive.Yet at the same time this knowledge points
out theincredible complexity of the auditory and brainfunctions of certain animals,
even o mere humans, and creates a certain mystery and wonder about how such
systemsever evolved organicaly.

Or consider our knowledge of the universe. Advances in telescope and space-
exploration technology seem to corroborate the theory of a continually expanding
universethat began at the very beginning of timewith a"big bang." On oneleve this
knowledge, assuming it qualifiesas such, hel ps us comprehend our place in the uni-
verse and our ultimate destiny. Yet on the other hand it adds yet another chapter to
the mystery about what existed before time and the universe.

Or consider the area of atomic physics. The naked human eye perceives very
little, of course, of the complexity of matter.To our distant ancestors the physical
world appeared simple— seemingly comprehensible by means of sight and touch.
Then by way of scientific knowledge we learned that al matter is comprised of at-
oms, which are further comprised of protons, neutrons,and electrons. Then we dis
covered an even more basicunit of matter called the quark. And now anew so-called
"string" theory positsthe existenceof an even more fundamental,and universal, unit
of matter.On the one hand, these discoverieshave rendered things more comprehen-
sible, by explaining and reconciling empirical observationsadf how matter behaves.
The string theory also reconciles the discrepancy between the quantum and wave
theoriesdf physics. On the other hand,each discovery hasin turn revealed that mat-
ter ismore complex than previoudy thought. In fact,the string theory,which istheo-
retically sound, callsfor seven more dimensions—inaddition to the three we aready
know about! I'm hard-pressed to imagineanything more complex or mysterious.

In sum, the statement overlooks a paradox about knowledge acquired, at least
when it comes to understanding the physical world. When through knowledge a
thing becomes more comprehensible and explainable we realize at the same time
that it ismore complex and mysteriousthan previously thought.
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Issue 184
Is it a mistake to theorize without data?

Isit a"grave mistake' to theorize without data, as the speaker contends?l agree inso-
far as to theorize before collecting sufficient data is to risk tainting the process of
collecting and interpreting further data. However,in a sense the speaker begs the
question, by overlookingthefact that every theory requiressome datato begin with.
Moreover,the dam unfairly ignores equally grave consequencesof waiting to theo-
rize until we obtain too much data.

In one important respect | agree with the speaker's contention. A theory con-
jured up without the benefit of dataamountsto little more that the theorist'shopes
and desres—what he or she wants to be true and not be true. Accordingly, this
theorist will tend to seek out evidence that supports the theory, and overlook or
avoid evidencethat refutesit. One telling historical exampleinvolvestheoriesabout
the center df the Universe. Understandably,we ego-driven humans would prefer that
the universe revolve around us. Ealy theoriespresumed sofor thisreason,and subse
quent observationsthat ran contrary to this egodriven theory were ignored, while
the observerswere scorned and even vilified.

By theorizing before collectingdata the theorist dso runsthat risk of interpreting
that data in a manner which makesit appear to lend more credence to the theory
than it actualy does. Consider the theory that the Earth isflat. Any person with a
clear view of the horizon must agreein @l honesty that the evidence does not sup-
port thetheory.Yet prior to Newtonian physi csthe notion of aspherical Eath wasso
unsettling to people that they interpreted the arcshaped horizon as evidence of a
convex,yet neverthel ess'flattish," Earth.

Despite the merits of the speaker's claim, | find it problematic in two crucid re
spects. First, common sense informs me that it isimpossible to theorize in the first
placewithout at least some data. How can theorizingwithout databe dangerous,asthe
speaker contends, if it is not even possibleAWhile a theory based purely on fantasy
might ultimeately be born out by empirical observation, it is equaly possible that it
won’t.Thus without prior dataatheory isnot worth our timeor attention.Secondly the
spesker's dam overlooks the inverse problem: the danger o continuing to acquire
datawithout venturing atheory based on that data.To postpone theorizinguntil all the
dataisin might be to postponeit forever.The danger liesin the reasonswe theorizeand
test our theories: to solve society's problemsand to make the world a better place to
live. Unless we act timdly based on our data we render oursaves impotent. For ex-
ample, governments tend to respond to urgent socia problems by establishing agen+
ciesto collect dataand think-tanksto theorize about causesand solutions. These agen-
cies and think-tanks serve no purpose unless they admit that they will never havedl
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the data and that no theory isfool proof,and unlesstimely action is taken based on the
best theory currently available—before the problem overwhemsus.

To aum up, | agree with the speaker insofar as a theory based on no datais not a
theory but merewhimsy andfancy,and insofar as by theorizingfirsd wetendtodistort the
extent to which data collected thereafter supportsour own theory. Neverthelesswe put
ourselvesin equd peril by migtaking datafor knowledge and progress,which require us
not only to theorize but o to act upon our theorieswith some ussful end in mind.

|sue 185

Are scandals useful?

ARCO

Are scandalsuseful in calling our attention to important problems,as this statement
suggests?l agree that in many cases scandal scan serveto reved larger problems that
acommunity or society should address. On the other hand,scandals can sometimes
distract us from more important societal issues.

On the one hand,scandal s can sometimes serveto cdl our attention to pervasive
socid or political problemsthat wewould otherwisenegl ect. Perhapsthe paradigmeatic
modern example is the Watergate scandal. Ealy in that scandal it would have been
tempting to dismissit asinvolving one isolated incidence o underhanded campaign
tactics. But, in retrospect the scanda forever increased the level o scrutiny and ac-
countability to which our public officids are held, thereby working a significant and
lasting benefitto our society. More recently,the Clinton-Gorefundraisng scandal sparked
arenewed cdl for campaign-finance reform. In fact the scanda might result in the
passage d a congressional bill outlawing private campaign contributionsatogether,
thereby rendering presidential candidates far less susceptible to undue influence of
specid-interest groups.Our soci ety would be the clear beneficiary of such reform.Surdy,
no publicspeaker or reformer could have caled our nation'scollective attentionto the
problem o presidential misconduct unless these two scanda s had surfaced.

On the other hand,scandal scan sometimesserve chiefly to distract usfrom more
pressing community or societal problems. At the community level,for example,sev-
era years ago the chancellor of a university located in my city was expelled from
office for misusing university funds to renovate his posh personal residence. Every
new devel opment during the scanda became front-page newsin the campus news
paper.But did this scandal serve any useful purpose?No.The scandal did not reveal
any pervasive problem with university accounting practices. It did not result in any
sort of useful system-wide reform. Rather,it was merely oneincidenced petty misap-
propriation.Moreover,the scandal distracted the university community fromfar more
important issues,such as affirmative action and campus safety, which were rel egated
to the second page d the campus newspaper during the scandal.
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Even on asocietal level, scandals can serve chiefly to distract usfrom more im
portant matters. For example, time will tell whether the Clinton sex scandal will
benefit our political,social,or legal system. Admittedly,the scandal did call our atten-
tion to certain issuesof federal law. It sparked a debate about the powers and duties
of legal prosecutors, under the I ndependent Counsel Act, visavisthe chief executive
while in and out of office. And the various court rulings about executive privilege
and immunity will serve useful lega precedents for the future. Even the impeach-
ment proceedings will no doubt provide useful procedural precedent at somefuture
time. Yet on balance, it seems to me that the deleterious effects of the scandal —in
terms of thefinancia expense to taxpayersand the various harms to the many indi-
viduals caught up in the legal process— outweigh these benefits. More importantly,
for more that ayear the scandal served chiefly to distract usfrom our most pressing
national and global problems, such asthe Kosovo crisis,our social-securitycrisis,and
health-care reform,to name just afew.

In sum, | agree that scandals often serve to flag important socio-political prob-
lemsmore effectively than any speaker or reformer can. However,whether a scandal
works more benefit than harm to a community or society must be addressed on a
case-bycase basis.

Issue 186
Is practicality our idol in today's world?

Intoday'sworld ispracticalityour idol —onewhich dl powersand talents must serve?
While this claim has considerable merit with respect to most areas of human en-
deavor —includingeducation,art,and politics—I takeexception with theclaamwhen
it comesto the direction of scientific research today.

Practicalityseemsclearly to be thelitmustest for education today. Grade-schoolers
are learning computer skills right along with reading and writing. Our middle and
high schoolsareincreasingly cutting arts education, which ostensibly hasless practi-
cal value than other course work. And, more and more college students are majoring
intechnical fieldsfor the purposeaof securing lucrative jobsimmediately upon gradu-
ation. Admittedly, many collegestudents till advanceto graduate-level study;yet the
most popular such degree today isthe MBA; after all, businessadministrationisfunda
mentally about practicality and pragmatism—that is,“getting the job done" and pay-
ing attention to the"bottom line."

Practicality also dictates what sort of art is produced today. Most new architec-
ture today isdriven by functionality,safety,and cost; very few architectural master-
piecesfind their way past the blueprint stage anymore.The content of today'sfea
ture filmsand music isdriven entirely by demographic considerations—that is, by
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pandering to the interests of 18-35 year olds,who account for most ticket and CD
sales. And,the publishing industry today isdriven by immediate concern to deliver
viable products to the marketplace.The glut of how-to books in our bookstores
today is evidence that publishers are pandering to our practicality aswell. It isn't
that artists no longer create works of high artistic valueand integrity.lndependent
record labels, filmmakers, and publishing houses abound today. It's just that the
independents do not thrive, and they constitute a minuscule segment of the mar-
ket. In the main, today's real-estate devel opers, entertainment moguls, and publish-
ing executives are concerned with practicality and profit,and not with artistic value
and integrity.

Practicality isalso the overriding concern in contemporary politics. Most poli-
ticiansseem driven today by their interest in being elected and reelected—that is,
in short-term survival — rather than by any sense of mission, or even obligation to
their constituency or country. Diplomatic and legal maneuverings and negotia
tions often appear intended to meet the practical needsof the parties involved —
minimizing costs, preserving options, and so forth. Those who would defend the
speaker might claim that it is idealists— not pragmatists—who sway the masses,
incite revolutions, and make political ideology reality. Consider idealists such as
the America's founders, or Mahatma Gandhi, or Martin Luther King. Had these
idealists concerned themselves with short-term survival and immediate needs
rather than with their notions of an ideal society, the United States and India
might still be British colonies, and African Americans might still be relegated to
the backs of buses. Although | concede this point, the plain fact is that such
ideadlists are far fewer in number today.

On the other hand, the claim amounts to an overstatement when it comes to
today's scientific endeavors. In medicine the most common procedures today are
cosmetic;these proceduresstrike me as highly impractical ,given the health risksand
expense involved. Admittedly, today's digital revolution serves a host of practical
concerns,such as communicating and accessing information more quickly and effi-
ciently.Much of chemical research isaso aimed at practicality —at providing conve-
nience and enhancing our immediate comfort.Yet, in many other respectsscientific
research is not driven toward immediate practicality but rather toward broad, long-
term objectives: public health, quality of life,and environmental protection.

Insum, practicality may beour idol today when it comesto education, the arts,and
politics; but with respect to science | find the clam to be an unfair generalization.
Findly,query whether the claim begsthe question. After all, practicalityamountstofar
more than meeting immediate needs;it dso embraceslong-term planning and preven-
tion aimed at ensuring our future quality of life,and our very survival as aspecies.
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Issue 187
Accepting innovations and new ideas

The speaker maintainsthat it iseasy to accept innovation and new ideas, yet difficult
to accept how they are put to use. In my view the speaker hasit backward when it
comes to socio-political ideas, at least in our democratic society. Nevertheless,l tend
to agree with the speaker insofar as scientificinnovation is concerned.

Inthe areasadf politicsand law, new ideas are not often easily accepted.More often
than not,the statusquoaffords peopleameasured security and predictabilityin terms
o what they can expect from their government and what rightsand duties they have
under the law.The civil-rights movement o the 1960s aptly illustratesthis point.The
personal freedoms and rights championed by leading civil-rightsleaders of that era
threatened the status quo, which tolerated discrimination based on race and gender,
thereby sanctioning prgjudice of dl kinds.The resulting civil unrest,especidly the pro-
testsand riotsthat characterized thelate 1960s,was clear evidence that new ideaswere
not welcome. And today those who advocate gay and lesbian rights are encountering
substantia resistance aswell, thistime primarily from certain religiousquarters.

Yd once society grows to accept these new ideas, it seems that it has an easier
timeaccepting how they are put into practice.The explanationfor thisliesin thefact
that our system of laws is based on legd precedent. New ideas must past muster
among the government'slegidative, judicia,and executive branches,and ultimately
thevoters,beforetheseideascan be codified,implemented and enforced.Once they've
passed the test of our democratic and legal systems,they are more readily welcomed
by the citizenry at large.

In contrast,consider innovationsin the natural sciences.It seemsthat we univer-
sly embrace any new technology in the name o progress.Of course there are d-
ways informed dissenters with legitimate concerns. For example, many scientists
strongly opposed the Manhattan Project, by which nuclear warfare was made pos-
sible.Innovationsinvolving alternativeenergy sourcesmeet with resistancefrom those
who rely on and profit from fossl fuels. Some sociologists and psychologists claim
that advancesin Internet technology will alienate society's membersfrom one an-
other. And opponents of genetic engineering predict certain del eterioussocia and
political consequences.

Ye the reasonswhy thesedi ssentersoppose certaininnovationshave to dowith
their potential applications and uses, not with the innovationsthemselves. Edward
Tdler,thefather of the atom bomb,foresaw the benefitsaf atomic energy,yet under-
stood the grave consequences of applying the technology instead for destruction.
Innovationsinvolving aternative energy sources meet with resistance from many
businesses because o their potential application in waysthat will threaten the finan-
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cialinterestsdf these businesses. And thosewho would impede advancesin Internet
technol ogyfear that consumersand busi nesseswill use the technology for crasscom-
mercialism, exploitation, and white-collar crime, rather than for the sorts of educa
tional and communication purposesfor which it was origindly designed. Findly, op-
ponents of geneticengineeringfear that,rather than using it to cure birth defectsand
prevent disease, the technology will be used instead by the wealthy €elite to breed
superior offspring, thereby causing soci ety's socioeconomic gap to widen even fur-
ther, even resulting in the creation of a master rece.

In sum,when it comesto new socid and poalitica ideas,the power and security
afforded by the status quo impedesinitial acceptance, yet by the same token ensures
that the ideas will be applied in ways that will be welcome by our society. On the
other hand, it seemsthat scientificinnovationis readily embraced yet meetsstronger
resistancewhen it comes to gpplying the innovation.

Issue 188

Success: the ability to survive in and adapt and alter one's environment

ARCO

Do academicand professiona successboth involve survivingin anew environment and
eventudly changingit,asthe speaker daims?Regarding academicsuccess,in my view the
speaker overdates the dgnificance d environment. Regarding professiond success the
speaker'sthreshold dam that adgptation is necessary has considerable merit; however,
the extent to which professond success dso entails shaping the environment in which
the professond operatesdependson the typedf professon under consideration.

Turningfirst to academic success,| concede that as studentsadvancefrom grade
school to high schoal, then to college, they must accustom themselvesnot jugt to
new curricula but aso to new environments— compriseddf campuses, classmates,
teachers,and teaching methods. The last itern among thislist is proving particularly
significant in separating successful studentsfrom less successful ones. Ascomputers
and the | nternet are becoming increasingi mportant tool sfor learning academicskills
andfor research,they arein effect transforming our learning environment—at every
educational level. Studentswho fal to adapt to this change will find themselvesfall-
ing behind the pace of their peers.

Otherwise, the speaker's prescription for academic success makes little sense.
Adde from the environmental variableslisted above, academiais a reatively staid
environment over time. The key ingredientsof academic success have dways been,
and will dways be, a student's innate abilities and the effort the student exertsin
applying those abilitiesto increasingly advanced course work. Besides, to assert that
academi c success involves changing one's environment is tantamount to requiring
that studentsalter their school's teaching methodsor physica surroundingsin order
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to be successful students—an assertion that nonsensicaly equates academic study
with educational reform.

Turning next to professiond success, consider the two traditional professions of
law and medicine. A practicing lawyer must stay abreast of new developments and
changesin the law,and a physician must adapt to new and improved medical devices,
and keep pace with new and better ways to treat and prevent diseases. Otherwise,
those professionasrisk losing their competency,and even their professiond licenses.
However,thisis not to say that successin either professiondso requiresthat the prac-
titioner hel pshapethelegal, medical, technological, or ethica environment withinwhich
these professionsoperate. To the contrary,undue time and energy devoted to advanc-
ing the profession can diminish a practitioner'seffectiveness as such. In other words,
legd and medicd reform is best |eft to former practitioners,and to legidators, jurists,
scientists, and academicians. Thus the speaker's dam unfarly overrates the ability to
change one's professiona environment asa key ingredient o professional success.

In contrast,when it comesto certainother professions,such as businessand scien-
tific research, the speaker's dam isfar more compelling. Our most successful business
leadersare not those who merdly maximize shareholder profits, but rather those who
envision alagting contribution to the busness environment and to society,and redize
that vision. The industrial baronsand information-agevisionariesdf the | ate nineteenth
and twenti eth centuries,respectively did not merely adapt to thewindsof businessand
technological change imposed upon them. They dtered the direction of thosewinds,
and to some extent were the fans that blew those winds. Smilally, ultimate successin
scientificresearchliesnot in reacting to new environmentsbut in shapingfutureones—
by preventingdisease,inventing productsthat transformthewaysinwhich weliveand
work, and so forth. Perhaps the most apt example is the fidd o space exploration,
which has nothing to do with adapting to new environments, and everything to do
with discovering them and meking them availableto usin thefirst place.

To sum up,the speaker'sdaim has merit insofar asany individua must adapt to new
environmentsto progressin lifeand to survivein adynamic,ever-changing world. How-
ever, the speaker'ssweeping definition of successoverlookscertain crucia distinctions
between academics and the professions,and between some professionsand others.

Issue 190
The proper use of public resources

The speaker assertsthat using public resourcesto support the artsis unjustifiablein
asociety where some peopl e go without food, jobs,and basic surviva skills. It might
be tempting to agree with the speaker on the badsis that art is not a fundamental
human need, and that government is not entirely trustworthy when it comesto its
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motives and methods. However, the speaker overlooks certain economic and other
societal benefitsthat accrue when government assumesan active role in supporting
the arts.

Theimplicit rationale behind the speaker's statement seems to be that cultural
enrichment pales in importance compared to food, clothing, and shelter.That the
|atter needsare morefundamental isindisputablejafter all what starving personwould
prefer agood painting to even abad meal? Accordingly, | concede that whenit comes
to the use of public resourcesit is entirely appropriate to assign alower priority to
the arts than to these other pressing social problems. Yet, to postpone public arts
funding until we compl etdly eliminate unemployment and hunger would be to post-
pone arts fundingforever;any informed person who believesotherwiseis envision-
ing apure sociaist statewhere thegovernment providesfor dl of itscitizensneeds—
avision which amounts to fantasy.

It might also be tempting to agree with the speaker on the basisthat arts patron-
ageis neither an appropriate nor anecessary function of government.This argument
has considerable merit,in three respects.First, it seemsill-conceived to rel egate deci-
sion and choices about arts funding to a handful of bureaucrats, who are likely to
decide based on their own quirky notions about art, and whose decisions might be
susceptible to influence-peddling. Second, private charity and philanthropy appear
to bediveand wdll today. For example,year after year the Public BroadcastingSysem
is able to survive, and even thrive,on donationsfrom private foundationsand indi-
viduals. Third, government funding requirestax dollarsfrom our pockets—leavingus
with less disposable dollars with which to support the arts directly and more effi-
ciently than any bureaucracy ever could.

On the other hand are two compellingargumentsthat public support for thearts
is desirable,whether or not unemployment and hunger have been eliminated. One
such argument is that by alocating public resourcesto the arts we actually help to
solve these socid problems. Consider Canada's film industry,which is heavily subsi-
dized by the Canadian government,and which providescountless jobsfor film-indus-
try workersas aresult. The Canadian government also providesvariousincentivesfor
American production companies to film and produce their moviesin Canada.These
incentives have sparked a boon for the Canadian economy, thereby stimulating job
growth and wealth that can be applied toward education, job training, and socid
programs.The Canadian exampleis proof that publicartssupport can help solve the
kindsof socia problemswith which the speaker isconcerned.

A second argument against the speaker’s position hasto do with thefunctionand
ultimate objectivesof art. Art servesto lift the human spirit and to put us morein
touch with our feelings, foibles, and fate—in short, with our own humanity. With a
heightened sendtivity to the human condition, we become more others-oriented,
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less self-centered,moregiving of ourselves.In other words,we become amore chari-
table society —morewillingto give to thoselessfortunate than oursel vesin the ways
with which the speaker is concerned.The speaker might argue,d course,that we do
adisserviceto otherswhen welend ahel ping hand—by enablingthem to depend on
usto survive.However,at the heart of this speciousargument liesacertain coldness
and lack of compassion that,in my view, any society should seek to discourage.Be
sides, the argument leads inexorably to certain political, philosophical, and moral
issuesthat this brief essay cannot begin to address.

In the find andysis,the beneficiariesdf public artsfunding are not limited to the
ditistswho stroll through big-city museumsand attend symphoniesand gallery open-
ings,as the speaker might have us believe. Public resourcesallocated to the artscre-
ate jobsfor artists and otherswhose livelihood depends on avibrant, rich culture—
just the sort of culture that breeds charitable concern for the hungry, the helpless,
and the hapless.

Issue 191
Should education devote itself to enriching our personal lives?

Should educatorsfocusequally on enriching students personal livesand on job prepa
ration, as the speaker contends?In my view, preparing students for the mundane
aspects of work should be secondary to providing a broader education that equips
studentswith historical and cultural perspective,aswell asthoughtful and principled
personal vaue systemsand priorities. Paradoxically,it is through the liberal studies,
which providetheseformsaf personal enrichment,that students can aso best pre-
parefor the world of work.

One reason why educatorsshoul d emphasi ze personal enrichment over job prepa:
ration is that rote technical knowledge and skill do not help a student determine
which godsin life are worthwhile and whether the means of attaining those goas
are ethically or moraly acceptable. Liberd studies such as philosophy, history, and
comparative sociology enable students to develop thoughtful and consistent value
systemsand ethical standards, by which students can determine how they can best
put their technical knowledgeand skillsto usein the working world. Thus, by nurtur-
ing the development of thoughtful personal value systems, educators actualy help
prepare studentsfor their jobsand careers.

Another reason why educators should emphasize personal enrichment over job
preparation isthat specific knowledgeand skills needed for jobs are changing more
and more quickly.Thus it would be a waste of our education system to focus on
specific knowledge and skills that will soon become obsolete—at the expense of
providing alasting and personally satisfying educational experience. It seems more
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appropriatetoday for employersto provide the training our workforce needs to per-
form their jobs,freeing up our educatorsto help enrich students'livesin ways that
will serve them in any wak of life.

A third reason why educators should emphasize personally enriching course
work —particul arly anthropol ogy, sociol ogy, history,and political philosophy —isthat
these courses help students understand, appreciate, and respect other people and
their viewpoints. Asthese studentsgrow into working adults they will be better able
to cooperate,compromise,understand variousviewpoints,and appreciate the rights
and duties of coworkers, supervisors, and subordinates. Rote technical knowledge
and skill do little to help us get dong with other people.

Admittedly,certain aspectsdf personal enrichment,especidly spirituality and re-
ligion, should be left for parents and churches to provide; after all, by advocating
teachings of any particular religion, public educators undermine our basic freedom
o religion.Yet it is perfectly appropriate,and useful ,to inform studentsabout various
religious bdliefs, customs and institutions. Learning about different religionsingills
respect,tolerance,and understanding.Moreover,studentsgrow to appreciatecertain
fundamental virtues, such as compassion,virtue,and humility,which dl magor reli-
gionsshare.Through thisappreciation studentsgrow into adultswho can work well
together toward mutualy agreed-upon goals.

In sum, it is chiefly through the more personally enriching libera studies that
educators hel p studentsfully blossom into well-rounded adultsand successful work-
ers.There will awaysbeaneed to train peoplefor specific jobs,df course.However,
since knowledge is advancing so rapidly,employers and job-training programs are
better equipped to provide thisfunction,leaving forma educatorsfree to provide a
broader, more personally enriching education that will serve students throughout
their livesand in any job or career.

Issue 195
Politics—pursuing ideals vs. pursuing a reasonable consensus

ARCO

Isthe proper god of politicsto pursue not anided but rather areasonableconsensus,
as the speaker maintains?l concedethat pursuing consensusisto be preferred over
pursuing illegitimateided s. Otherwise, | find the speaker'sposition troubling. It ig-
noresthefact that a political ideal might be consensusitself,or requiresome measure
o consensus,and it fliesin the face o the nature or politicsand of human nature.
The primary reason for my disagreement with the speaker's positionis that rea
sonable consensus and a political idea need not be mutudly exclusive. In the first
place,if one adopts the view that the ultimate god o public palitics should be to
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achievetheided of peaceamong nations,then attai ning areasonabl e consensusamong
nationson issuesgermaneto world peacewould be, in essence,to achievethisided —
a least tentatively. In the second place,in order to gain the opportunity to pursue
their ided s politicians must build some measure of consensusalong the way. Politics
isabusinessborn not only o idedlism but dso of pragmatism.In order to be effective
a politician must gain and hold onto palitical power,which in turn requires some
degree of pandering and compromising to build a consensus of support for the
politician'sagendas.Modern paliticsis repl ete with ideal -promoterswho refused to
find common ground upon which most people can agree, thereby never affording
themselvesthe chance to pursuetheir idealsin away that might make a difference.

Another reason why | tend to disagree with the speaker'spositionisthat it fliesin
thefaced human nature and the nature of politics.History informs usthat,for better
or worse,it ishuman nature to disagree,and to dominateor be dominated. The harsh
truth is that achieving consensusis jus asillusory as other ideds that politicians
typicaly espouse. Moreover, politicsinherently involves a tug-of-war between con-
flictinginterests. Those inclined to achieve complete consensusare not true political
animals.True politiciansthriveinstead on conflict and on advocating certain agendas
whilefighting to quash others.Thus to assert the politicsshould strivefor consensus
isto deny the nature of politicsand of paliticians.

A third problem with the speaker's position isthat it begs the question: What are
the proper idedsfor politicians?They havelittle to do with consensus,and everything
to do with judtice and fairness. It is idedlisis—not consensus seekers—who sway the
masses,incite revol utionsand make political ideology redity. Consider idedlistssuch as
Americas founders, or Mahama Gandhi, or Martin Luther King. Had these idedlists
concerned themsalveswith consensus building rather than with their notions o an
ideal society,the United States and India might still be British colonies, and African
Americansmight still be relegated to the backsdf buses.This isnot to say that pursuing
idealismis necessarily preferableto pursuing consensus. After dl, legitimateidealsre
quire a certain measure of moraity—that is, they musgt further humanity's best inter-
ests. Condder the many idedigts, such as Stalin and Hitler, who most people would
agree were egregious violators d human rights. Ultimatdy such leaders forfeit their
leadershipasaresult of their illegitimateidealsand meansd pursuing thoseideals.

Findly,lacking idedlism a political leader will tend to seek compromise and rea
sonable consensusfor its own sake. It seems that pure pragmatism breeds a sort of
unprincipled salf-serving that unfortunately pervades contemporary politics. Mo
politiciansseem driven today by their interestin being elected and reelected—thet is,
in short-term survival —rather than by any sense of mission,or even obligation to
their constituency or country. All too often, diplomatic and legal maneuveringsand
negotiations are intended to meet the practical needsof the partiesinvolved: mini-
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mizing costs, preserving options,and so forth. Idealistsare better ableto steer clear of
short-term thinking, near-sighted goal's,and self-serving maneuverings.

In sum, the speaker's call for consensusis ill-conceived. It ignores the fact that
consensusis a necessary meansto achieving political ideals,if not part-and-parcel of
those ideds. Moreover, politicians are not by nature consensus seekers, nor are hu-
mans by nature inclined to consensus. In the final analysis, the statement is
wrongheaded;what politicsisabout,and should be about,isthe pursuit of idealsthat
accord with the shared interestsof al humanity.

Issue 196
Does technology threaten our quality of life?

ARCO

Whether technol ogy enhancesor diminishesour overall quaity of lifedependslargely
on the type of technology one is considering.While mechanical automation may
have diminished our quality of life,on balance, digital automation is doing more to
improvelife than to undermineits quality.

Firg consider mechanical automation, particularly assembly-line manufacturing.
With automation camealossdf pridein and alienationfrom one'swork.In thissense,
automation both diminished our quality of life and rendered us davesto machinesin
our inability to reverse“progress.” Admittedly, mechanical automati onspawned entire
industries, creating jobs, stimulating economic growth, and supplying a plethora of
innovative conveniences. Neverthel ess, the sociological and environmental price of
progress may have outweighed its benefits.

Next consider digital technology. Admittedly,this newer form of technology has
brought its own brand of alienation,and has adversely affected our quality o lifein
other ways as well. For example,computer automation,and especially the Internet,
breedsinformation overload and steal sour time and attention away fromfamily,com-
munity,and coworkers. In these respects, digital technology tends to diminish our
quality of life and createits own legion of human daves.

On the other hand, by rel egating repetitivetasksto computers, digital technology
has spawned great advances in medicine and physics, helping us to better under-
stand the world, to enhance our health,and to prolong our lives. Digital automation
has also emancipated architects, artists,designers,and musicians, by expanding cre-
ative possibilitiesand by saving time. Perhapsmost important, however,information
technol ogy makes possible universal access to information, thereby providing a de-
mocratizinginfluence on our culture.

In sum, while mechanical automation may have created a society of daves to
modern conveniencesand unfulfilling work, digital automation holds more promise
for improving our liveswithout endaving us to the technology.
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Issue 197
Are nations necessarily connected when it comes to their well-being?

| strongly agreethat each nation's progressand well-beingare now tied to the progress
and well-being of other nations. In the pursuit o its citizens economic and socid
welfare, aswell astheir safety, security,and health,each nation today createsaripple
effect—sometimes beneficiad and sometimesdetrimental —feltaround the globe. And,
although| disagreethat our global interconnectednessisnecessary,in dl likelihood it
iswith usto day.

Turningfirst to economic progress and well-being, the economic pursuitsof any
nation today are not merely connected to but actualy interwovenwith those of other
nations.|n some casesone nation'sprogressisanother's problem.For instance,strong
economic growth in the U.S Attractsinvestment in U.S equitiesfrom foreign inves
tors, to the detriment of foreign businessinvestments,which become less attractive
by comparison.Or consider the global repercussionsaof devel oped nations over-con-
sumption of natural resources mined from emerging nations. Having been exploited
oncefor thessked fueling the high standard of living in the devel oped world, emerging
nationsare now being pressured to comply with the same energy conservation poli-
ciesastheir exploiters—eventhough they did not contribute to the problemsgiving
rise to these policies, and cannot afford to make the sacrifices involved. Fndly, d-
though international drug trafficking provides an economic boon for the rogue na
tions supplying the drugs,it carriesdeleteriouseconomic, social,and public-health
consequencesfor user nations.

In other casesthe economic connection between nationsis synergistic—either
mutualy beneficia or detrimental. A financial criss—or a political crisisor natural
disaster —in one country can spell troublefor foreign companies,many of whichare
now multinational in that they rely on the labor forces,equipment,and raw materials
o other nations. And, as trade barriers and the virtua distance between nations
collapse,the result iseconomic synergiesamong dl trading nations. For instance,the
economic wel-being of Middle Eag nations relies almost entirely on demand from
oil-consuming nations such as the United States,which depend on a steady supply
from the Middle Eagt.

Nations have a so becomeinterconnectedin the pursuit of scientificand techno-
logicd progress. And whileit might be tempting to hasten that the ripples generdly
benefit other nations, often one nation's pursuit of progress spells trouble for other
nations. For exampl e, the devel opment of nuclear weapons and biologica and chemi-
cal agentsaffords the nation possessingthem political and military leverage over other
nations. And, global computer connectivity has served to heighten national-security
concernsd dl connected nations—who can eedly fdl prey to Internet espionage.
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Findly, the world's nations have become especialy interconnected in terms of
their public health. Prior to the modem industrial age, no nation had the capacity to
inflict lasting environmental damage on other nations. But, as that age draws to a
closeit isevident that so-cdled industrial " progress' has carried del eteriousenviron-
mental consequencesworldwide.Consider for instancethedepletiond atmospheric
ozone,which haswarmed the earth to the point that it threatensthe very survival of
the human species. And, we are now learning that dear-cutting the world'srainforests
can set into motion achain of anima extinction that threatens the delicate baance
upon which dl animas—including humans— depend.

In closing, | take exception to the statement only insofar as a nation can ill
pursue progressand thewell-being of itsown citizensin relativeisolation from other
nations. And | concede that in the future the world's nations might respond to the
health and security risksd the rippl e effect that I've described by adoptingisolation-
ist trade, communications,and military policies. Yet, having benefited from the eco-
nomic synergies which free trade and global financial markets afford, and having
seen the potential for progress technological revolution has brought about, | think
that the world's nationswill be willing to assume those risks.

Issue 201

Should educators provide students with a set of ideas or with job preparation?

ARCO

Should educatorsteach valuesor focusinstead on preparing studentsfor jobs?In my
view the two are not mutually exclusive. It is by helping students develop their own
principlesfor living,aswell as by ingtillingin them certain fundamental vaues, that
educators best prepare young peoplefor the world of work.

One reasonfor my viewpoint is that rote learning of facts,figures,and technical
skillsdoesnot hel p usdeterminewhich goasareworthwhileand whether the means
o attaining those godls are ethically or moraly acceptable. In other words, strong
valuesand ethical standardsare needed to determine how we can best put our rote
knowledgeto usein theworkingworld.Thus, by hel ping studentsdevel op athought-
ful,principled vaue system educators actually help prepare studentsfor jobs.

Another reason for my viewpoint liesin the fact that technologydriven indus-
triesaccount for an ever-increasing portion of our jobs. Asadvancesin technology
continue to accelerate, specific knowledge and skills needed for jobs will change
more and more quickly. Thus it would be awaste of our educationsystemtofocuson
specific knowledge and job skillsthat might soon become obsolete—at the expense
of teaching vaues. It seems more appropriate today for employersto provide the
training our workforce needsto performtheir jobs,freeing up our educatorsto help
students devel op guiding principlesfor their careers.
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Besdeshe pingstudentsdevel op their own thoughtful vauesystems, educators should
ingtill in studentscertai n bas ¢ va ues upon which any democrati csoci ety depends;other-
w i s e ,freedom to chooseour own jobsand careersmight not surviveinthelongterm.
Thesevduesinclude principlesd fairness and equity upon which our sysem o lawsis
based,aswdl asthevauesd tolerance and respect when it comesto the viewpointsof
others. It ssemsto me that these basic values can best by indtilled a an early egein a
cassroom setting, where young studentscan work out their value sysemsasthey inter-
act with their peers.Moreover,as studentsgrow i nto working adults, practicing the basic
vauesd fairness and respect they learned as students serves them wel in their jobs At
the workplace these va ues manifest themsalvesin aworker'sability to cooperate,com-
promise, understand various viewpointsand appreci ate the rightsand dutiesof cowork-
ers,supervisors,and subordinates. This ability cannot help but serve any worker'scareer
gods,aswel asenhancing overd| workplace productivity.

Admittedly,values and behavioral standards specificto certain religionsare best
left to parentsand churches. After dl, by advocating the values and teachingsd any
particular religion public educators undermine our basic freedom of religion. How-
ever, by exposing studentsto various religious beliefs,educators promote the va ues
of respect and tolerance when it comes to the viewpointsdf others. Besdes,in my
observation certain fundamental va ues—such as compassion,virtue,and humility—
are common to al maor religions. By appreciating certain fundamental values that
we should dl hold in common,studentsare more likey to grow into adultswho can
work together at the workplace toward mutualy agreed-upon gods.

In sum,only when educators help students devel op their own principlesfor liv-
ing, and when they instill certain fundamental values, do young people grow into
successful working adults. Although there will always be a need to train people for
specific jobs, in our technological society where knowledge advances so rapidly,
employersand job training programs are better equipped to provide this function—
leaving formal educatorsto equip studentswith a moral compassand ballast to pre-
vent them from being tossed about aimlesdy in aturbulent vocational sea.

Issue 203
Do a society's heroes or its heroines reflect its character?

The speaker damsthat the character of asociety'sheroesand heroines('heroes here-
after) reflectsthe character of that society. | tend to disagree.ln my observation asoci-
ety choosesasits heroes not people who mirror the society but rather people whose
character society'smemberswish they could emulate but cannot—for want of charac-
ter. Nevertheless| concedethat one particular type of hero—the sociopoalitical hero—
by definition mirrorsthe character o the society whose causesthe hero champions.
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Frgt consider the sportshero, whom in my observation soci ety choosesnot merdly
by virtue o athletic prowess.Some accomplished athleteswe consider heroesbecause
they have overcome significant obstacles to achieve their gods. For example, Lance
Armstrongwas not the first Tour de France cycling championfrom the U.S.;yet hewas
the first to overcome a lifethreateningillness to win the race. Other accomplished
athleteswe consi der heroesbecausethey give back to the soci ety which lionizesthem.
AsMohammed Ali fought not just for boxingtitlesbut asofor racia equality,so basebal
hero Mak McGuire fightsnow for disadvantaged children,while basketball hero Magic
Johnson fightsfor AIDS research and awareness. Yet, do the character traitsand result-
ing charitable effortsof sportsheroesreflect amilar traits and efforts among our soci-
ety at large? No; they smply reved that we admire these traits and efforts in other
peopl e,and wish we could emulate them—but for our own personal falings.

Next consider the military hero, who gains heroic stature by way of courage in
battle,or by otherwisefacing certain defeat and emerging victorious. Former presiden-
tid hopeful John McCain, whom even his political opponentslaud as awar hero for
having not only endured years of tortureasa prisoner of war but also for continuingto
serve hiscountry afterward.Do his patriotismand mettle reveal our society'strue char-
acterCertainlynot.They reved only that weadmirehis courage,fortitude,and strength.

On the other hand, consider athird type of hero: the champion of social causes
who inspiresand incitessociety to meaningful political and social change.Such lumi-
nariesas|ndiasMahamaGandhi,America’s Martin L uther King,SouthAfricas Nelson
Mandela,and Poland's Lech Lavesacomeimmediately to mind.This unique brand of
hero doesreflect,and indeed must reflect,the character of the hero's society. After
al,itisthefunction o the social championto cdl attention to the character of soci-
ety,which having viewed itsreflection in the hero isincited to act bravely —in accor-
dancewith its collective character.

In sum, I agreewith the speaker'sclaim only with respect to championsof society's
socia causes.Otherwise,what society deems heroic reflectsinstead a basic,and uni-
versal,human need for paragons—to whom we can refer as metaphorsfor the sorts
of virtuesthat for lack of character we cannot ourselvesreflect.

Issue 207
Rituals and ceremonies and cultural identity

ARCO

The speaker assertsthat ritualsand ceremonies are needed for any culture or group
o peopleto retain astrong sense o identity.| agree that one purpose o ritual and
ceremony is to preserve cultural identity,at least in modern times. However, thisis
not their sole purpose; nor are ritua and ceremony the only means of preserving
cultural identity.
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| agree with the speaker insofar asone purpose of ritual and ceremony in today's
world isto preserve cultural identity. NativeAmerican tribes,for example, cling tena
cioudly to their traditional ceremonies and rituals,which typically tell a story about
tribal heritage. The reason for maintaining theseritualsand customslieslargely in the
tribes 500-year struggle against assimilation, even extinction, at the hands of Euro-
pean intruders. An outward display of traditional customs and distinct heritage is
needed to put theworld on notice that each tribeisadistinct and autonomous peopl e,
with its own heritage, values, and ideas. Otherwise, the tribe riskstotal assimilation
and lossof identity.

Thelack of meaningful ritual and ceremony in homogenous mainstreamAmerica
underscores this point. Other than a few gratuitous ceremonies such as weddings
and funerals,we maintain no common ritualsto set usapart from other cultures.The
reason for thisis that as a whole America has little cultural identity of its own any-
more. Instead, it has become a patchwork quilt of many subcultures, such as Native
Americans,Haddic Jews, Amish, and urban African Americans—each of which resort
to some outward demonstration of itsdistinctivenessin order to establish and main-
tain a unique cultural identity.

Nevertheless, preserving cultural identify cannot be the only purpose of ritual
and ceremony. Otherwise, how would one explain why isolated cultures that don't
need to distinguishthemsel vesto preserve their identity neverthelessengageintheir
own distinct rituals and ceremonies? In fact, the initial purpose of ritual and cer-
emony is rooted not in cultural identity but rather superstition and spiritual belief.
Theoriginal purpose df aritual might have beento frightenaway evil spirits,to bring
about weather conditions favorableto bountiful harvests,or to entreat the godsfor a
successful hunt or for victory in battle. Even today some primitivecultures engagein
rituals primarily for such reasons.

Nor are ritual and ceremony the only means of preserving cultural identity. For
example,ourAmish culturedemonstratesitsdistinctivenessthrough dressand lifestyle.
HasidicJews set themselvesapart by their dress,vocational choices,and dietary hab-
its. And African Americans distinguish themselves today by their manner of speech
and gesture. O course, these subcultures havetheir own distinct waysof cerebrating
events such asweddings,coming of age,and so forth.Yet ritual and ceremony are not
the primary means by which these subcultures maintain their identity.

In sum, to prevent total cultural assimilation into our modern-day homogenous
soup, asubculture with a unique and proud heritage must maintain an outward dis
play of that heritage—by way of ritual and ceremony. Nevertheless,ritual and cer-
emony serve a spiritual function as well —one that haslittle to do with preventing
cultural assimilation.Moreover,ritualsand ceremonies are not the only meansof pre-
serving cultural identity.
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Issue 208

Do people's appearance and behavior reveal society's ideas and values?

ARCO

This statement generalizes unfairly that the way people look, dress,and act revedls
their attitudesand their society's vaues. In my view, while in certain respectsthe
habitsand customsadf apeopleareaccurateindicatorsad their attitudesand vaues,in
other respects they are not.

Turning first to the way people look and dress, certain aspectsdf the outward
appearance d aculture's people do inform usd their ideas, attitudes, and values. A
society whose members tend to be obese might place a high vaue on indulgence
and pleasure, and alow vaue on physical health. A general preference for ready-
made,inexpensive clothing might indicate a preferencefor practicality or for saving
rather than spending. And, asociety whose membersprefer to wear clothing that is
traditional and distinct to that society isone that va uestradition over modernization.
In other respects,however,the way peoplelook and dressis not afunction o their
attitudes and vaues but rather their climatic and work environment. In harsh cli-
mates peopl e bundle up, while in hot, humid climates they go with few clothes.In
developed nations people dress for indoor work and their skin appears pink and
supple,whilein agrarian culturespeopl e dressfor outdoor work and appear weather-
beaten.

| turn next to the way people act. The habits, rituals and lifestyles of a culture
often do provide accurate signas about its values. For instance, a society character-
ized by overconsumptionis clearly onethat valuescomfort and convenienceover a
healthy environment. And,a society whose membersbehavein agentedl ,respectful,
and courteous manner toward one another is one which valueshuman dignity,while
asociety d peoplewho act in a hateful manner toward others dearly placesalow
value on respect for othersand on tolerance of other people'sopinionsand beliefs.
In other respects, however,the way people behave can belie their attitudesand va-
ues. For instance,a soci ety whose memberstend to work long hours might appear to
place ahigh value on work for its own sake, when in redlity thesework habits might
be born o financial necessity for these people,who would prefer moreleisuretime
if they could afford it.

Fndly, the statement overlooksa crucial distinction between free societiesand
oppressed ones. Free soci eti es,such as contemporary America, are characterized by a
panoply o rituals, behaviors,and mannersdf dressamong its members. Such diver-
Sty in appearances surely indicates a society that places a high vaue on individual
freedomsand cultural diversity. Accordingly,it might seem that a society whose mem-
berssharesmilar ritualswaysd dressing,and public behaviorsplacesalow vaueon
individua freedomsand cultural diversty.However,any student o modern Commu-
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nism and Fascismwoul d recognize cultural homogeneity asan impositionon society's
members,who would happily display their preferencefor individuality and diversity
but for their oppressors.

To sum up, whilethe statement has merit,it amountsto an unfair generalization.
The way that peoplelook,dress,and act is often bred of necessity,not of attitude or
vaues. And in oppressed societies peopl e's customs and habits belie their true atti-
tudesand valuesin any event.

Issue 209
Progress through discourse among people

The speaker contends that progressis best made through discourse among people
with opposing opinions and viewpoints.| strongly agree with this contention. In dl
realms of human endeavor,including the behaviora and natural sciencesas well as
government and law, debate and disagreement form the foundation for progress.

Regarding the physical sciences, our scientific method is essentially a cdl for
progress through opposition. Any new theory must withstand rigorous scientific
scrutiny. Moreover the history of theoretical scienceisessentialy a history of oppos
ing theories. A current example involves two contrary theories o physics wave
theory and quantum theory.During thelast 20 years or so scientistshave been strug-
glingto disprove one or the other,or to reconcilethem. By way of thisintensedebate,
theorists have developed a new so-called "string” theory which indeed reconciles
them—at least mathematically.

Althoughstrings' have yet to be confirmed empiricaly,string theory might turn
out to providethe unifying lawsthat al matter in the universe obeys.

The importance of opposing theoriesis not limited to the purely physica sci-
ences. Researchersinterestedin human behavior havefor sometime been embroiled
in the so-caled"nature-nurture'debate, which involveswhether behaviord traitsare
afunction of genetic disposition and brain chemistry ("nature") or of learning and
environment ("nurture”). Not surprisingly,psychologistsand psychieatristshave tradi-
tionally adopted sharply opposing stancesin thisdebate. Ard it is this very debate
that hassparked researchersto discover that many behavioral traitsarelargdy afunc-
tion of the unique neurological structure of each individua's brain,and not afunc-
tion of nurture. These and further discoveriescertainly will lead to progressin dedl-
ing effectively with pressing socia issuesin the fields of education, juvenile ddlin-
quency, crimina reform, and mental illness. The outcomes of the debate aso carry
important implicationsabout cul pability and accountability in theeyesof the law.In
short, the nature-nurturedebatewill continueto serveasacatalyst for progressacross
the entire socia spectrum.
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Thevaued discourse between peopl e with opposing viewpointsis not limited
to the physical and behavioral sciences.In government and politics, progressin hu-
man rightscomestypically through dissension from and challengesto the status quo;
in fact, without disagreement among factions with opposing viewpoints, political
oppressionand tyranny would go unchecked.Smilarly,in thefieldsdf civil and crimi-
nal law, juristsand legidatorswho upholdand defend legal precedent must face con-
tinual opposition from those who question the fairness and relevance of current
laws. This ongoing debate is critical to the vitality and relevance of our system of
laws.

Higtory informsusdf the chilling effect suppression of free discourse and debate
can have on progress.Consider the Soviet Refusenik movement of the 1920s.During
thistime period the Soviet government,attempted not only to control the direction
and the goalsaof scientific research but aso to distort the outcomesof that research.
During the 1920s the Soviet government quashed certain areas of scientificinquiry,
destroyed research facilities and libraries,and caused the sudden disappearance of
scientistswho were engaged in research that the state viewed as a potential threat.
Not surprisingly,during this time period no significant advancesin scientific knowl-
edge occurred under the auspices of the Soviet government.

In sum, the speaker correctly assertsthat it is through discourse, disagreement,
and debate between opposing viewpoints that true progress can best be made. In-
deed, advancesin science,social welfare,government and law depend on the debate.

Issue 210

Are people free to choose a career?

ARCO

The speaker believesthat economic and other pragmatic concerns are what drive
peopl€e's career decisions,and that very few people are free to choose their careers
based on their talentsand interests.| tend to disagree; although practical consider-
ationsoften play asignificantrolein occupational trends,ultimately the drivingforces
behind people'scareer decisionsare individual interest and ability.

At first glancethe balance of empirical evidencewould seem to lend consider-
able credence to the speaker's claim. The most popular fields of study for students
today are the computer sciences—fiddscharacterized by a rdative glut of job op-
portunities.Graduates with degreesin liberal arts often abandon their chosen fidds
because they cannot find employment,and reenter school in search of more*“practi-
cal" careers. Even peoplewho have aready achieved successin their chosenfidd are
often forced to abandon them due to pragmatic concerns. For example, many tal-
ented and creative people from the entertainment industry find themsa ves | ooking
for other,lesssatisfying, kindsdf work when they turn 40 yearsof age becauseindus
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try executivesprefer younger artistswho are"tuned in" to the younger demographic
group that purchasesentertainment products.

However, upon further reflection it becomes clear that the relationship be-
tween career-seekers and the supply of careers is an interdependent one, and
thereforeit isunfair to generalize about which one drivesthe other. Consider,for
example, the two mainstream fields of computer science and law. In the com-
puter industry it might appear that supply clearly drives job interest— and under-
standably so, given the highly lucrativefinancial rewards. But,would our legions
of talented programmers,engineers, scientists, and technicians redly pursue their
careers without a genuine fascination,a passion,or at least an interest in those
areas?l think not.

Conversdy,consider thefield of law,in whichit would appear that demand drives
the job market, rather than vice versa. The number of applicationsto law schools
soared during the civil rights movement of the 1960s, and again in the 1980s during
the run of the popular television seriesL.A. Law. More recently,the number of stu-
dentspursuing paraegal and criminal-justicecareers spiked during and immediatdly
after the O.J.Simpson trial . Query,though,whether theseaspiring lawyersand parae
gaswould have been sufficiently motivated had the supply of jobs and the financia
rewardsnot aready been waitingfor them upon graduation.

Another compelling argument againg the speaker's clam has to do with the
myriad o waysinwhich peopleearn their living. Admittedly,the job market islargey
clustered around certain mainstream industriesand types of work. Nevertheless, if
one peersbeyond these mai nstream occupati onal areasit becomesevident that many,
many people do honor their true interests and talents—in spite of where most job
openingslieand regardlessdf their financial rewards. Cresative people seemto havea
knack for creating their own unique vocational niche—whetherit beinthe visud or
the performing arts; many animal lovers create work which alows them to express
that love. Caregiversand nurturers manage to find work teaching, socializing,coun-
seling, and healing others. And people bitten by the travel bug generaly have little
troublefinding satisfying careersin the travel industry.

In sum, the speaker's threshold claim that it is strictly the pragmatic concerns
of job availability and financial compensation that drive people's career decisions
overamplifiesboth why and how peoplemake career choices. Resides,the speaker's
fina clam that people are not free to choose their work violates my intuition. In
the final analysis,people are ultimately free to choose their work;it's jud that they
often chooseto betray their true talentsand interestsfor the sake of practical ,eco-
nomic considerations.
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Issue 212
Do worthy ends justify any means?

ARCO

The speaker assertsthat if agod isworthy then ay means o attaining that god is
judtifiable. In my view thisextreme position missesthe point entirely. Whether certain
meansare judtifiablein reachingagod must be determined on acase-by-case basis by
weighingthe benefitsof attainingthegod against the costs,or harm,that might accrue
aong the way. This appliesequally to individual goasand to societal gods.

Consider thegoa of completingamarathon runningrace. If | need to reduce ny
workinghoursto train for the race, thereby jeopardizingmy job,or if I run ahigh risk
of incurring a permanent injury by training enough to prepare adequately for the
event,then perhapsmy god is not worth attaining. Yet if | am a physicaly challenged
person with the god of completing a highly-publicized marathon, risking financial
hardship or long-term injury might be worthwhile, not only for my own personal
satisfaction but also for the inspiration that attaining the goa would provide many
others.

Or consider the god of providing basic food and shelter for an innocent child.
Anyonewould agreethat thisgod ishighly worthy —considered apart from the means
used to achieveit. But what if those meansinvolvestealing from others?Or what if
they involve employing the child in a sweatshop at the expense o educating the
child?Clearly,determining the worthinessdf such goals requires that we confront
mord dilemmas, which we each solveindividualy —based on our own conscience,
value system,and notionsadf fairnessand equity.

On asocietal level we determine the worthinessaof our goalsin much the same
way —by weighing competing interests. For instance, any thoughtful person would
agree that reducing air and water pollution is a worthy societal god; dean air and
water reduce the burden on our health-care resources and improves the quaity of
life for everyone in society. Yet to attain this goa would we be judtified in forcing
entireindustriesout o business,thereby runningthe risk of economic paraysisand
widespread unemployment?Or consider Americasinterventionin Irag'sinvasion of
Kuwait. Did our dual interest in acontinuingflow o oil to theWes and in deterring
apotential threat against the security of the world justify our committing resources
that could have been used instead for domestic social-welfare programs—or amyriad
of other productive purposes?Both issuesunderscorethefact that the worthinessof
asocietal god cannot be considered apart from the meansand adverse consequences
of attaining that goal.

In sum, the speaker begsthe question. The worthinessdf any goa, whether it be
personal or societal,can be determined only by weighing the benefitsof achieving
the goa against its costs—to usaswell asothers.
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Issue 214
Society's duty to identify children with special talents

| agree that we should attempt to identify and cultivate our children'stalents. How-
ever,in my view the statement goes too far, by suggesting that selected children re-
ceive special attention. If followed to the letter,thissuggestion carries certain social,
psychologica ,and human-rightsimplicationsthat might turn out to be more harmful
than beneficial —not just to children but to the entire society.

At first blush the statement appears compelling. Although | am not astudent of
developmental psychology,nmy understanding isthat unlesscertaininnatetalentsare
nurtured and cultivated during early childhood those tal ents can remainforever dor-
mant;and both the child and the society stand to lose asaresult. After dl, how can a
childwhoismusicdly gifted ever see those giftscome to fruition without accessto a
musica instrument?Or, how can a child who has a gift for linguistics ever learn a
foreign language without at least some exposure to it?Thus | agree with the state-
ment insofar as any society that valuesits own futurewell-being must be attentive to
itschildren'stalents.

Beyond this concession,however, | disagree with the statement because it seems
to recommend that certain children receivespecial attention at the expense o other
children—arecommendation that | find troubling in three respects.First, this policy
would requirethat asociety of parents make choicesthat they surely will never agree
upon to begin with—for example, how and on what basi seach child's talentsshould
be determined,and what sortsof talentsare most worth society'stime,attention,and
resources.While society'sparentswoul d never reach areasonabl e consensuson these
issues,it would be irresponsibleto leave these choicesto ahandful of legidatorsand
bureaucrats. After all, they are unlikely to have the best interestsof our childrenin
mind,and their choiceswould be tainted by their own quirky, biased,and otherwise
wrongheaded notionsof what constitutesworthwhiletalent. Thus the unanswerable
question becomes:Who is to make these choicesto begin with?

Secondly,a public policy whereby some children receive preferential treatment
carriesdangeroussociological implications.The sort of selectivity that the statement
recommends might tend to split society into two factions: talented elitists and dl
others.In my view any democratic society should abhor apolicy that breedsor exac-
erbates socioeconomic disparities.

Thirdly,in suggesting that it isin,society's best interest to identify especidly td-
ented children, the statement assumes that talented children are the ones who are
mogt likely to contribute greatly to the society as adults.| find thisassumption some-
what dubious,for | see no reason why atalented child, having received the benefit of
specia attention, might nevertheless be unmotivated to ply those talents in useful
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ways as an adult. In fact,in my observation many talented people who misuse their
talents—in waysthat harm the very society that hel ped nurture those talents.

Findly,the statement ignoresthe psychol ogical damagethat a preferentia policy
might inflict on dl children.While children selected for specia treatment grow to
deem themselvessuperior,thoseleft out fed that they aworth lessasaresult.| think
any astute child psychologist would warn that both typesadf cases portend psycho-
logical trouble later in life. In my view we should favor policies that affirm the sglf-
worth of every child,regardlessd hisor her taents—or lack thereof.Otherwise,we
will quickly devolve into asociety o peoplewho cheapen their own humanity.

In thefind anaysis,when we help our childrenidentify and develop their talents
wearedl better off.But if we help only some children to devel op only some talents,
| fear that on balance wewill dl be worse off.

Issue 216
Are most important discoveries and creations accidental?

The speaker contends that most important discoveries and creations are acciden-
tal —that they come about when we are seeking answers to other questions. | con-
cede that this contention finds considerable support from important discoveriesd
the past. However,the contention overstatesthe rol e of accident, or serendipity when
it comesto modernday discoveries—and when it comesto creations.

Turning first to discoveries,| agree that discovery often occurs when we unex-
pectedly happen upon something in our quest for something else—such as an an-
swer to an unrelated question or a solution to an unrelated problem. A variety o
geographical ,scientific,and anthropol ogical discoveriesaptly illugtrate this point.In
search o atraderoute to theWes Indies Columbusdiscovered instead an inhabited
continent unknown to Europeans,;and during the coursedf an unrelated experiment
Heming accidentally discovered penicillin.In search of answersto questionsabout
marine organisms,oceanographersoften happen upon previoudy undiscovered,and
important,archeol ogical artifactsand geologica phenomena;conversdly,in their quest
to understandthe earth's structure and history geol ogistsoften stumbleupon impor-
tant human artifacts.

Inlight of theforegoing examples,“intentional discovery"might seem an oxyrno-
ron;yet in fact it is not. Many important discoveries are anticipated and sought out
purposefully. For instance,in their effortsto find new celestial bodies astronomers
using increasingly powerful telescopesdo indeed find them. Biochemistsoften dis
cover important new vaccines and other biologica and chemical agentsfor the cur-
ing, preventing,and treating of diseases not by stumbling upon them in search of
something el se but rather through methodical search for these discoveries.Infact,in
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today'sworld discovery isbecoming increasingly an anticipated result of careful plan-
ning and methodical research, for the reason that scientific advancement now re
quires significant resources that only large corporationsand governments possess.
These entitiesare accountable to their shareholders and constituents,who demand
clear strategiesand objectivesso that they can see areturn on their investments.

Turning next to how our creations typically come about, in marked contrast to
discoveries,creations are by nature products of their creators purposeful designs.
Consider humankind'skey creations,such asthe printing press,theinternal combus-
tion engine, and semi-conductor technology. Each of these inventionssprung quite
intentionally from the inventor's imagination and objectives. It is crucia to distin-
guish here between acreation and the spin-offsfrom that creation,which the origina
creator may or may not foresee. For instance,the engineersat a handful of univers-
tieswho origindly created the ARPAnet as a means to transfer data amongst them-
salves certainly intended to create that network for that purpose.What these engi-
neersdid not intend to create, however,waswhat would eventually grow to become
the infrastructure for mass mediaand communications,and even commerce.Yet the
ARPAnet itsdf was no accident, nor are the many creations that it spawned, such as
theWorldWideWeb and the countless creationsthat theWeb hasin turned spawned.

In sum, the speaker has overlooked a crucial distinction between the nature of
discovery and the nature of creation. Although serendipity has dways played a key
rolein many important discoveries,at least up until now, purposeful intent is neces-
sarily the key to human creation.

Issue 218
Must art be widely understood to have merit?

The speaker's assertion that art must be widely understood to have merit is
wrongheaded.The speaker misunderstandsthefinal objectivedt art,which haslittle
to do with cognitive"understanding.”

First consider the musical art form.The fact that the listener must "understand”
the composer's artistic expression without the benefit o words or visud images
forcesusto ask:“What isthereto understandin thefirst place?” Of course, thelistener
can dways struggleto appreciate how the musical piece employsvarious harmonic,
mel odic,and rhythmic principles.Yet it would be absurd to assert that the objective
of musicisto chalengethelistener'sknowledge of music theory.Infact,listeningto
music is Smply an encounter —an experience to be accepted at face vaue for its
aural impact on our spirit and our emotions.

Next consider the art formsaof painting and scul pture.In the context of these art
forms,the speaker seemsto suggest that if we cannot dl understand what thework is
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supposed to represent, then we should dismissthe work as worthless. Agan, how-
ever,the speaker missesthe point of art. Only by provoking and challenging us,and
inciting our emotions,imagination,and wonder do paintingsand scul pturehold merit.
Put another way,if the test for meritoriousart wereitsability to be clearly understood
by every observer, then our most valuable art would smply imitate the mundane
physical world around us. A Polaroid picture taken by a monkey would be consid-
ered greet art, while the abstract works o Pollock and Picasso would be worth no
more than the salvage vaue o the materias used to create them.

Findly,consider art forms such as poetry, song,and prose,where the use o la+
guageis part-and-parcel of theart. It iseasy to assume that wherewordsareinvolved
they must be strung together in understandable phrasesin order for the art to have
any merit. Moreover, if thewriter-arti st resortsexclusvely to obscurewordsthat people
smply do not know,then the art can convey nothing beyond the alliterativeor ono-
matopoei cimpact that the words might havewhen uttered aloud. However,in poetry
and song the writer-artist often uses words asimagery —to conjure up feelingsand
evoke viscerd reactionsin the reader or listener. In these cases stanzas and verses
need not be"understood'to have merit,as much asthey need be experiencedfor the
imagesand emotionsthey evoke.

When it comes to prose, admittedly the writer-artist must use words to convey
cognitiveidess—for example, to help the reader follow the plot of anovd. In these
casesthe art mugt truly be"understood” on alinguisticand cognitivelevd ; otherwise
it is mere gibberish—without merit except perhapsas adoorstop. Neverthel ess,the
final objective even of literatureisto move the reader emotionally and spiritualy —
not Smply to inform. Thus, even though a reader might understand the twists and
turns o anove's plot intellectualy,what's the point if the reader has come away
unaffected in emotion or spirit?

In the final analysis,whether art must be understood by most people,or by any
person,in order for it to have merit begs the question. To "understand"art a person
need only have eyesto see or earsto hear,and asoul tofedl.

Issue 221

The chief benefit of the study of history

ARCO

I concede that basic human nature has not changed over recorded history,and that
coming to appreciatethisfact by studying history can be beneficial in how weliveas
asociety. However,| disagree with the statement in two respects.First,in other ways
there are marked differencesbetween peopled different time periods,and learning
about those differences can be jus as beneficial. Second, studying history carries
other equaly important benefitsaswell.
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| agreewith the statement insofar as through the earnest study of human history
we learn that basic human nature— our desires and motives, as well asour fearsand
foibles—has remained constant over recorded time. And through thisrealizationwe
can benefit as a society in dealing more effectively with our enduring social prob-
lems. History teachesus,for examplethat it isamistaketo attempt to legidate mora-
ity, because humans by nature resist having their moral choicesforced upon them.
History aso teachesusthat our mgjor socid illsare here to Say, because they spring
from human nature. For instance, crime and violence have troubled amost every
society;dl manner of reform, prevention,and punishment have been tried with only
partial success.Today, the trend appearsto be avay from reform toward a“tough-on-
crime" approach,to no avail.

However beneficial it might be to appreciate the unchanging nature of human-
kind,it is equally beneficia to understand and appreciate significant differencesbe-
tween peoplesof differenttime periods—intermsof cultural mores,customs,values,
and ideals. For example, the ways in which societies have treated women, ethnic
minorities,animals,and the environment have continually evolved over the course of
human history.Society'sattitudestoward artistic expression, literature,and scientific
and intellectual inquiry are dso in a continual state of evolution. And, perhaps the
most significant sort of cultural evolution involves spiritual beliefs, which have d-
waysspun themselvesout, albeit uneasily,through clashes between established tradi-
tionsand more enlightenedviewpoints. A heightened awarenessof dl these aspects
of cultural evolution hel p us formulate informed, reflective,and enlightened values
and idealsfor ourselves,and our society clearly benefitsas a result.

Another problem with the statement is that it undervaluesother, equally impor-
tant benefitsof studying history.Learning about the courage and tenacity of history's
greet explorers,|eaders,and other achieversinspires us to smilar accomplishments,
or a least to face own fearsas we travel through life. Learning about the mistakesof
past soci eties hel psusavoid repeating them. For instance theworld isdowly coming
tolearn by studying history that political stateswhoseauthority stemsfrom suppres-
sion of individual freedomsinvariably fal of their own oppressiveweight. And,learn-
ing about one's cultural heritage,or roots,fostersahedthy senseof sdf and cultivates
aninterestin preserving art,literature,and other cultural artifacts—all of whichserve
to enrich society.

To sum up, history informs us that basic human nature has not changed,and this
history lesson can hel p us understand and be more tolerant of one another,aswell as
devel op compassi onate responses'to the problemsand falings o others. Yet, history
has other lessons to offer usaswell. It hel psusformulateinformed valuesand idedls
for ourselves, inspires us to great achievements, points out mistakes to avoid, and
helps us appreciate our cultura heritage.

www. petersons.com/arco ARCO M GRE CAT—Answersto the Real Essay Questit



Part Two: Sampl&/REspehse@ty thsReal Issue-Perspective Questions 168C

Issue 225
Our tendency to look for similarities between different things

Do people too often look for similarities between things, regardlessof whether it is
hel pful or harmful to do so,and not often enough evaluate thingson their own indi-
vidual merits?The speaker believesso.| agreeto an extent, especialy when it comes
to making determinations about people. However, the speaker overlooks a funda
mental and compelling reason why people must dways try to find Smilarities be-
tween things.

| agreewith the speaker insofar asins gting on finding similaritiesbetween things
can often result in unfair,and sometimes harmful, comparisons. By focusing on the
smilaritiesamong al big cities,for example, we overlook the distinctive character,
architecture, ethnic diverdity, and culture of each one. Without evaluating an indi-
vidua company on its own merits before buying stock in that company,an investor
runsthe risk of choosingapoor performer in an otherwiseattractive product sector
or geographic region. And schoolstend to group studentsaccording to their perfor-
mance on general intelligencetests and academic exams. By doing so, school s over-
look more specific formsadf intelligencewhich should be identifiedand nurtured on
amoreindividualized bass so that each student can fulfill hisor her potential.

Asthefina exampleaboveillustrates, we should be especially careful when look-
ing for smilarities between people.\WWe humans have a tendency to draw arbitrary
conclusionsabout one another based on gender,race,and superficia characteristics.
Each individual should be evaluated instead on the basisof hisor her own merit—in
termsd character,accomplishment,and soforth. Otherwise, we run therisk of unfair
bias and even prejudice,which manifest themselvesin variousforms of discrimina
tion and oppression.Yet prejudice can result from looking too hardfor differencesas
well,while overlooking the thingsthat all peopleshare.Thus whilepartly correct,the
speaker'sassertion doesn't gofar enough—to account for the potential harm in draw-
ing false distinctions between typesof people.

Yd, in another sense the speaker goestoo far—by overlooking a fundamental,
even phil osophical reason why we should dwayslook for smilarities betweenthings.
Specificdly, it is the only way humans can truly learn anything and communicate
with one another. Any astute developmental psychologist, epistemologist,or even
parent would agree that we come to understand each new thing we encounter by
comparing it to somethingwith which we areaready familiar. For example,if achild
first associates the concept of bluewith the sky's color, then the next blue thing the
childencounters— aball, for instance—thechild recogni zesas blueonly by way o its
similarityto thesky. Furthermore, without thisassociation and alabel for the concept
o bluethechild cannot possibly convey theconcept to another person.Thus looking
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for similaritiesbetween thingsis how we make sense of our world,aswell ascommu-
nicate with one another.

To sum up, | agree that finding false similaritiesand drawing false analogies can
be harmful ,especially when reaching conclusionsabout people. Neverthelessfroma
philosophical and linguistic point of view, humans must look for similaritiesbetween
thingsin order to learn and to communicate.

Issue 226
Are we facing increasingly complex and challenging problems?

Isany sense that the problemswe face are more complex and challengingthan those
which our predecessors faced merely an illusion—onethat can be dispelled by way
of knowledge and experience?The speaker believes so, although | disagree.In my
view, the speaker unfairly generalizesabout the nature of contemporary problems,
some of which have no analog from earlier times and which in some respects are
more complex and challengingthan any problems earlier societies ever confronted.
Nevertheless,| agree that many of the other problemswe humansface are by their
nature enduring ones that have changed littlein complexity and difficulty over the
span of human history;and | agree that through experience and enlightened reflec-
tion on human history we grow to realizethisfact.

| turn first to my chief point of contention with the statement.The speaker over-
looks certain societal problems uniqueto today's world, which are complex and chal-
lenging in ways unlike any problemsthat earlier societies ever faced. Consider three
examples.The first involvesthe growing scarcity of the world's natural resources. An
ever-increasing human popul ation,together with over-consumption on the part of de-
vel oped nationsand with global dependencieson finite natural resources,have created
uniquely contemporary environmental problemsthat are global in impact and there-
fore pose political and economic challengespreviousy unrivaled in complexity.

A second uniquely contemporary problem hasto do with the fact that the na
tionsof theworld aregrowingincreasingly interdependent — politicallymilitarily and
economically.l nterdependency makesfor problems that arefar more complex than
analogous problemsfor individual nations during timeswhen they were more insu-
lar,more self-sustaining,and more autonomous.

A third uniquely contemporary problem is an outgrowth of the inexorable ad-
vancement of scientific knowledge, and one that society voluntarily takes up as a
challenge . Through scientificadvancementswe've already solvedinnumerabl e health
problems, harnessed variousformsof physical energy,and so forth.The problemsleft
to addressare the ones that are most complex and challenging—for example, slow-
ing the aging process, repl acing human limbsand organs,and col onizingother worlds
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in theevent oursbecomesinhabitable.In short,as we solveeach successivescientific
puzzle we move on to more challenging and complex ones.

| turn next to my points d agreement with the statement. Humans face certain
universal and timeless problems, which are neither more nor less complex and chal-
lenging for any generation than for preceding ones. These sorts d problemsare the
onesthat spring from thefailings and foiblesthat are part-and-parcel of human nature.
Our problems involving interpersonal relationshipswith people o the opposite sex
stem from badc differences between the two sexes.The socid problemsd prejudice
and discrimination know no chronological bounds because it isour nature to fear and
mistrust peoplewho are different from us. War and crime stem from the mae aggres-
dve ingtinct and innate desire for power \Weve never been able to solve socid prob-
lemssuch as homelessness and hunger because we are driven by self-interest.

| agree with the statement also in that certain kinds of intellectua struggles— to
determinethe meaning o life. whether God exists. and so forth—are timel essoneswhose
complexitiesand mystery know no chronological bounds whatsoever. The fact that we
rely on ancient teachings to try to sohve these problems underscoresthefact that these
problems have not gr own any more compiex over the course o human history.

And, with respect to al thetime essproblems mentioned above | agreethat knowl-
edge and experience help us to understand that these problemsare not more com-
plex today than before. In the final analysis. by studving history, human psychology,
theology, and philosophy we come to redlize that. aside from certain uniquely con-
temporary problems, we face the same fundamental problems as our predecessors
because we face the same human condition as our predecessors whenever we look
in the mirror.

Issue 228

Praising positive actions and ignoring negative ones

ARCO

The speaker suggeststhat the most effectiveway to teach othersisto praise postive
actionswhileignoring negativeones.In my view, this statement istoo extreme.It over-
looks circumstances under which praise might be inappropriate,as well asignoring
the beneficid vaue of constructive criticism,and sometimeseven punishment.

The recommendation that parents, teachers, and employers praise positive ac-
tionsisgeneraly good advice.For young children poditive reinforcement is critical in
thedevelopment o healthy salf-esteem and salf-confidence. For studentsappropriate
positivefeedback serves as a motivating force,which spurs them on to greater aca
demic achievement. For empl oyees,appropriately administered praiseenhancespro-
ductivity and employee loydty,and makesfor a more congenia and pleasant work
environment overdl.
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While recommending praisefor positive actionsis fundamentally sound advice,
this advice should carry with it certain caveats. First,some employeesand older stu-
dents might find excessive praise to be patronizing or paternalistic.Secondly,some
individualsneed and respond more appropriately to praise than others; those admin-
istering the praise should be sensitiveto the individua's need for positivereinforce
ment in thefirst place. Thirdly, praiseshould be administered fairly and evenhandedly.
By issuing more praise to one student than to others, a teacher might cause one
recipient to be labeled by classmates as teacher's pet, even if the praiseis well de-
served or badly needed. If the result is to alienate other students, then the praise
might not be judtified.Smilarly,at the workplaceasupervisor must be careful toissue
praisefairly and evenhandedly,or risk accusationsdof undue favoritism,or even dis
crimination.

As for ignoring negative actions, | agree that minor peccadilloes can, and in
many cases should, be overlooked. Mistakes and other negative actions are often
part of the natural learning process.Young children are naturally curious, and par-
ents should not scold their childrenfor every broken plate or precociousact. Oth-
erwise, children do not develop a healthy sense of wonder and curiosity,and will
not learn what they must in order to make their own way in the world. Teachers
should avoid rebuking or punishing studentsfor faulty reasoning,incorrect responses
to questions,and so forth. Otherwi se,students might stop trying to learn altogether.
And employeeswho know they are being monitored closely for any sign of errant
behavior are likely to be less productive, more resentful of their supervisors,and
lessloyd to their employers.

At the sametime,some measure o constructivecriticismand critique,and some-
times even punishment,is appropriate. Parents must not turn a blind eye to their
child's behavior if it jeopardizesthe child's physical safety or the safety of others.
Teachers should not ignore behavior that unduly disrupts the learning process;and
of course teachersshould correct and critique students' class work, homework and
tests as needed to help the students learn from their mistakes and avoid repeating
them. Fndly,employersmust not permit employee behavior that amountsto harass
ment or that otherwise underminesthe overdl productivity a the workplace. Acqui-
escencein thesesortsd behaviorsonly servesto sanction them.

To sum up, the speaker's dud recommendationis too extreme. Both praise and
criticism serve useful purposesin promoting a child's devel opment,astudent's edu-
cation,and an employee'sloydty and productivity. Yet both must be appropriately
and evenhandedly administered;otherwi se,they might serve instead to defeat these
purposes.
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Issue 230

Should colleges allow students to make their own decisions?

The speaker asserts that peopl e prefer following directionsto making their own de-
cisions,and therefore colleges should make as many decisions as possible for their
students.In my view, the speaker'sthreshold and ultimate claims are both specious.It
might appear that people often prefer others to make decisonsfor them, and that
colleges know what's best for their students. However, upon further reflection it
becomesevident that following the speaker’s advice would on balance do disservice
to students and to society.

Asfor the speaker's threshold claim. | concede that under certain circumstances
peopleprefer to take directionfrom others. For instance,when membersaf afootball
team heed their coach's directions, they are preferring not to make their own calls.
Moreover,many peopleare natural followerswho know that they function best when
other people make decisionsfor them. Nevertheless, | find thisthreshold clam inter-
ndly illogical.Yielding voluntarily to the direction of othersfor the purposed serv-
ing one's own interests—such as winning the game or obtaining a useful college
degree—is itsdf an expression.of one's free preference to decide what is best for
onesdf. Accordingly, | find the speaker's threshold claim suspect.

| turn next to the speaker's ultimate claim that colleges should make as many
decisionsas possiblefor their students.| agree that when it comesto particular tasks
inwhich college professorsare more experienced and knowledgeable, following their
directions is to be preferred, for failing to do so can result in costly mistakes. For
instance, chemistry students must strictly follow proper laboratory procedures—or
risk tainting experimental results,damaging equi pment.or wasting their 1ab partners
time. Language students must follow the pedagogica lead of their teachers,or risk
coming awvay without thelinguisticfoundation needed to master their new language.
And,studentswho arefree to disregard homework assignmentsfind themselves un-
ableto follow classdiscussions,let alone participate meaningfully in them.

However,when it comes to decisionsabout mgor and minor fieldsof study,cur-
riculum choices,and other broad decisions,for the most part students themselves—
and not college administrators—should be the final decison-makers. Admittedly, a
college that requiresexposureto a breadth of academic disciplinesensuresthat its
graduates will be uniformly well-rounded. And studentsare generdly well-servedin
thelong term asaresult. Nevertheless,| think it isamistaketo taketoo many curricu-
lum choicesaway from students.If they are not free to choose coursework that most
intereststhem, studentsare likdy to be unmotivated in their studies. Moreover,these
studentswill not havelearned to assume responsibility for the consequencesadf their
own decisions. Thus a curriculum which includescertain core requirements along
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with abroad array of electives provides an optimal balance of disciplineand choice
for most students.

The speaker might retort that many college studentsrespond to freedom of choice
regarding curriculum by enrolling in as few courses as possible,in coursesthat are
most enjoyable,and in courses whose instructors are lenient graders.Y &, students
who misusetheir freedomin theseways will ultimatelyfdl by thewayside,freeing up
our educational resourcesfor more committed studentswho are morelikey to con-
tribute meaningfully to society later in life. Besdes, by allowing students to experi-
ence the consequencesof their vouthful migudgmentscolleges can teach students
life lessons that are jud as valuable.if not more so, than the lessons taught in the
classroom.

In sum,ny intuitionisthat by nature peopl e prefer autonomy,and reach their full
potential ,only if they steer their own ship.When collegestake away too much of that
autonomy in the name of quality assurance. they breed legionsdf graduatesincapable
o handling their incipient autonomy responsibly. In the find analyss, while some
curriculum guidelines might be appropriatein the interest of ensuring a breadth of
educational experience, on balance a policy of student choice isto be preferred.

Issue 231
Is moderation in all things poor advice?

Should we strive for moderationin al things, as the adage suggests?! tend to agree
with the speaker that worthwhile endeavors sometimesrequire, or a least cdl for,
intensefocus a the expense of moderation.

Thevirtuesd moderation are undeniable.Moderation in dl thingsaffords usthe
time and energy to sample more of what life and the world have to offer.In contrast,
lack of moderationleadsto alifeout of balance. Asasociety we aredowly coming to
reglize what many astute psychologists and medical practitioners have known dl
along:we are at our best as humans only when we strike aproper balance between
the mind, body, and spirit.The cal for a balanced life is essentially acall for modera
tionin dl things.

For instance, while moderate exercise improves our health and sense of well-
being,over-exercise and intense exercisecan causeinjury or psychologica burnout,
either o which defeat our purpose by requiring usto discontinueexerciseatogether.
Ladk of moderationin diet can cause obesity a one extreme or anorexia at the other,
either o which endangersone's health,and even life. And when it comes to poten-
tidly addictive substances—al cohol, tobacco,and the like—the del eteriouseffectsof
over-consumption are dear enough.
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The virtuesof moderation apply to work as well. Stress associated with a high-
pressure job increasesone's vulnerability to heart disease and other physica disor-
ders. And over-work can result in psychological burnout,thereby jeopardizing one's
joband career. Overwork can evenkill,asdemonstrated by the darmingly high death
rateamong youngJapanesemen, many of whom work 100 or more hourseach week.

Having acknowledged the wisdom o the old adage, | nevertheless agree that
under some circumstances,and for some peopl e, abandoning moderation might be
well justified. Query how many o the world'sgrest artistic creations—in the visud
arts, music,and even literature—would have come to fruition without intense, fo-
cused effortson the part o their creators. Creative work necessarily involvesalarge
measured intensefocus—a single-minded. obsessive pursuit of aesthetic perfection.

Or, consider athletic performance. Admittedly,intensity can be counterproduc-
tivewhen it resultsin burnout or injury.Ye who could disagreethat a greet athletic
performance necessarily requiresgreat focusand intensity — bothin preparation and
in the performance itsdf?In short, when it comes to athletics, moderation breeds
mediocrity, while intensity breeds excellence and victory. FHndly, consider the in-
creasingly competitiveworld of business. An intense, focused company-wideeffortis
sometimes needed to ensurea company'’s competitiveness,and even survival. This is
particularly truein today's technology-driven i ndustrieswhere keeping up with fran-
tic pace of change is essential for almost any high-tech firm'ssurvival.

In sum, the old adage amountsto sound advice for most people under most cir-
cumstances. Nevertheless,when it comes to creative accomplishment,and to com-
petitive successin areassuch as athleticsand business.| agree with the speaker that
abandoning or suspending moderation is often appropriate,and sometimes neces
sary,in theinterest of achieving worthwhile goals.

Issue 233

Do technologies interfere with "real" learning?

ARCO

The speaker assertsthat innovationssuch as videos.computers,and the I nternet too
often distract from "real" learning in the classroom. | strongly agree that these tools
can be counterproductivein someinstances,and ineffectual for certain typesadf learn-
ing. Nevertheless,the speaker'sassertion placestoo littlevaue on the waysin which
these innovations can facilitatethe learning process.

In severd respects,| find the statement compelling.F i t of al,in my observation
and experience, computersand videos are misused most often for education when
teachers rdy on them as surrogates, or baby-sitters. Teachers must use the time dur-
ing which students are watching videos or are a their computer stations produc-
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tively —helping other students, preparing lesson plans,and so forth. Otherwise,these
tools can indeed impede the learning process.

Secondly, passive viewing of videos or of Web pages is no indication that any
significant learning is taking place. Thus teachers must carefully select Internet re-
sources that provideatrue interactivelearning experience, or are highly informative
otherwise. And, in selecting videos teachers must be sure to follow up with lively
class discussions. Otherwise, the comparatively passive nature of these media can
render them ineffectual in the learning process.

Thirdly,sometypesof learningoccur best during face-to-faceencounters between
teacher and student, and between students. Only by way of alive encounter can a
language teacher recognize and immediately correct subtle problems in pronuncia
tion and inflection. And, there is no suitable substitute for alive encounter when it
comesto teaching techniques in painting,scul pture, music performance, and acting.
Moreover, certain types of learning arefacilitated when students interact asagroup.
Many grade-school teachers, for exampl e, find that reading together aloud isthe most
effectiveway for studentsto learn this «ill.

Fourth, with technology-based learning tools, especially computers and the
Internet, learning how to use the technology can rob the teacher of valuable time
that could be spent accomplishing the teacher's ultimate educational objectives.Be
sides, any technol ogy-based|earning tool carries the risk of technical problems. Stu-
dents whose teachers fail to plan for productive use of unexpected down-time can
lose opportunitiesfor real learning.

Finadly,we must not overlook the nonquantifiabl e benefit that personal attention
can afford. A human teacher can provide meaningful personal encouragement and
support, and can identify and help to solve a student's social or psychological prob-
lems that might be impeding the learning process. No video,computer program, or
Web site can begin to serve these invaluablefunctions.

Acknowledging the many waysthat technol ogical innovationscan impede"real”
learning, these innovations neverthel ess can facilitate"real" learning, if employed ju
dicidly and for appropriate purposes. Specificaly,when it comes to learning rote
facts and figures, personal interaction with a teacher is unnecessary,and can even
resultin fatigueand burnout for the teacher.Computersare anideal tool for the sorts
of learning that occur only through repetition—typingskills, basic arithmetical calcu-
lations,and so forth. Computers also make possible visua effectsthat aid uniquely in
the learning of spatial concepts. Findly,computers, videosand the I nternet are ideal
for imparting basic text-book information to students,thereby freeingup the teacher's
time to give studentsindividualized attention.

In sum,computers and videoscan indeed distract from learning— whenteachers
misuse them as substitutes for personal attention, or when the technology itself be-
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comes the focus o attention. Neverthelessif judicidly used as primers,as supple-
ments, and where repetition and rote learning are appropriate, these toolscan serve
to liberate teachersto focus on individua needs of students— needsthat only "real”
teachers can recognize and meet.

Issue 234
Do people prefer constraints on absolute freedom?

Do people prefer constraints on absolute freedom of choice,regardlessof what they
might claim?| believe so, because in order for any democratic society to thrive it
must strike a balance between freedom and order.

Higtory informs us that attemptsto quell bas cindividua freedoms—of expression,
of opinion and bdief, and to come and go as we please—invariably fail. People ulti-
matdly rise up againg unreasonable congtraints on freedom o choice. The desirefor
freedom seemsto spring from ow fundamental natureas human beings. But doesthis
mean that peoplewould preferabsolutefreedomd choiceto any constraints whatso-
ever? No. Reasonabl e constraints on freedom are needed to protect freedom—and to
prevent asociety from devolving into astate of anarchy wherelifeisshort and brutish.

To appreciate ow preferencefor constraining our own freedom of choice,one
need look no further than the neighborhood playground. Even without any adult
supervision,agroup d youngst ers at play invariably establish mutualy agreed-upon
rulesfor conduct —whether or not asport or gameisinvolved. Children learn & an
early age that without any rulesfor behavior the playground bully usudly prevails.
And short of beating up on others, bulliesenjoy taking prisoners—i.e., restrictingthe
freedom of choice of others.Thus our preference for constraining our freedom o
choice stemsfrom our desireto protect and preservethat freedom.

Our preferencefor constraining our own freedom of choice continuesinto our
adult lives.We freely enter into exclusive pair-bonding rel ationships,during our teens
we agree to"go seady," then as adults we voluntarily enter into marriage contracts.
Mod o us eagerly enter into exclusive employment relationships—preferring the
security o steady incometo the'freedom" of not knowing whereour next paycheck
will come from. Even people who prefer salf-employment to job security quickly
learn that the only way to preserve their "autonomy" is to constrain themselvesin
termsd their agreementswith clientsand customers,and especidly in termsaof how
they use their time. Admittedly,our sdlf-inflicted job constraintsare born largdy o
economic necessity.Ye even the wedthiest individua susudly choose to constrain
their freedom by devoting most o their time and attention to afew pet projects.

Our preferencefor constrainingour own freedom o choiceis evident on a soci-
etal level aswell.Just as children at a playground recognize the need for salf-imposed
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rules and regulations, as a society we recognize the same need. After al,in ademo-
craticsociety our sysem o lawsisan invention o the people.For exampleweinsst
on being bound by rulesfor operating motor vehicles,for buyingand sdlling both real
and personal property,and for making public statementsabout other people. Without
these rules,we would live in continual fear for our physical safety, the security of our
property,and our personal reputation and dignity.

In sum, | agree with the fundamental assertion that people prefer reasonable
constraintson their freedom of choice.In fact,in ademocratic society we indst on
imposing these constraintson ourselvesin order to preserve that freedom.

Issue 235
Is loyalty always a positive force?

Isloydty dl too often a destructive force, rather than a virtue, as the speaker con-
tends? To answer thisquestionitiscrucial to draw adistinction between loydty asan
abstract concept and itsapplication. Apart from its consequences,loydty isclearly a
virtue that dl humans should strive to develop. Loydlty is part of a universal ethos
that we commonly refer to as the golden rule: Do unto others as you would have
others do unto you. However, whether loydty in its application amounts to virtue
dependson itsextent and its object.

First consider thewaysinwhich loydty,if exercisedin proper measureand direc-
tion,can be apositiveforce. Rel ationshipsbetween spousesand other exclusive pairs
requiresome degreed trust in order to endure; and loydty is part-and-parcel of that
trust. Smilarly,employment rel ationshipsdepend on some measuredt mutual loyalty,
without which job attrition would run so rampant that soci ety'seconomic productiv-
ity would virtually cometo ahalt. And,without some mutual loyaty between asover-
eign state and its citizenry there can be no security or safety from either revolt or
invasion.The world would quickly devolve into anarchy or into a despotic state or-
dered by brute force.

On the other hand, misguided or overextended loyaty can amount to adivisve
and even destructive force. In school, undue loyaty to popular socia cliques often
leads to insulting and abusive language or behavior toward students outside these
cliques. Undue loydty amongdt friends can turn them into an antisocial, even war-
ring,gang of miscreants. And, undue loyaty to aspouse or other partner can lead to
acquiescencein abusive treatment by that partner,and abuse of onesdf by continu-
ing to beloyd despite the abuse.

Misguided loyalty can aso occur between people and their institutions. Undue
loydty to college alma matersoften leads to jab discrimination—for example,when
a job candidate with the same dma mater as that of the person making the hiring
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decision ischosen over amore qualified candidatefrom adifferent school . Loyalty to
one'semployer can aso become adestructiveforce,if it leadsto deceptive business
practicesand disregard for regulationsdesigned to protect public health and sefety.
By way o undue loyalty to their employers,employees sometimes harm themselves
asweéll. Specifically, many employeesfail to advancetheir own careers by moving on
to another place of work,or type of work atogether,because o amisplaced senseof
loydty to one company.Findly,and perhapsforemost in terms of destructive poten-
tid,is misguided loyaty to one's country or political leaders. History shows dl too
well that crossing thefineline between patriotism and irrational jingoism can lead to
such atrocitiesas persecution. genocide,and war.

To sum up,without loyaty there can be no basisfor trust betweentwo people,or
between people and their institutions. A world devoid of loyaty would beaparanoid,
if not anarchical,one. Nevertheless. loydty must be tempered by other virtues,such
asfairness,tolerance,and respect for other peopl e and for onesalf.Otherwise,| agree
that it can serveto divide. damage. and even destroy.

Issue 238

Does conformity stifle creativity and energy?

ARCO

This statement about the impact of conformity on individua energy and creativity
actudlyinvolvestwo distinct issuesIn my view,the extent to which conformity stifles
aperson'senergy depends primarily on the temperament of each individual ,aswell
as on the gods toward which the person's energy is directed. However,l am in full
agreement that conformity giflescreativity; indeed,in my view the two phenomena
are mutudly exclusive.

Whether conformity stifles individual energy dependson the individua person
involved. Some peopl e are conformists by nature. By this| mean that they function
best in an environmentwheretheir rote isdearly defined and where teamwork iskey
in meeting group objectives. For conformists individua energy comesfrom sharinga
common purpose, or mission, with a group that must work in lock-step fashion to
achieve that mission. In the military and in team sports, for example, the group's
common mission is dearly understood. and group members conform to the same
dress code, drill regimen,and <0 forth. Ard rather than quelling energy, this confor-
mity breedscamaraderieaswell asenthusiasm and even fervorfor winning the battle
or the game. Besides, nonconforming behavior in these environmentsonly servesto
undermine success; if game plans or battle strategies were left to each individua
team member, the resultswould dearty be disastrous.

Conformigts fmd enhanced energy in cartain comers o the business world as
well, particularly in traditiona service industriessuch as fmance, accounting, insur-
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ance, lega services,and health care. In these businessesit is not the iconoclastswho
revel and thrive but rather those who can work most effectivdly within the con-
straintsof established practi ces,policies,and regulations. Of course,aclever ideafor
structuring adeal,or acreativelega maneuver, might play arole in winning smaller
battles along the way. But such tactics are those of conformistswho are playing by
the same ground rules as their peers.

In sharp contrast, other people are nonconformistsby nature. These people are
motivated more often by the personal satisfaction that comeswith creativity,inven-
tion, and innovation.For these peopl e a highly structured, bureaucratic environment
only servesto qudl motivation and energy. Artists and musicianstypicaly find such
environmentsstifling,even noxious. Entrepreneurial business people who thrive on
innovation and differentiationare often driven to salf-employment because they fed
stifled and frustrated,even offended, by a bureaucracy which requires conformity.

Asfor whether conformity stiflesindividual cregtivity,one need only look around
at the individuals whom we consider highly creative to concludethat this is indeed
the case.Our most creative peopleare highly eccentricin their personal appearance,
lifestyle,and so forth.In fact, they seem to eschew any sort of established normsand
mores.Beebop music pioneer Thelonius Monk was renowned for his eccentric man-
ner of speech,dress,and behavior. Even as a young student, Frank Lloyd Wright took
to carrying a cane and wearing a top hat and a cape. And who could argue that
musicians Prince and Michad Jackson. two of the most creative forcesin popular
music, are nothing if not nonconformingin every way. Besides, by definition creativ-
ity requiresnonconformity.In other words. any creativeact is necessarily in noncon-
formancewith what aready exists.

To sum up, conformists find their energy by conforming,nonconformistsby not
conforming. And crestivity is the exclusivedomain of the nonconformist.

Issue 239
Should all so-called facts be mistrusted?

The speaker contends that so-called 'facts- often turn out to be false,and therefore
that we should distrust whatever we are told is factua. Although the speaker over-
lookscertain circumstancesin which undueskepticism might be counterproductive,
and even harmful ,on balancel agree that we should not passivaly accept whateveris
passed off asfact;otherwise human knowledge would never advance.

| turn first to so-caled"scientific facts," by which | mean current prevailing no-
tionsabout the nature o the physical universethat have withstood the test of rigor-
ousscientific and logical scrutiny.The very notion of scientific progressis predicated
on such scrutiny. Indeed the history of scienceisin large measurea history of chal-
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lenges to so-called" scientificfacts' — challengeswhich have paved the way for scien-
tific progress. For example. in challenging the notion that the earth was in a fixed
position at the center of the universe, Copernicus paved theway for the corroborat-
ing observations of Galileo acentury later,and ultimately for Newton's principles of
gravity upon which all modem science depends.The staggering cumulative impact
of Copernicus reection of what he had been told was true provides strong support
for the speaker's advicewhen it comes to scientific facts.

Another example of the value of distrusting what we are told is scientific fact
involves the debate over whether human behavioral traits are a function of internal
physical forces ("nature") or of learning and environment ("nurture"). Throughout
human history the prevailing view hasshifted many times.The ancientsassumed that
our behavior was governed by the whims of the gods;in medieval times it became
accepted fact that human behavior isdictated by bodily humours,or fluids;this"fact"
later yielded to the notion that we are primarily products of our upbringing and
environment. Now researchersar e discovering that many behavioral traitsare largely
afunction of the unigue neurological structure of each individual'sbrain.Thus only
by distrusting facts about human behavior can we advance in our scientific knowl-
edgeand,inturn,learn to deal more effectively with human behavioral issuesin such
fields as education, juvenile delinguency.criminal reform,and mental illness.

The value of skepticism about so-called ~facts” is not limited to the physical sci-
ences. When it comes to the socid sciences we should aways be skeptical about
what is presented to us as historical fact. Textbooks can paint distorted pictures of
historical events, and of their causesand consequences. After adl,history in the mak-
ingisawaysviewedfirsthand through theeyes of subjectivewitnesses,then recorded
by fallible journalistswith their own cultural biasesand agendas,then interpreted by
historians with limited,and often tainted. information. And when it comes to factual
assumptions underlying theoriesin the socid sciences,we should be even more dis-
trusting and skeptical, because such assumptions inherently defy deductive proof,or
disproof. Skepticism should extend to the law as well.While law students, lawyers,
legislators,and jurists must learn to appreciate traditional legal doctrines and prin-
ciples, at the same time they must continually question their correctness—in terms
of their fairness and continuing relevance.

Admittedly, in some cases undue skepticism can be counterproductive, and even
harmful. For instance, we must accept current notions about the constancy of gravity
and other basic laws of physics; otherwise, we would live in continual fear that the
world around uswould literally come crashingdown on us. Undue skepticism can also
be psychologically unhealthy whendistrust borderson paranoia.Finally,common sense
informsme that young peopl e should first develop afoundation of experiential knowl-
edge before they are encouraged to think critically about what they are told isfact.
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To sum up, acertain measure o distrust d so-caled "facts' is the very stuff o
which human knowledge and progress are fashioned, whether in the physica sci-
ences,the socid sciences,or thelaw.Therefore, with few exceptions| strongly agree
that we should striveto look a facts through skeptical eyes.

Issue 243
The comparative value of artistic and scientific accomplishments

| find the speaker's clam that acivilization'svauelies morein its artistic accomplish-
ments than its scientific ones to be problematic insofar as the speaker fails to ad-
equately define the term "value." Nonethel ess. assuming that by "vaue' the speaker
meansthe extent to which an accomplishment enhancesand improvesthe quality o
our lives as humans,on baance | agree with the clam.

A threshold problem with the speaker'sclaim isthat the comparativevaue of art
and sciencelieslargdy in the eye d the individua beholder. A person who is more
emotional ,or who has heightened aesthetic sensibilities,will tend to agree with the
speaker. On the other hand, a person who is more andytica or cognitive by nature
might tend to disagree Thus the speaker'sdam seemsan unfair generalization,which
ignoresits own vulnerability t